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Care cost shock 


independent living costs could rise by over 50 per cent if plans go ahead to 
change the self-employed status of long-term live-in careworkers. ; 


New Government proposals 
designed to tighten up tax 
tules for agency workers could 
see live-in care costs rocket, 
according to leading care 
wencies. 

At present, live-in carers 
jave self-employed status. 
Jnder plans being discussed by 
he Department of Trade and 
ndustry (DTI), care agéncies 
would become their employers. 

Angela Gifford, who owns 
he Able Community Care 
iency in Norwich, argues that 
nost health care workers have 
rregular hours and should not, 
herefore, be classed as 
smployees. She believes the 
xtra costs incurred if the pro- 
josals were implemented 
would be passed on to disabled 
eople. 

“In figures presented by Ms 
sifford to the DTI in August, 
he estimated weekly care 
mosts of a typical elderly 


disabled couple would jump 
from £416.13 to £662.04. 

This increase of 59 per cent 
would include an increase in 
the carer’s salary to £375 to 
compensate for paying the 
employee’s national insurance 
contribution rather than 
the self-employed stamp. It 
would also include £33.32 
in holiday pay and £97 in 
management fees. 

Frances Hasler, co-director 
of the National Centre for 
Independent Living, agrees that 
the changes could mean higher 


bills: “In the short term it 


might be a threat to indepen- 
dent living if local authorities 
say they can’t afford it.” 
However, Ms Gifford argues 
that live-in carers should have 


' decent pay, conditions and 


status. 

“We expect it for other 
low-paid staff, such as catering 
employees, so why not for 


Designed for people 
with Cerebral Palsy 


Volker 2080E 


* Stunning Modern Appearance 


* Anti-Stomach Compression 


* Integrated Side Rails 
* Retractable Wheels 
* Optional Padding 


B aKare | 


Bakare Beds Ltd., Unit 8, Bell Park, Bell Close, 
Plympton, Plymouth PI7 4JH. 01752 512222 


those working with disabled 
people in their own homes?” 
she asks. “I understand people's 
fears, but we don't think the 
answer is to make exceptions 
for a certain sector of workers. 
The answer is to provide 
properly funded health care 
packages. Best value doesn't 
necessarily mean cheapest. 
Best value means the most 
effective.” 

DTI minister-Alan Johnson 
said the measures are part of a 
consultation document designed 
to update legislation that was 
passed 20 years ago. 

“But the figures being quoted 

by some care bureaux are wildly 
exaggerated and do nothing but 
scare the sick and infirm,” he 
added. : 
A DTI spokesman said that 
treasury and health ministers 
would be taking a look at 
the proposals within the next 
four weeks. 


School 
shame 


Standards at a school for 
dyslexic children were so bad it 
was ordered to close and its 
head was banned from teach- 
ing. Grange House School in 
Marsden, Herefordshire, has 
been struck off the register of 
independent schools. 

A tribunal was told in August 
that head Ann Hamer did not 
provide adequate facilities and 
claimed falsely that the school 
was run by a trust with her 
father and daughter as trustees. 

“On occasions there has 
been insufficient money to heat 
the school properly or provide 
adequate meals for pupils,” 
said David Elvin, counsel for 
the Department for Education 
and Employment. 

Ms Hamer had claimed she 
was the victim of a witch-hunt. 

Hearing the verdict her hus- 
band said: “We had not expect- 
ed anything else. They did not 
listen to a word we said.” 


On a roll: Auxiliary nurse Myriam Badger rollerskates to work 
every day carrying her prosthetic limb in a backpack. Myriam, 
24, lost her right leg aged five because of bone cancer. She was 
inspired to take up the sport just four months ago when she met 
an amputee rollerskater in California. NEWS TEAM INTERNATIONAL 


This chair | 

could change | 

your childs | 
life. 


This free 
video will 
show you the 
lives already 
changed. 


The Bambach Saddle Seat was 
designed by occupational therapist 
Mary Gale, whilst working with 
children with Cerebral Palsy. 


sADDIE 
-$EAT- 


Mary found that children who 
previously could only sit in a 
wheelchair, could sit on horseback 
unsupported. The Saddle Seat 
was developed from that therapy. 


Call us on FREEPHONE 

0800 58 II 08 to see how 

The Bambach Saddle Seat could 
change your childs life. Forever. 


Bambach Saddle Seat (Europe) Ltd, 
Unit A2, The Seedbed Centre, Langston Road, 
Loughton, Essex IG10 3TQ 
Tel: 0181 787 7051 Fax: O181 787 7074 
E-mail: Bambach.curope @virgin.net 


YOU CAN GO A LONG WAY ON A 
WEEK’S DISABILITY LIVING ALLOWANCE. 


If you receive the higher rate mobility component of Disability Living Allowance, you might 
like to know that the Toyota Corolla is available through the Motability Scheme. Enjoy. 


3 year/60,000 mile warranty? Telephone 0845 275 5555 www.toyota.co.uk 
SQ otability MODEL SHOWN COROLLA GS 5 DOOR.* PLEASE NOTE THAT ONLY 12,000 MILES PER YEAR ARE ALLOWED ON THE MOTABILITY CONTRACT HIRE 


SCHEME WITHOUT CHARGE. CALLS TO TOYOTA MAY BE MONITORED OR RECORDED. CALLS WILL BE CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE. 


tRegistered Charity No.299745 
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News 3 


DRC gets 
go-ahead 


The act creating the new 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) has been given royal 
assent and has, therefore, 
become law. 

The DRC is expected to have 
similar powers to the 
Commission for Racial 
Equality and is due to begin 
work in April 2000. 

The names of the DRC chair 

and chief executive were 
expected to be announced as 
DN went to press. A profile of 
the new DRC chairperson will 
appear in DN in October. 
e In the recent Conservative 
reshuffle, the MP for Daventry, 
Tim Boswell, took over as 
shadow disability spokesper- 
son. He replaces Theresa May, 
who is now Shadow Secretary 
of State for Education and 
Employment. 

Mr Boswell is a former 
Minister for Further and 
Higher Education who had 
responsibility for disabled stu- 
dents. He is also a member of 
the All-Party Disablement Group. 
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BUSINESS PRESS 


Ice cycle: Darren Swift takes a well-earned break on his Iceland trip 


N-ice and easy does it 


Averaging 60-70 miles a day on 
his hand-driven bicycle, Darren 
Swift from Middlesex covered 
300 miles of rocky, Icelandic 
terrain for charity. 

Darren, 34, a former Army 
dog handler who lost his legs in 
a Belfast terrorist bomb attack, 
embarked on his one-man trip 
from Reykjavik on 21 July. 
Nine days later he rolled back 
into Iceland’s capital having 
covered some of the toughest 
terrain the Arctic island has 
to offer. 

“The weather was worse 
than I anticipated,” said 
Darren. “I got soaked on the 
first day and some of the 
terrain was unrideable.” 

Despite being forced to catch 
a bus for some sections, Darren 


Daal 


still managed to cover 300 miles 
and most of the island — and 
raise over £1,000 for the 
Oxford-based charity Hearing 
Dogs for Deaf People. 

“It was a terrific place to 
visit. The volcanic landscape is 
fantastic, awesome,” said 
Darren, who rode the whole 
way on his adapted Easyrider 
handbike, built by Chevron in 
Liverpool. “The Icelandic peo- 
ple are fantastic. It felt like all 
270,000 of them were tooting 
me and waving. I really was a 
bit of a novelty out there.” 

Darren, who funded the bike 
ride himself, is already looking 
for sponsorship for his next 
trip. He is considering the 
possibility of a bike ride on 
Corsica in 2000. 


UK Lid 


MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 
1 CLIFTON ROAD ¢ HALESOWEN * WEsT MIDLANDS ° B62 9HB 
TEL: 0121 561 1015 Fax: 0121 602 2889 


¢ Extreme comfort 
¢ Excellent posture support 
* Power driven/Self-propelling 
¢ Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
¢ Fully reclining back rest 
¢ Elevating leg rests 
¢ Paediatric and adult sizes 
* Built in pressure relief 
¢ Tailored to your 
requirements 
¢ Full range of adaptations 
* Pommel, therasic support 
headrests 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


Freephone: 0800 056 8759 


[_] Please send me a full information pack 


[_] Please call me to arrange a free home demonstration 


Name: 


Post code: 


Address: 


Telephone No.: 


Closure call 


A charity has called for the 
closure of “residential campus” 
accommodation for learning 
disabled people. 

Values into Action has 
written to Health Minister 
John Hutton demanding the 
closure of hospital-based resi- 
dential campus accommoda- 
tion which replaced old-style 
“mentally handicapped” hospi- 
tals. Its call follows the 
Government-commissioned 
report Quality and Costs of 
Residential Supports for People 
with Learning Disabilities, 
published in July by the Hester 
Adrian Research Centre. 

The report found people 
living in community housing 
were much less likely to be given 
anti-psychotic drugs than those 
living in “residential campuses”. 


They had more opportunity for 
social integration and recre- 
ation. The report questions 
whether campuses should be 
used even though they cost 
£6,000 per person less a year 
than community housing. 

Values into Action director 
Dr Jean Collins said: “The 
Department of Health ought to 
take the lead by telling NHS 
Trusts to close the sites.” 

The Department of Health 
(DoH) said local authorities 
should bear the report in mind, 
properly assess housing needs 
and try to house people in their 
place of choice where that was 
affordable and practical. 

A DoH spokeswoman said: 
“There are no plans to stop 
residential campuses from 
being available.” 


Voting outrage 


A mentally ill man has taken the 
Government to the European 
Court of Human Rights for 
preventing him from voting. 

He was unable to vote 
becamseshe shadubeensinxa 
psychiatric hospital for over six 
months. A psychiatric hospital 
cannot be registered as a voting 
address and, after six months 
in hospital, patients cannot 
register from home either. 

The charity MIND made the 
court application for the man. 
The case has been adjourned 
pending the findings of a 


Government working party into 
electoral reform. MIND expects 
an announcement in November. 

Fiona Jackson at MIND 
said: “Legally speaking, there is 
nothing to stop these people 
voting. They may have depres- 
sion or any number of things, 
but they can still decide what 
party to vote for.” 

A spokesman for the Home 
Office said: “The Government 
is committed to overhauling 
outdated electoral procedures, 
but there will be no details until 
later in the year.” 


“No-one should even 


product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 
- Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts and 
Wheelchairs with this Brand 
New Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from Mobility Matters, a 
group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 


now on 0990 134130 
or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN9/99_ Freepost 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


consider buying a mobility | 


Call the 24 hour request line 


NHO170, Kettering NN14 6BR. 


where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more for 
exactly the same product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get 
caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. You will be sent a 
copy from your closest 
distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask _ before 
committing yourself. Before 
you choose, read and learn. 


F RS) ] 
| NETWORK | 
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Op ruled out 


The enforced sterilisation of a 
27-year-old man with Down’s 
syndrome has been ruled out 
by a High Court judge. The 
case is the first of its kind 
involving a man and was 
brought by the applicant’s 
mother. 

Mr Justice Sumner found 
it would not be in the man’s 
best interests to undergo the 
surgery as he was not in a 
sexual relationship. 

Under British law people 
who are not able to give their 
consent can be sterilised if it is 
deemed in their best interest. 


Since 1987 50 women with 
learning disabilities have had 
enforced sterilisation. Such 
requests are usually for women 
as they are the ones who would 
face pregnancy and childbirth. 
Also, most men with Down’s 
syndrome are sterile already. 

Sarah Waites of the Down’s 
Syndrome Association said: 
“Every case of this nature 
should be looked at individually. 
We would want to be sure that 
detailed discussions with the 
person involved had taken 
place to ensure their wishes had 
been fully explored.” 


1 DON'T BE A MARTYR TO PAIN? ! 


Nissan 
Vanette 
23 diesel 


£13, 995 


on the road 


VW 800 Special 
19 turbo ia 


PainControl is a low cost system for the drug free relief of pain. 
The superb T.E.N.S. technology is recommended by 
physiotherapists and doctors. Used in hospitals, maternity homes 
and pain clinics. 

PainControl is safe, non-addictive, non-invasive and very user friendly. 
You can have control of two areas of pain at the same time. 
PainControl effectively helps back and joint pain, arthritis, 
menstrual sciatica and post operative pains, and reduces tension. 


WITHOUT THE AID OF DRUGS!! 


30 days money back and a full 2 years guarantee. 
You have nothing to lose — only your pain! 


FOR DETAILS FREEPHONE 0800 980 5477 TODAY. 


Tertevevolt Heatthcave 


a Family fivm that caves Lov your health 


Include this advert with an order fora 
PainControl and receive a ten pound 
reduction on the price of models 804 and 410 


£14,195 on the road 


a Versa family range of vehicles are the benchmark 
of quality. The trims and fabrics used in these vehicles 
are of the highest standard as well as being colour co- 

ordinated with soft headlinings and recess discrete 
lighting. With many comfort, convenience, safety and 
security features, the list is endless. 
For further information or to arrange a demonstration 
please contact Phil Beecham or Mike Jones 
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Everyone’s a winne 
Catherine Gardner (left), fro1 
Bathgate, Scotland, couldn 
stop smiling when she picke 
up first prize in a DI 
competition — a wonderft 
Knightsbridge Freerider, wort 
£1,750. The scooter we 
handed over by local deal 
Euan McIntyre from Fort 
Mobility Equipment, Larber 
Scotland, tel: (01324) 822244. 
@ Four-year-old Olivia Stor 
and her mum Elaine, fro: 
Cheshire, were the luck 
winners of first prize in th 
Gowrings Mobility/D. 
Chairman Kangoo compet 
tion. Second prize went t 
Susan Parnell from Norwicl 
East Anglia. 

@ The winner of the £100 pri: 
crossword in July’s DN wi 
Miss R Wyles of London. 


Accident scheme alarm 


People who have been disabled 
in traffic accidents could use 
their experiences to educate 
motoring offenders. 

The idea was put forward in 
a report by the Parliamentary 
Advisory Council on 
Transport. It is based on a 
successful scheme in France 
where young disabled people 
accompany police patrol cars. 


Mercedes Benz Vito 2.3 diesel 


onthe ad £. 1 ,445 


Mercedes Benz Vito 2.0L petrol 
on the road £16, 595 


ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND 


ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 


* ‘i 
VW & Mercedes are available as automatics. 


Unique to 


When motorists are stopped for 
speeding, the disabled people 
confront them. The aim is to 
let traffic offenders know that 
they, too, could become 
disabled or cause other people 
to become disabled if they 
speed. The report has now 
gone to the Government. 
Rachel Hurst, director of 
Disability Awareness in Action, 


ALSO 
AVAILABLE 
FOR HIRE 


Monday - Friday 
9.00am - 5.30pm 


nthe road £13, 295 


VERSA SALES 


Widnes Car Centre Limited, 
Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 7AL. 


Tel: 0151 420 2000 
Fax: 0151 495 1382 


/Motability 


*This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 


PLUS a range of used Versa vehicles are available. Prices start from £6, 495 
Phone Phil Hawkins at Versa Sales for an appointment or details of current stock. 


warned that such schem: 
should not end up reinfor 
ing negative perceptions <« 


disability. 
“It would be more effectir 
to get offenders to d 


community service with peop 
with disabilities,” she told D} 
“They would then get 

day-to-day understanding « 
what the outcomes could be.” 


Renault 
Master 
25 diesel 


£16,595 


on the road 


Renault 
Trafic 
19 diesel 


In the limelight: Eastender’s Beppe (Michael Greco) and Kith & 
‘Kids member Nicole McKenna were at the launch of a new mobile 
‘sensory room in Tottenham, London, in August. The room pro- 
vides stimulating play for disabled children and is the work of the 


charities Kith & Kids, Equal Play and the Albion Kids Show. 


Insurers still testing 


‘The Government and the 
amsurance industry are at log- 
gerheads after life insurers said 
they would still use results of 
genetic tests when assessing 
imsurance applications. 

The Government said such 
tests should not be used until 
its newly established Genetics 
and Insurance Committee had 
approved them. 

But the Association of 
British Insurers (ABI) has said 
that, while nobody will be 
forced to have genetic tests, its 
members can continue to use 
the results if someone has 
already been tested. 

Science Minister Lord 
Sainsbury has written to the 


Business awards 
‘Nominations are being invited 
for the Scope-backed British 
Gas Open to All Awards, which 
teward businesses providing 
high-quality services to dis- 
abled people. Areas from which 
nominations will be accepted 
include Derbyshire, Hereford 
and Worcester, Leicestershire, 
Nottinghamshire, Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire 
and the West Midlands. 

The closing date for 
nominations is 1 November. 
Tel: 0808-100 2070, minicom: 


ABI amid speculation that tests 
not approved by the committee 
will be banned. 

A Department of Trade and 
Industry spokesperson said: 
“The Government has made it 
clear that the use of genetic 
tests in insurance should be 
validated by the Genetics and 
Insurance Committee.” 

But a spokesman for the ABI 
said: “We are only taking into 
account seven tests where there 
is clear statistical and scientific 
evidence that it could affect 
someone’s lifespan.” 

Insurers would adjust premi- 
ums and, if necessary, give 
refunds if the committee said 
the tests were invalid, he added. 


* Tobe fiving near the sea 
” Homely surroundings 
-” Near shops, pubs, cinemas, 


0345-660 888. 


Amputee helpline 


The Murray Foundation, a 
Scottish charity for amputees, 
has launched a new telephone 
helpline in Scotland for families 
of people who have had 
amputations. 

_ The freephone line will be 
open 24 hours a day and will be 
Staffed by people who have 
experienced an amputation in 
their family. Tel: 0800-028 2822. 


* Transport to clubs, concerts, museums, 
Access to colleges 
* A chance to trv photography, painting, 
clay work. and much more 
Are you aged between [8-30 ? 
For information contact 
Gillian Purvis on Chichester 01243 786064 


News 5 


DDA groundbreaker 


A groundbreaking case has 
helped define the terms of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) as it applies to people 
who become disabled with a 
progressive illness while they 
are working. 

Sacked oil executive and can- 
cer patient Tom McLauchlan, 
52, was awarded a total of 
£82,018 by an employment tri- 
bunal in Aberdeen on 9 August. 
This is the highest ever com- 
pensation award to date under 
the DDA in Scotland, and the 
second highest ever in Britain. 

The tribunal found that Stolt 
Comex Seaway had unfairly 
dismissed Mr McLauchlan and 
discriminated against him on 
grounds of his disability. He 
was dismissed from his job in 


July 1998 for alleged low pro- 
ductivity. His employers 
claimed that, at the time, Mr 
McLauchlan had led them to 
believe he was “cured” due to 
his positive attitude. However, 
the tribunal found that Mr 
McLauchlan’s wife had made 
the company fully aware that 
he still had cancer. 

“We don’t believe he was 
discriminated against,” said 
Stolt Comex Seaway com- 
munications manager Julian 
Thompson. “His performance 
wasn’t as good as it should 
have been and we don’t think 
this was due to his illness 
because he said he was fit.” 

The tribunal, however, found 
that there was no basis for 
dismissal on grounds of Mr 


McLauchlan’s performance. 

Claire McManus of Harper 
Macleod who represented Mr 
McLauchlan said the case hinged 
on the company’s knowledge of 
her client’s disability. 

“Mr McLauchlan has a posi- 
tive attitude to cancer and the 
company used that against 
him,” she said. “They knew he 
had a life-threatening disease. 
The tribunal found that because 
they had knowledge at one 
point in time, that knowledge 
couldn’t just suddenly cease.” 

Neil Betteridge, campaigns 
director of tthe’ Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation, said: “The DDA 
is no panacea, but this shows 
that when it does work it works 
very well indeed.” 


Charity drug challenge 


A national charity has accused 
the Government of trying to 
influence the outcome of 
assessments of a multiple scle- 
rosis (MS) drug because it is 
too expensive. 

The Multiple 
Society has accused ministers 
of playing down the effective- 
ness of the drug beta interferon 
in advance of it being assessed 
by the new National Institute 
for Clinical Excellence (NICE). 

The drug, which costs 
£10,000 per patient each year, is 
one of the MS treatments to be 


Sclerosis 


assessed when NICE starts 
work this autumn. 

NICE is aimed at deciding 
on the effectiveness of treat- 
ments and setting national 
standards. It will also look into 
hip replacements and treat- 
ments for pressure sores and 
schizophrenia. 

Peter Cardy, the MS Society’s 
chief executive, said: “There is 
unequivocal evidence that beta 
interferon can significantly 
reduce relapses in MS and slow 
disability. So why do ministers 
continue to play down its 


efficacy? It looks as if they are 
pre-empting NICE’s appraisal.” 

He also said that there was 
currently an unacceptable varia- 
tion of availability of the drug 
across the country. 

The Government has denied 
it is trying to influence NICE 
and that it is playing down beta 
interferon’s effectiveness. 

Health Secretary Frank 
Dobson said: “We have pledged 
to implement national stan- 
dards of care — where access to 
the NHS is based on need and 
need alone.” 


Lord Mayor Treloar School 
Froyle, Alton, Hampshire GU34 4LA 


young people with physical and 

learning disabilities aged 7-16, full 
National Curriculum access, an extensive 
range of subjects to GCSE, the Certificate 
individual 
programmes delivered by specialist staff 
and a unique interdisciplinary programme 
for students with cerebral palsy. Support 
is provided from therapy and medical 
teams, careers service, counselling and 


| 30 Mayor Treloar School offers, to § 


of Educational Achievement, 


rehabilitation engineering. 


The overall aim is to help: students work 
towards their maximum potential and to 


enhance their independence and social skills in preparation for 


further education and adult life. 


Many students continue with further education at the nearby Lord 
Mayor Treloar National Specialist College. Both School and 
College are supported by the Treloar Trust. For further information 
on School and College, or to arrange a visit, please contact Helen 
Burton, Admissions Officer, on (01420) 547425. 


For a copy of the prospectus, or to arrange a visit, please fill 
in this form and send it to: Helen Burton, Dept DNO5, Lord 
Mayor Treloar School, Froyle, Alton, Hampshire GU34 4LA. 
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6 News review 


Scaling the heights: Sheila Foster was one of the first visually 
impaired people to appreciate the outline of Ripon Cathedral using 
a new scale model. The 11th century cathedral will also feature 


Braille signs and audio tapes for visitors. YORKSHIRE POST 
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In Aly 1805 Staal Doone, the Managing Droctor andl Founder ol Cyoiows wes 


rushed to the Midlands Centre for Spinal injuries following a serious RTA in which 


hun he severed his spinal cord at C6/7. 


‘The skill and dedication of staff at Oswestry saw him through the next 6 months 


and prepared him for Iie in the outside world. 


Cyclone Mobility and Fitness are now one of the country's leading mobility providers. 


| CYCLONE. FREEPOST NWW 3068, Ellesmere Port South Wirral L66 1BR 
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“Quality 
“Quality 


life... 


its all about 


For more information, please complete the coupon below and return 
by post or fax to: 

Touchstone Exhibitions and Conferences Ltd, 

4 Red Lion Street, Richmond-upon-Thames, Surrey TW9 1RW. 
Tel: 020 8332 0044 Fax: 020 8332 0874 

Email: touchstone@btinternet.co.uk 
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Medical negligence claims 
against the NHS have reached 
record levels. One in every £12 
spent by the NHS is spent on 
negligence cases, according to 
figures published in The Times 
at the end of July. More than 
£300m was paid out in the last 
year by the NHS in compensa- 
tion, although many of the 
sums were the culmination of 
long-running cases. 

But just as the health service 
is starting to acknowledge 
some of its mistakes and pay 
compensation to disabled peo- 
ple, access to legal aid is due to 
be severely curtailed. 

New rules brought in at 
the end of July mean that in 
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future only 200 specialist 
solicitors will be allowed to 
prosecute clinical negligence 
cases on legal aid funds. For 
those who don't qualify for 
legal aid the only recourse is 
a potentially expensive “no 
win, no fee” arrangement or 
good insurance. 

Simon Elliman, solicitor 
with clinical negligence special- 
ists Withy King, stresses the 
importance of a correct pre- 
surgery consent procedure. 
“Doctors are bound by law to 
warn their patient of any signif- 
icant problems that may occur 
as a result of surgery: Failure to 
do this could result in a case of 
clinical negligence,” he said. 


Centre saved 


In a landmark judgement, Pam 
Coughlan, 55, prevented North 
Devon and Exeter Health 
Authority from closing her 
NHS rehabilitation centre. 

Ms Coughlan, who is 
severely disabled, was promised 
a “home for life” when she 
moved to Morgan House 
in 1971. 

The case established that 
long-term nursing care is the 
responsibility of the NHS and 
should, therefore, be free. 
Residential care is provided by 
local authorities and is 
means-tested. 


Jail threat 


The Government may be 
planning to jail people with 
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NHS claims record 


Several major pay-outs for 

medical injury or negligence hit 
the headlines this month. 
e Eight-year-old Katie Phillips 
received £2.1m for damages 
caused when nurse Beverly 
Allitt injected her and her twin 
Becky with insulin in 1991. 
Becky was killed and Katie was 
left disabled by the nurse, who 
suffered from Munchausen’s 
syndrome by proxy. | 
e Ian Stewart from Bristol is 
likely to receive a multi-million 
pound damages settlement. 
Six-year-old Ian has spastic 
quadriplegia as a result of a 
heart operation at Bristol Royal 
Infirmary. Up to 60 similar 
claims are pending. 


untreatable psychiatric disor- 
ders if they are believed to pose 
a threat to society. 

Part of a £1m overhaul of 
the Care in the Community 
system, the proposals have 
encountered criticism from 
many civil rights and mental 
health groups. 


Union demands 


The Trades Union Congress 
(TUC) called for protection of 
disabled workers at a confer- 
ence in July, demanding that all 
workplaces should be covered 
by disability discrimination 
legislation. | 
The TUC said one of the 
biggest failings of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) was 
the large number of workplaces 
that were excluded from it. ‘ 
has issued a DDA guid 
for unions. 1 


Social skills 


Social services departments 
will have to make their annua 
performance records public as 
part of a new set of proposals 
launched by Health Minis 
John Hutton. 
Departments will be oblige 
to publish figures showing 
the number of older people 
and people with disabilities 
and mental health problem 
who are being given help te 
live at home. The Performa 
Assessment Framework will 
provide 50 indicators td 
help people find out how well 
their local social services 
are doing. ' 


The first data will 
published in the autumn. 


Millennium miles 

BT is joining with the UK’ 
countryside agencies t 

improve and publicise foot 
paths which can be used by 
disabled people. The two-yea 
scheme, BT Millennium Miles 
aims to develop 2,000 miles o 
paths to a suitable standard. 


News 7 


Bear with them: Charity mascot Rupert the Bear was on hand to 
make sure everyone had a fantastic day out at Muscular Dystrophy 
Campaign’s 40th anniversary party. Lauren Lambard, 4, and mum 
Tracey from Ilkeston, Derbyshire, were just two of the happy faces 
at the party held at Ragley Hall in Warwickshire. 


Peer 
pressure 


The Government has appointed 
its first disabled working peer. 

Baroness Rosalie Wilkins, 
53, has been a TV researcher 
and presenter, developing the 
Link programme for disabled 
people in the 1970s and making 
documentaries, most recently 
Circling the Dragon (1995) 
about disability in China. As a 
member of the Prince of Wales’ 
Advisory Group on Disability 
(1982-90), and a member or 
trustee of many groups from 
the Spinal Injuries Association 
to Graeae Theatre Company, 
she has had much influence in 
the disability world. 

She said: “I think Labour 
were looking for someone to 
represent the disability area — 
they felt working peers were 
weak on that and they should 
demonstrate their interest — 
and they were looking for 
a woman.” 

She denied that taking the 
Labour whip would limit her 
freedom to comment: “Often 
the subtlest comment can have 
quite a lot of effect.” But there 
would be no “tub-thumping”. 

Three days a week in the 
Lords and late-night sittings 
mean Ms Wilkins will have to 
leave her job at the National 
Centre for Independent Living. 

She will be formally 
introduced in October but will 
not be able to vote until after 
her maiden speech. 

There are now four 
wheelchair users in the Lords. 
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A charity has criticised the new 
national stadium to be built at 
Wembley for having too few 
wheelchair spaces. 

The design for the new 
90,000-seat stadium, due to 
open for the 2003 FA cup final, 
was unveiled in July. It will have 
400 wheelchair spaces. 

While this improves on the 
100 wheelchair spaces in the 
present stadium and on the 
minimum recommended by the 
Government’s Football Task 
Force, it is still too few for the 
Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR). 

Alun Francis, regional 
development officer for access 


at RADAR, said: “We welcome 
the fact that they have done 
more than they had to, but 
we would like to see 900 
wheelchair spaces.” 

RADAR believes stadiums 
should have one wheelchair 
space for every 100 seats. 

But a Wembley spokesman 
said: “Nothing is set in stone 
yet. However, we are putting in 
more seats than recommended 
by the Task Force.” 

The stadium will have an 
audio system for visually 
impaired fans, and the number 
of disabled toilets will increase 
from six to 30. While parking 
spaces will be reduced from 
6,000 to 3,600, Wembley has 


Wembley criticised 


stressed that there will still be 
enough disabled parking spaces. 
e Manchester United’s 
Disabled Supporters Club 
(MUDSC) has scored a victory 
for wheelchair-using football 
fans across Europe. People 
attending European cup finals 
will now be guaranteed an 
adequate view, access to toilets 
and staff to assist them. 

The concessions were agreed 
by UEFA, football’s ruling 
body, after fans complained 
about a Manchester United 
match in Barcelona earlier this 
year. There were only 40 wheel- 
chair spaces available, visibility 
was poor and the fans were 


admitted after kick-off. 


Not so 
capital 


From next year Braille will 
include an extra dot for capital 
letters, Braille Authority UK 
has announced. 

Critics say this will put 
people off learning Braille and 
make publications longer. 

Jill Allen-King of the 
National Federation of the 
Blind said: “People who go 
blind find it difficult to learn 
Braille. The extra dot will make 
it even harder.” 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind said both types of 
Braille would be used for some 
time to come. 


Balder UK Ltd, Unit E, Telford Road, Houndmills Ind Est, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6YU 
Tel: (01256) 477333 Fax: (01256) 470055 


Cannabis calls 


Campaigners for 
the legalisation 
of cannabis for 
medical use have 
welcomed calls 
by new Liberal Democrat 
leader Charles Kennedy for a 
royal commission to investigate 
current drugs policies, although 
he has not decided on his own 
position yet. The calls follow 
the acquittal of spinally injured 
Colin Davies, who was accused 
of supplying the drug to other 
disabled people. He is the first 
person to be cleared for supply- 
ing cannabis for medical use. 
Paul Flynn, Labour MP 
for Newport, welcomed Mr 
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Kennedy’s demand. Mr Flynn 
has tabled a motion in the 
Commons for the legalisation 
of natural cannabis for medical 
use, which has so far won the 
backing of 102 MPs. 

He said: “A leader of a major 
political party has come out 
with a reasonable comment on 
our foolish drug laws.” 

Clare Hodges, director of 
the Alliance for Cannabis 
Therapeutics, said of the 
Davies case: “It was a triumph 
for common sense. I think it is 
less likely that we will be 
prosecuted now.” 

“A commission can do no 


harm at all,” she added. 
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Homework fears 


The Employment Service (ES) 
should do more to_ help 
disabled people who want to 
work from home, the National 
Group on Homeworking 
(NGH) has said. 

The NGH revealed that the 
number of disabled people 
contacting it to ask advice on 
finding homework has soared, 


and many enquiries have been 
referred by the ES New Deal for 
Disabled People. But there are 
fears that people are falling prey 
to firms which take registration 
fees and then send no work. 
Lyn Ellison, policy worker 
for the NGH, said: “People get 
referred to us by job centres 
because they cannot find the 


work there. There would not be 
such a proliferation in bogus 
firms if people could find work 
in job centres.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Department for Education and 
Employment said: “New Deal 
advisors should ensure that 
clients seeking homework are 
aware of the problems.” 


Ahoy there! The Multiple 


DA E W. O ‘@) Sclerosis Society’s brand new, 

state-of-the-art yacht, Multiple 

NZ Challenge, came 107th out. 

of 215 competitors in the 

gruelling 600-mile Fastnet Race 
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Budding disabled actors are set | 
to benefit from a National| 
Lottery grant to give them) 
training in the theatre. The) 
£350,000 grant to Theatre! 
3 YEARS 
INSURANCE NO ADVANCE } 
is to open up job opportunities | 
3 YEARS SERVICING PAY MENT aap youn? ial 
3 YEARS RAC im Lough, combined arts) 
COVER AN D A CHOIC = director at the Scottish Art 
: Council, said: “In the past we: 
have supported a large number! 
OF CARS of projects which address 
or a developmental tool.” 
Deputy Minister for Culture! 
and Sport, Rhona Brankin, 
said: “This initiative will ensure 
that disabled people who are 
committed to making a career 


Workshop in Edinburgh will} 
allow 15 disabled people to get 
training and professional expe-| 
disability issues. Where this ini-) 
tiative differs from many is in| 
its focus on access to drama as 


rience over three years. The aim) 
) 
an art form rather than therapy. 


out of their performance skills 
have the opportunity to do so.” 


Essay 
winners | 


A disabled woman with mental 
health problems has wor 
£1,000 for an essay about 
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her carers. 
Charlotte Brazier, from 


Uckfield, took the prize as winy 
ner of the Prudential’s Carer¢ 
Essay Competition, which 
called on disabled people td 
write about the enabling role 
carers play in their lives. Mé 
Brazier wrote about care pro) 
vided by her husband John anc 
10-year-old son Chris. it 

Joan Dillon, Ann May, Briat 
Ellis, Betty Brown and Sandré 
Leventon won prizes of £10¢ 
each for their entries. } 


to pay... all thanks to Daewoo Motability. Should you wish, we will gladly arrange a home visit, at your convenience, 


so you can test drive a Daewoo for yourself. 


For information on the Daewoo range and your nearest 
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‘Family ties: Eight-year-old Pascal Sexton’s school is now £15,010 


Fines to stop people cycling on 
pavements must be properly 
enforced to protect pedestrians, 
a charity has warned. 

The new £20 fine can be 
handed out by police with a 28- 
day time limit for payment, 
without the need for the 
soffender to go to court. 
| But it will be up to each 
vofficer to decide whether to 
‘issue a fine, give a warning or 
report the case for prosecution. 
‘On-the-spot fines cannot be 
given to people under 16, 


/although they can be taken to 
‘court or cautioned. 

_ The National Federation of 
‘the Blind is concerned about 


blind people being run into by 


ybetter off thanks to his famous uncle Liam Neeson. A Star Wars 
| signed by Liam and the cast of Episode One: The Phantom 
Menace and given to Pascal, who has Down’s Syndrome, was 
auctioned for Highdown School in Worthing, West Sussex. 


Pavement penalties 


cyclists. Jill Allen-King, public 
relations officer for the charity, 
said the penalties must be 
enforced even for children 
under 16 riding adult bikes. 
And young children riding on 
pavements should be super- 
vised by parents and trained to 
respect pedestrians, she added. 

“We hope more people will 
be fined and deterred from rid- 
ing on the pavement,” she said. 

But she is concerned that 
this will not happen without 
more resources. 


EVENING ARGUS, BRIGHTON 


“We know there are not. 


enough police walking the 
streets and if there are not 
enough of them, they will not 
be enforcing it,” she said. 


News 9 


Housing loophole 


Disability groups fear that 
8,000 homes could be built 
each year with insufficient 
access despite new rules 
coming into force in October to 
prevent this. 

The new rules say that 
houses should not be built with 
a step at the front door so they 
¢an be | accessible “to 
wheelchair users. 

But under the current plans 
some houses and flats such as 
those with no front garden 
could be permitted to have 
steps, said the Housing and 
Disability Group, which 
includes the National Disabled 
Persons Housing Service. 


The group is concerned that 
the pressure to build in high 
densities and on brownfield 
sites means that fewer houses 
and flats will have gardens in 
the future and will therefore be 
allowed to have steps. It wants 
Government action to ensure 
all new housing is accessible. 

Chair of the group, Ginnie 
Shaw, said: “We do not accept 
that properties with no front 
garden should automatically be 
allowed a step at the front door. 
This isn’t just an inner city issue 
either — all sorts of places where 
land is at a premium are affect- 
ed. If the Government endorses 


this loophole, significant 


numbers of new homes will 
continue to be inaccessible to 
disabled people.” 

A spoksperson for 
the Department of the 
Environment, Transport and the 
Regions said: “There is no loop- 
hole. When a step cannot be 
avoided at the main entrance, 
access may be provided to a 
suitable alternative entrance.” 

Ms Shaw said: “In a lot of 
new properties there is not a 
suitable alternative entrance. 
We want to see the Government 
act now to ensure that the new 
building regulations guarantee 
that all new homes 
accessible for disabled people.” 


are 


Cost curbs 
treatment 


People with schizophrenia are 
being “left to rot” on old-style 
drugs with serious side effects, 
a charity has claimed. 

Over half of all psychiatrists 
are restricted in prescribing 
newer drugs for financial rea- 
sons, according to the National 
Schizophrenia Fellowship (NSF) 
report Is Cost a Factor Il. 

Modern drugs such as 
risperidone, olanzapine and 
clozapine can be 30 times more 
expensive but result in less need 
for people to go into hospital 
and greatly increase their 
quality of life, said the NSF. 

A spokesperson for the 
Department of Health said 
management of schizophrenia 
would be examined by the 
National Institute for Clinical 
Excellence, set up to advise on 
the effectiveness of treatments 
and starting work this autumn. 

An extra £2.5m has been 
allocated to fund newer 
schizophrenia drugs this year. 
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Newts aid research 


Newts could help develop a 
cure for deafness, a research 
charity has claimed. 

The charity Defeating 
Deafness is to commission a 
three-year research project 
looking at the way that newt 
limbs regrow. 

Much hearing loss is caused 
by damage to sensory hair cells 


in the ear, but there is evidence 
that the cells can recover, the 
charity says. It is hoped the 
newts will help explain this. 
Vivienne Michael, Defeating 
Deafness chief executive, said: 
“Hair cell regeneration has 
proved a fruitful area of 
research over recent years and 
there is real hope that this 
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research could unearth some 
major breakthroughs.” 

e@ The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) is 
warning of the danger of hear- 
ing loss caused by music in 
nightclubs. 

An RNID report, Safer 
Sound, found that, among reg- 
ular nightclubbers, 62 per cent 
have experienced problems 
with their hearing. While most 
people remain unconcerned, 
the charity is warning that the 
effects build up over time. 

James Strachan, RNID chief 
executive, said: "We are roller- 
coastering towards an epidemic 
of hearing loss in middle rather 
than old age." 

The charity recommends 
that regular clubbers use 
earplugs. 


Spit it out: Professor Christopher Viney, a materials chemist from 
Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh, takes a sample of giraffe 
saliva in research which could help with health problems related to 


breathing, digestion and reproduction. 
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Parkinson’s drugs debate 


Treatment of Parkinson’s 
disease needs a substantial 
rethink, a charity has 
said, after trials showed newer 
drugs cause less uncontrolled 
movement than standard 
treatments. 

Parkinson’s causes tremor 
and difficulty with movement, 
and affects around 120,000 
people in the UK. 

The results of a five-year 
study, revealed at a conference 
in Vancouver, Canada, show 
that the drug ReQuip (ropini- 
role) is 15 times less likely 


to cause the side effect of 
uncontrolled movement than 


the traditional treatment 
levodopa. 
ReQuip should allow 


doctors to delay prescribing 
levodopa for at least five years — 
that is, the length of time that 
the new drug has so far been 
seen to work. 

Mary Baker, chief executive 
of the Parkinson’s Disease 
Society, said: “The results of 
the study will radically change 
the way Parkinson’s is treated 
in the UK. There now needs to 
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be a major rethink of initial 
drug treatment, which has tra- 
ditionally favoured the use of 
levodopa.” 

e A new drug which blocks 
chemicals causing rheumatoid 
arthritis looks set for launch in 
the UK early next year. 

The drug Enbrel combats a 
chemical known as tumour 
necrotising factor, which 
is involved in setting off 
symptoms of rheumatoid 
arthritis. 

While it is not a cure, Enbrel 
does reduce pain. 


Rehab 
helps 


Thousands of people are 
becoming disabled because 
they miss out on therapy after a 
stroke, a charity has claimed. 

The Stroke Association has 
called for better provision after 
the results of a Nottingham 
University study which showed 
that people who had five 
months of occupational thera- 
py (OT) after a stroke were far 
less likely to have disabilities. 
But up to three-fifths of those 
who have had a stroke do not 
get any sort of rehabilitation. 

A Stroke Association 
spokesman said: “OT helps 
people to carry out day-to-day 
activities such as washing, 
dressing or making a cup of 
tea. The Department of Health 
should look carefully at the 
results of this research and con- 
sider introducing a service as 
soon as possible for all those 
affected by stroke.” 
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News focus 11 


‘When the second phase of Part Ill of the Disability Discrimation Act kicks in next month, we should be one 
‘more step towards accessible goods and services for all. Sally Brown reports 


Reasons 


When Ian Dury wrote his 1980s 
lpop classic Reasons to be 
Cheerful (Part 3), he had no 
idea that ten years later Part III 
would be the start of something 
to be very cheerful about. 
The next stage of Part III of 
the Disability Discrimination 


“Part Ill of the DDA 
should take disabled 
ipeople a step nearer 
equal rights and an 
integrated society” 


‘Act (DDA), which will be intro- 
iduced on 1 October, should 
take disabled people a step 
nearer equal rights and an 
lintegrated society. 

| According to Margaret 
‘Hodge, Minister for Disabled 
/People, the new laws represent 
ja “high-street revolution”. 

“For far too long disabled 
people have been denied the 
simple right of access to goods 
jand services which the rest of 
jus take for granted,” she said. 
| The first phase of Part III of 
the DDA came into force in 
‘December 1996, making it 
illegal for companies to 
discriminate against disabled 
people by refusing them service 
if access is possible. The third 
jand final phase of Part II 
icomes into force in 2004, when 
jservice providers will have to 


he implications 


ompanies will have to 
make “reasonable adjust- 
to allow disabled 
people access to their goods 
or services: Some examples: 


e ‘Staff in phe corner 
shops will be required to 
bring goods out for disabled 
people to select and buy; 


e Hairdressers which are 
inaccessible will have to 
offer a home service; 


Financial institutions will 
have to provide forms and 
documents in large print. 


Of aa the a words 
are “reasonable adjust- 
been. There will be many 

| cases where adjustments 
that are needed are deemed — 
to be unreasonable. A bank | 
might be located in a listed 

| building, for instance, or the 
_cost of alterations might be 
considered prohibitive to a 
_small business. 


the public to adjust to the 
changes slowly. 

“Nobody allowed people to 
get used to seatbelts slowly; 
nobody will be allowed to get 
used to changes in welfare 
benefits slowly. So why should 
disabled people have to wait for 
people to get used to them 
having access?” she asks. 

But Bert Massie, director of 
the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilition, 
welcomes the Part III 
regulations: “They extend to 
disabled people the right to 
have policies and practices that 
don’t discriminate — and that’s 
a great plus.” 


to be cheerful — part Ill 


However, Mr Massie 
believes the big change will 
really come when the DDA is 
fully implemented in 2004: 
“On that day, another type of 
discrimination will be behind 
rather than in front of us.” 

Only when the Act comes 
into force completely and is 
underpinned by the Disability 
Rights Commission will it be 
possible to assess the effects. 
And, of course, it remains to be 
seen how far the all-important 
words “reasonable adjustment” 
will curb the full power of 
Part III. 

So, as they say, you’ll have to 
watch this space. 


What an Act: let’s hope Part Ill is as good a performer as Ian Dury 


physically make their buildings 
accessible to disabled customers 
if it is “reasonable” to do so. In 
October, companies and organ- 
isations will have to take 
“reasonable” steps to provide 
aids or adjust practices to 
enable disabled people to use a 
service (see box below left). 
Responsibility for policing 
the DDA will fall to the new 
Disability Rights Commission, 
which received royal assent on 
28 July and is due to start work 
in April 2000. The Commission 
will have the power to keep the 
DDA under review, carry out 
investigations, assist some 


disabled people who take their 
cases to court, and arrange 
independent conciliation of 
disputes. So it will have some 
influence in the move towards 
equal access to goods and 
services. 

However, critics claim the 
DDA is an act without teeth. At 
present its laws are enforceable 
only by private action brought 
by individuals, for which there 
is no legal aid available. 

And Rachel Hurst, director 
of Disability Awareness in 
Action, is critical of the delay in 
introducing the DDA in full 
and refutes the need to allow 


AUTUMN BREAKS AT 


— HOLTON: 


LEE — 


Take time out to enjoy the season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness, overlooking the shores of Poole Harbour, 
within 350 acres of rural Dorset. 

Choose the Barn or Gateway Cottage for your 
weekend, mid-week or longer break! 


Gateway Cottage: 
self-contained and 
offering self-catering 
accommodation for up 
to seven people. Fully 
accessible ground floor, 
living room, kitchen, large 


The Barn: 

thoughtfully designed, 
fully accessible flexible 
accommodation for up to 
9 guests. Full board, care 
staff available. 


bathroom, one double and one single bedroom. Upstairs two twin 
rooms plus bathroom. All refurbished to a very high standard. 


For full details: 
Holton Lee (DN/SE), henry (BH1679), 
Poole, Dorset BH16 6JN 
Tel/Fax: (01202) 631063, E-mail: holton@Iids.co.uk 
Visit our website: http://www.Ids.co.uk/holtonlee 


PAUL SLATTERY/RETNA PICTURES 


os - Factfile 


e Disabled people SS feel they ove been dened access to 
goods and services unfairly may be able to get assistance from 
the Disability Rights Commission, but the usual recourse will 
still be the courts. 


e The Dissent for Education and Employment has 
produced A Brief Guide to the Disability Discrimination Act, 
free from Disability on the Agenda, FREEPOST, Bristol BS38 
7DE, tel: 0345-622 633, textphone: 0345-622 644. The leaflet is 
available in Braille, on audio cassette, signed and subtitled 
video, and in a version for people with learning difficulties. 


e The National Disability Council’s Code of Practice (DDA 
1995) — Rights of Access to Goods, Facilities, Services and 
Premises, £12.95, tel: 0870-600 5522. 


© DDA helpline, tel: 0345 622 633, textphone: 0345 622 644. 


TEST (9 VALLEY 
MOBILITY 


© Ceiling track hoists with a lift 


capacity up to 40 stones 


¢ Compatible range of slings 


e Free demonstration and survey 


e Other products in the Nova 


range include door openers, 
stairlifts, vertical lifts, digital 
scales and public access lifts 


© Refurbished products are 
available throughout the range 


giving a considerable cost saving 


e Visit us on stand 192 at the 
Independent Living Exhibition, 
Wembley 

TELEPHONE: (01794) 367808 
Fax: (01794) 367821 
E-MAIL: admin @tvmo.demon.co.uk 


Leen ccc 
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12 Sport 


Athletes grab 
world records 


Thirty six world records. were 
at the first ever 
European Cerebral Palsy 
Athletics Championships in 
Nottingham on August 12-15. 
Athletes from 26 countries 
attended the championships 
opened by Minister for Sport 
Kate 
Brooking, 


smashed 


Hoey and_ Trevor 
chair of Sport 
England. 

Chris Martin broke 


his own world record in the 


Britain’s 


class three javelin with a throw 
of 19.336m, only to lose it 


seconds later to Roman Musil 
from the Czech Republic, who 
threw 20.90m. But Martin then 
pushed Musil into second place 
and set a world record in class 
three discus. 

Lloyd Upsdell won gold in 
the 200m (class five) and went 
on to take gold in the 100m. 

England and Wales team 
manager Craig Carcadden 
said: “The whole team looks 
hungry for success and half the 
squad could well go on to 
Sydney.” 


| looked for a 
GOOD PROVEN 
record of RELIABILITY 


With my Superlightweight 
Mangar Bathlift | can ENJOY 
bathing on my own, COMFY and SAFE” 


Jim’s wife tells us: 
“It’s so LIGHT and 


EASY to remove from 


the bath”. 


@ SUPERLIGHTWEIGHT 
@ SUPER RELIABLE 
@ MORE LEG ROOM 


Name ee ; 
Address 


ce 


Contact: Mangar International Ltd., 
Presteigne, Powys, Wales, LD8 2UF. 
Tel: 01544 267674 Fax: 01544 260287 

email: sales@mangar.co.uk DN9/99 
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BOWLES ASSOCIATES NOTTINGHAM 


Dressage 
medals 


British riders won nine gold 
medals at the World Dressage 
Championships for the 
Disabled in Denmark in July. 
Led by Dianne Tubbs, the 
British Own Horse Team took 
gold. Riding Danish horses, 
borrowed just days before the 
event, the British Borrowed 
Horse Team led by Lee 
Pearson, also came first. 


Swim team 
makes waves 


British swimmers dominated 
the International Paralympic 
European Swimming 
Championships in Germany on 
1-7 August, claiming a stagger- 
ing 58 gold, 31 silver and 22 
bronze medals. 

Excellent individual perfor- 
mances included Tim Reddish 
from Nottingham who took 
three golds in three swims, and 
21-year-old Sascha Kindred 
from Crawley, whose world 
record-breaking swim in the 
SB7 100m breaststroke shaved 
2.5 seconds off his own best. 
Newcomer Danielle Watts, 18, 
from Alton, claimed a gold 
medal and world record in her 
first ever international race, the 
S1 50m freestyle. 

Clive Dunn, national perfor- 
mance director, said: “This will 
stand them in good stead for 
the Sydney Paralympics in 
October.” 


Tanni Grey-Thompson 
i ea aa ee a 


Good news 
and bad 


This week has been one of the 
most fun times I’ve ever had in 
wheelchair racing. I was asked 
to try out a 200m indoor ath- 
letics track in Glasgow to see if 
it’s suitable for wheelchairs to 
race on. 

If you’ve watched the likes of 
Jamie Baulch running bends on 
TV and thought that they 
looked steep, well, let me tell 
you, they are more like the 
north face of the Eiger in real 
life! You need to be able to 
push at four-minute mile pace 
just to stay on the track. 

There was a bet on to see if I 
could get out into lane five 
(about two metres up) before 
my husband Ian in his wheel- 
chair. I did actually manage it — 
I got on to the track while Ian 
was taking a break! 

Scary it may have been, but 
what a buzz. Racing on a track 
like that would certainly 
change the way wheelchair ath- 
letes compete. There would be 
far more diving from lane to 
lane. It made me think of pur- 
suit cycling. Maybe this is the 
way for us to race indoors? 

Some sad news to report: 
sports presenter Helen 
Rollason has died. I well 
remember the controversy 
when it was first announced 
that a woman was going to 
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MM 
COACHW ORK 


Specialist | Conversions 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 


accessible people carrier. High quality with.easy access and 


excellent visibility. 


Passenger layout options include: 


e 5, seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


Features include: 
e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 


e unleaded petrol or diesel engine 


e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering Suspension. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 
David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 


Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
Tel: 01626 853050 


Team talk 


{ 
, 
F 
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anchor that bastion of all) 
things male and sporty, the} 
BBC’s Grandstand. But when I} 
first met her at the 1990 World} 
Championships it was obvious | 
Helen Rollason had a genuine| 
love of sport. She became more} ; 
than just a reporter — shel 
became a friend. I found the) 
1996 Atlanta Paralympic) 
Games particularly tough but} 
had enormous help and sup- 
port from Helen. I found it) 
impossible to refuse an inter- 
view with her, however I waa 
feeling. Her strength through) 
everything was something to. 
admire and aim for. 
When she agreed to come to) 
our wedding in May, I was) 
delighted. Unfortunately, she) 
was too ill to attend. Her death 
will be a loss to the athletes 
who knew her, but what she did| 
to promote sport can never be| 
taken away. She didn’t have! 
enough time to do some of the| 
things that she wanted, but she! 
had enough time to make a} 
difference. , 


| 


Tanni Grey-Thompson is a 
Paralympic gold medallist. 


| 
: 


Basketball bronze 


Britain’s men’s basketball 
team took bronze in the 
July European Wheelchair 
Basketball Championships. 
Gold went to France and silver 
to Germany. The British 
women went out early, leaving} 
Germany to win. 


Cyclist success 


British paralympic cyclists won 
ten medals at the European 
Cycling Championships in! 
France in July. Thomas Evan 
took three golds and Robert. 
Allen won a gold and a silver. | 


Wanted 


e Yorkshire Terriers (Disabled)} 
Cricket XI is looking for, 
players. Tel: (01756) 752169. | 
e@ The British Wheelchair Cue 
Sports Association is looking 
for snooker players. Tel 
(01536) 265185. 

e Mencap are recruiting run-§) 
ners with learning difficulties), 
for their London Marathon) 
team. Tel: 0645-777 779. 


| 
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Comment 13 


My family has been let down’ 


Carol Glass may have lost the court battle over her son’s right to treatment in July, but she is glad to have 
brought the discussion out into the open and urges other parents and organisations to voice their concerns 


BMA response 


This has clearly been a very 
difficult time for all 
concerned with David’s care 
and it is regrettable that 
communication collapsed. 
We are not able to 
comment on the particular 
care David received. But his 
story raises a number of 
very important principles 
about who decides on the 
treatment to be provided for 


“We urge doctors and 
parents to enter 
discussion with an open 
mind” 

BRET Se Se 


a child who is not able to 
make decisions for him or 
herself. The best answer, and 
the one that is achievable in 
most cases, is that decisions 
should be made by parents 
and the health team jointly. 

In some cases, clinical 

| assessment shows further 
invasive treatment to be 
inappropriate. Our guidance 
on this issue strongly 
emphasises the importance 
of discussion and consensus 
and the crucial role of 
parents in assessing whether 
the benefits of a treatment 
outweigh the burdens. 

We urge doctors and 
parents to enter discussion 
with an open mind, be 
willing to talk and listen to 
each other and seek 
agreement about the child’s 
best interests. Recourse to 
the courts should only be a 
measure of last resort, for 
everyone’s sake. The 
approach which sees the law 
as a routine trump card is 

likely to increase painful 
confrontation. The BMA’s 
plea is for improved 
dialogue wherever possible. 
British Medical Association 
Ethics Committee 


when the same doctor was on clinicians should not override 


duty. On 20 October she and 
another doctor said that David 
was dying and they were going 
to administer diamorphine to 
let him “die with dignity”. I 
refused. 

I was called to a meeting 
with a police officer present. I 
was told that David would 
receive diamorphine and I 
could do nothing about this. 

I was told that if I tried to 
take David home I would be 
arrested and a protection order 
would be placed on David. My 
child had been given 
diamorphine by the next 
morning. He was in a drug- 
induced coma and I begged the 
doctors to stop the 
diamorphine. They said no. 

I stopped the diamorphine 
myself and, with my family, 
stimulated David to rouse him. 
The doctors, nurses and police 
stood around and did nothing 
to help my son. Several hours 
later, David was discharged. 
The hospital put a DNR (do 
not resuscitate) message on 
his notes. 

Eventually, our general 
practitioner gave David a 
diamorphine antidote and 
intravenous antibiotics to clear 
his pneumonia. He recovered. 

I knew the only way I could 


g y son David was 
M _ born with hydro- 
ye -4.. cephalus (water on 
the brain). He is blind and has 
spastic quadriplegia and severe 
learning difficulties. 

He was admitted to hospital 
in July 1998, at the age of 12, 
with stertorous breathing and 
had a tonsilectomy which 
resulted in him being put on 
life support for 22 days. 

Unbeknown to me, the 
doctors had already decided 
that David’s quality of life 
merited no further intensive 
therapy unit treatment. This 
information was even in 
David’s medical records. 

David was eventually 
discharged, but after a few days 
at home, it became apparent 
that he needed hospital 
treatment again. I met a new 
doctor, who made it quite clear 
that she did not want to treat 
David. She said he was dying 
and she wanted to give him 
diamorphine. 

My concern was so great 
that I contacted a solicitor, who 
sent a letter to the Portsmouth 
Hospitals NHS Trust saying no 
sedative drugs should be given 
to David and that I would not 
contemplate euthanasia. 

David was discharged but 
was readmitted on 18 October, 


protect David was by going to 
court. We needed to establish 

whether the doctors had acted 
legally by giving diamorphine 
and withholding treatment. 

I did eventually lose the 
court case and was refused a 
review by the Appeal Court. 
However, Lord Woolf, who 
heard the case, said that when 
parents and clinicians cannot 
agree on treatment, the matter 
should be brought before the 


courts. He also said that 


parents’ wishes. 

I am pleased about Lord 
Woolf’s comments, but I feel 
David and I have been let down 
by the medical profession and 
the judicial system. It is totally 


wrong for doctors to deny 
treatment to people with severe 
disabilities, but until every 
organisation and parent voices 
their concerns, I do not believe 
the Government or the medical 
profession will listen. 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


if someone in your family has a 


LEARNING DISABILITY 


If someone in your family has a learning disability (‘mental 
handicap’), he or she needs security — not just now, but in the 
future when you’re no longer here. Mencap, the UK’s leading 
charity for people with learning disabilities, is offering a FREE 
booklet called Leaving money by will to people with learning 
disabilities. The booklet explains how you can secure your 
dependant’s future and how to avoid pitfalls such as 
unintentionally reducing their entitlement to benefits. 


To receive your FREE copy, just write to: 


Marion Young, Mencap, Room 120 
FREEPOST, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1B 1AA. 


Or phone FREE, quoting reference:120 


— 0500 243444 


Mencap (The Royal Society for Mentally Handicapped Children and Adults). A registered charity No. 222377 


CHURCHTOWN 


PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS, 
HEAD WEST AND PARTY! 3 


Forget the present buying, turkey stuffing, relative greeting, card sty 
writing, supermarket chaos and come to Churchtown ’ 


for the last gasp bash of 1999. A week long . 
programme of activities, discos andallround WN hey? 
guzzling in the company of Churchtown’s fun a ze 
loving staff team who really know how to throw a r 
party (just ask the neighbours!). Give your parents 
and carers a break or to put it another way, come 
to Cornwall and have a kicking good time while they 
slave away getting everything ready for you to breeze back 
home relaxed, refreshed and ready to enjoy the festive fun 
and frolics. 


Dates available in December 1999. 
Call or write for further details or to 
make a booking. 


——— Lanli Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 5BT 
SCOPE UY 


ron peorrewitmcertsrat Paiey Tel, 01208 872148 Fax: 01208 873377 E-mail: Churchtown@saqnet.co.uk 


Disabilitywow September 1999 


14 Profile 


Fancy cycling down a mountainside at over 30mph? Top UK mountain biker Crawford 


Carrick Anderson, who’s deaf, certainly does. Damien Vessey asked him why 


aving just cycled home, 
H: crashed out on the 
sofa and flicked 


through the top copy of my 
somewhat ridiculous stack of 
mountain bike magazines. 

Scanning down the contents 
page one article caught my eye 
in particular — on up-and- 
coming UK male downhillers 
(the strange sport of heading, 
as fast as possible, down a 
mountainside obstacle course 
on two wheels). 

It’s a sport that’s high on 
adrenalin, strong on image 
and full of attitude, so there 
will always be surprises. But I 
was unaware that one of the 
UK’s top riders, Crawford 
Carrick Anderson from 
Edinburgh, is deaf. 

Crawford, 21, who rides for 
the Giant UK team, a major 
player in the mountain biking 
world, started his sporting 
career riding in motorcycle 
trials at the age of 12. Living in 
the countryside of Dunblane, 
he got hooked after seeing a 
farmer riding a bike around his 
land. With encouragement (his 
family are obviously no couch 
potatoes: his sister skis for the 
Great Britain Ski Team) he 
made it to Scottish Champion 
in 1994. 

Two and a half years ago 
Crawford gave up on engine 
power and turned to pedal power. 

“I changed to mountain 
biking from trials because I was 


bored with it after 15 years,” 
he says. 

It sounds like he knew he 
would succeed at whatever he 
put his mind to, although he 
has never felt the need to prove 


himself because of his deafness. 


“The truth is that some 
riders thought I could hear 
because I look normal,” he 
laughs. 

After competing for three 
months in cross-country, he 
swapped to downhill. Whilst 


Meeting your needs 


At Barclays, we're totally committed to making life easier for our 


disabled customers. 


You'll find many branch services and facilities tailored to meet your 
needs. And we've also introduced the option of convenient, easy 
access home banking. 


You can discover more from the Barclays brochure ‘Making our 
services available to our disabled customers,’ available in standard or 
large print, Braille and audio. For your copy, call Barclays Information 
Line free on 0800 400 100 (via Typetalk if appropriate) or visit our 
disabled services website at www.personal.barclays.co.uk 


Barclays Bank PLC. Registered Office: 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3AH 
Registered in England, Registered No. 1026167 
Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only) 


BARCLAYS 


Top of the world: Crawford 
Carrick Anderson (above) after 
winning the downhill event at 


the NPS series at Bluith Wells, 


in June 


Flying high: Crawford (left) 
taking part at the Diesel World 
Cup event in Plymouth earlier 
this year 


PICTURES: STEVE BEHR / STOCKFILE 


riding for the Clan Downhill 
Team, and becoming British 
Senior Series Winner in 1998, 


he caught the eye of his present 


sponsors, Giant UK, into the 
bargain. 


Riding for a top team has its 
advantages, he explains. “They 


pay my expenses, and for 
spares and clothing. I will 


Legal Aid 


¢ Community Care Law 


Claims 
e Health Law 


e Family 

e Housing 

¢ Employment 

e Property, Wills and Probate 


community. 


David Levene & Co Solicitors 


DO YOU REQUIRE LEGAL 
ADVICE OR ASSISTANCE? 


We are a leading firm of Solicitors specialising in providing 
legal assistance to disabled people and their families, children and 
students, in the following areas: 


¢ Education Law (including Special Educational Needs) 


© Disability Discrimination Act Claims 
© Local Government/Public Law 
¢ Personal Injury/Medical Negligence 


Our other areas of expertise include: 


Our experienced team of lawyers include 
David Ruebain and Joanna Owen, who 
are themselves disabled and involved 
in the Disability Rights Movement, and 
Douglas Silas, a fluent British Sign 
Language user, who works with the Deaf 


We are located in Wood Green in North 
London but also have offices in Camden, 
Stratford and Birmingham. We undertake 
Legal Aid work as well as private cases. 


For free initial and confidential advice contact us at: David Levene 
& Co Solicitors, Ashley House, 235-239 High Road, Wood Green, 
London N22 8HF. Telephone: 0181-881 7777, Fax: 0181-889 6395, 
Minicom: 0181-881 6764, E-mail: info@davidlevene.co.uk 
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Future races 
Crawford will take part in 
the Scottish Championship, 
Inner Leithen, 21-22 August, 
the British Series, Ludlow, 
Shropshire, 28-29 August, and 
the World Championships, 
Are, Sweden, 11-19 September. 


definitely get a wage next year.” 

Leaving financial and 
mechanical matters to others 
has allowed Crawford to 
concentrate on racing and 
training. His emergence this 
year into the top flight is no 
coincidence. 

“T have been working very 
hard this year and I was 
training continually last 
winter,” he says. 

I wondered how Crawford 
manages to communicate with 
his managers and sponsors, as 
well as with other riders. 

“Yeah, I had a difficult time 
at dinner every night with the 
Giant Global team at the 
World Cup events [last year], 


because I missed what they said 
and chatted about,” he says. “I _ 


can communicate with my 
team mates and other riders, 


but it’s not 100 per cent. When | 


I met a new face it was 
difficult, but after a few hours 


we could understand what each’ 


other was talking about.” 
But his deafness can also be 


an advantage: “At the race I can) 


focus myself because I can’t 
hear anything. At the start I 
don’t get distracted by the 
chatter which goes on.” 

So, move Over competition. 
It looks like the man who goes 


down hills is really going up in | 


the world. 


Stop Press 


News about the 
provisions of the 
Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) coming into 
force in October 1999 
A new handbook — Notes on 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act as at May 1999 — 
written by David Ruebain 
is essential reading for 
organisations committed to 
promoting good practice 
under the Act. Includes 
sections on the impact and 
interpretation of the Act to 
date and guidance on the 
new regulations. For your 
copy please send a 
cheque/postal order for 
£10, payable to David 
Levene & Co to the 
address below. Contact 
David Ruebain if your 
organisation would like 
training on the DDA. 


: 


: 


\ 
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Parent’s voice 15 


Frances Loates wonders whether she is right to expose her daughter Charlotte to the risk of bullying 


Tm tine. Do you have a problem? 


a4 ou’re stupid and 
Y we don’t want to 
play with you.” A 


five-year-old girl with attitude 
(let’s call her Verity) is blocking 
the playhouse door. 

The child is twice Verity’s 
size and age, but a puzzled look 
flickers across her face as she 
slowly backs off. 

Her name is Charlotte. This 
is my daughter and she has 
severe learning difficulties. She 
doesn’t understand the spiteful 


There aren’t enough 
“Charlottes” out there, 
reaching into the lives of 
ordinary children 


words being hurled in her 
direction. But the tone is 
enough. She feels confused. 

She was only playing in her 
own garden and wanted to see 
where all the action was. It 
sounded like fun. 

Charlotte can’t explain this 
to Verity. Would it matter if she 
could? Is her physical 
appearance enough for Verity 
to decide that “she’s not one of 
us — let’s keep her out”? 

Luckily, older sister Anna 
appears, takes Charlotte by the 
hand and asks if she wants a 
push on the swing. Charlotte 
rushes away eagerly with a gait 


BHTA Wheelchair 


Distributors 


We worry about standards so 
you don’t have to. 


BHTA is a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 
distributors section. Our 

\ | nationwide membership 

| network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 

‘| They do it well and they do it 
| ethically. 

They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 


which has the onlooker 
anticipating a stumble. Soon 
she is shrieking with delight as 
Anna swirls her round. 

“So what?” you may think. 
“Tt’s all forgotten. The conflict 
was resolved by an experienced 
carer who decided it would be 
better not to probe.” 

But Charlotte’s younger 
sisters were lurking inside the 
playhouse during this 
unpleasant episode. They were 
unable to resume the fun as 
before, niggled by guilt at 
having allowed a visitor to their 
garden to bully their sister. 
Quite possibly, they didn’t want 
Charlotte to join in either. 

The next day at school, 
Verity asks them: “Do you 
actually like Charlotte?” 

She has been regaling their 
classmates with descriptions: 
“Imagine a girl who still poos 
in nappies, eats with her fingers 
and carries a duvet round.” 

Iam proud when I hear that 
my seven-year-old actually 
managed to whisper back: “I 
do love her. She is my sister.” 

I am proud, but of course I 
am also hurt. 

Our policy of including 
Charlotte in ordinary life 
brings its share of pain and 
embarrassment to her younger 
sisters. We are torn between 
our wish to experience the 
world with our gregarious 


A tht a 4 


We are family: life has ups and downs for Charlotte and her sisters 


ten-year-old (even when she is 
behaving badly) and our desire 
to protect the other girls from 
the “family-to-be-stared-at- 
and-pitied” syndrome. 
Perhaps we are sad idealists 
who are burdening our other 
children with the duty of acting 
as Charlotte’s ambassadors in 
the cruel playgrounds and 
parks they inhabit. Is it time to 
downsize to a family of five for 
high days and holidays instead 


of trying to make these 
occasions for everyone? Should 
we persist with the view that 
Charlotte has as much right to 
a tantrum as the next toddler? 
Contrast Verity’s 
fear/loathing/intolerance with 
the attitudes of any one of the 
ten neighbourhood children 
who come and go in our series 
of interconnecting gardens. 
They have known Charlotte 
since she was four. They are 


growing up together, 
experiencing the traumas of 
new schools, first romances, 
and Charlotte. Their exposure 
to Charlotte’s life has made 
them more tolerant and caring. 

Joe knows Charlotte will 
barge into a game of football 
with his mates. She will pick up 
the ball and block the goal. Joe 
knows she won’t mind being 
accidentally hit by the football. 
Her concentration span is short 
and she will wander off. 

Emur accepts that Charlotte 
will tread on her sandcastle by 
mistake. But she will chuckle 
when Emur shows off her hula 
hoop and will share new toys in 
return for a kiss. 

It doesn’t take much, but 
there aren’t enough 
“Charlottes” out there, 
reaching into the lives of 
ordinary children. By her 
cheerful presence, she’s an in- 
your-face vindication of the 
rights of mentally disabled 
people to respect and 
understanding. If Charlotte 
could speak, I like to imagine 
her saying: “I’m just fine. Do 
you have a problem with that?” 


For information about the 
Mencap bullying report Living 
in Fear, tel: 0171-454 0454. 


With The Carchair Wheelchair System 


The innovative Carchair 
system converts from 
an all-purpose 
wheelchair into 

a car seat, in either 
the front passenger 

or drivers’ position. 
Carchair avoids the 


the chair, thereby making 
the whole process of 
getting in and out ofa 
vehicle so much easier. 


For more details and 
a FREE No Obligation 
demonstration at your 


need to transfer or stow ~ home Contact: 


The first step to trouble free cgi. 
independence is to contact us 4 ’ 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


Pate researety 
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SMotability Constab 


Dept. DN, Freepost (BR1032), Mountney Bridge Business Park, Westham, Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 


Tel: 01323-767574 | Fax: 01323-767603 


got the mark behind it, you won’t have us behind you. 
BHTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 
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Letters to Ean 
the Editor a= 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
Website: http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Scooter swings in the wind 


I was interested to read the 
report on hoists (DN, July) as I 
have just paid £400 to have one 
fitted in my car to load and 
unload my new electric scooter. 
The design of the hoist defies 
logic. Manufacturers fail to 
realise that due to scooter 
batteries being at the rear, as 
soon as the scooter is raised, 
the back dips down. There is 
no way a scooter can be hoisted 


Equity not to blame 


I was surprised to read in “Films 
fail stuntman” (DN, August) 
that Equity rules are preventing 
a disabled stunt performer from 
getting the same pay as his non- 
disabled colleagues. This is untrue. 
Operating as a stunt performer 
is a demanding and hazardous 
business which can put at risk 
the life of the stunt performer, 
fellow performers and crew. 
There is a range of qualifications 
demanded of stunt performers 
by employers to ensure they are 
capable of the job. These 


in a level position. 
Manufacturers are selling 
hoists designed to lift folding 
wheelchairs yet advertise them 
as suitable for lifting scooters. I 
feel this is unethical and should 
be stopped before a disabled 
person is seriously injured by a 
scooter swinging around like 
the branch of a tree in a gale. 
Owen Davies 
Dunvant, Swansea 


qualifications are awarded by 
the recognised sporting bodies 
and are open to anyone. 

Equity has a long history of 
campaigning to get performers 
with disabilities into main 
stream entertainment, and has 
an elected disability committee. 
Martin Brown 
Campaign, Press and PR Officer 
Equity, London WC2 
While sporting bodies set the 
qualifications Equity adheres 
to, which we accidentally omit- 
ted, the fact remains that no 
“reasonable adjustments” are 
available — Editor. 


your new car ts VAT exempt ! 


Transfer into car without leaving seat ! 


Good postural supporting seat ! 


No lifting required ! 


Manual/ Electric ! 


And dignified ! 


Approved Installation Centres 


London / Home Counties - Steering Developments . - 01442 212918 
South West - Adaptacar - 01769 572785 

Midlands - B.R.Mobility - 01926 451545 

North West - Mobility Conversions - 0161 745 9737 
North East - K. C. Mobility - 01924 442386 
Scotland - Scotmobility - 01592 770204 


BBC’s 
Disabled 
Century 


I would like to make some 
points about Paul Darke’s 
review of our series The 
Disabled Century (DN, July) 
and its attendant additional 
programming, and correct a 
factual inaccuracy . 

I felt Mr Darke’s references 
to me, and the tone in which 
they were expressed, were 
unnecessarily personal. I am 
professionally, not personally, 
responsible for this unit’s 
output and I am happy to take 
and expect to receive 
professional not personal 
criticism. I believe that DN’s tv 
reviewer abused his privileged 
position as a print journalist to 
do a bit of axe-grinding. 

As for the inaccuracy, Mr 
Darke described me as the 
person who had commissioned 
the series. In fact, as the 
executive producer of the three- 
part series, the five Me and My 
shorts and The Disabled 
Century debate, my 
involvement and responsibility 
was much more direct than that 
of the Channel controllers who 
commissioned the shows. 

Ian Macrae 

Editor 

Disability Programmes Unit 
BBC TV Centre, London W12 


THE ULTIMATE IN-CAR WHEELCHAIR SYSTEM 
Install a CARONY wheelchair system and ‘3 


Please call for further information or demonstration. 


Having a ball: Marigold (right) with her friend Anna Dunthorne 


Student diary 


Goodbye 
to all that 


by Marigold Hope 


As I pack up my flat ready to 
leave Edinburgh, I put my 
degree* scroll in a box to send 
home to Dorset and am 
reminded of the grand gradua- 
tion ceremony. I felt like I was 
taking part in the opening of 
the House of Commons; proud 
parents were en masse. As my 
name and subject were called, I 
went up to receive a knock on 
the head with John Knox’s hat 
from the vice chancellor. 

Four years have flown by. My 
disability has altered and got 
worse; but the university’s 
attitude and action towards 
disabled students has improved. 

I remember meeting Pat 
Butson, the brilliant part-time 
disability co-ordinator and 
sharing her frustration at her 
office, hidden away on the 
fourth floor of a liftless 
building. She was overworked. 
You often had to speak to her 
answerphone. For me, this 
reflected a complacent attitude 
to disability, reinforced by my 
experience in halls, the 
difficulty of getting classes 
moved and my talks with other 
disabled students. 


by Dan Batten 


All shook up 

The Royal Society has 
organised a talk in London to 
tell the medical world of new 
developments it has discovered 
in the treatment of Parkinson’s 
Disease. DN is sure that the 
Society will have plenty to say. 
But the talk goes under the 
banner “Shake, Rattle and 
Roll”. So advances in 
eliminating cheap jokes at the 
expense of a person’s disability 
are not on the agenda. 


Pat Butson and others 
fought on. With the new office 
in 1997 came a wide-ranging 
support system and clear and 
full information for university 
members with different 
disabilities. It was quite unlike 
the paternalistic attitude that 
came across in the flimsy special 
needs booklet I received when I 
started here. 

There is a new, independent, 
student action group and in 
1999 nearly 1,000 students with 
disabilities, especially people 
with mobility problems. 

In the last two years, much 
of my time has been spent 
dealing with my medical 
problems and trying to keep up 
with my finals, which has been 
far from easy. I’ve had fantastic 
support from my director of 
studies, tutors and friends. 

Already the days of lectures 
and essays feel distant. Finding 
a job I can do physically is not 
straightforward, but I’ve 
decided that I don’t want to 
stay in academia. 

We 1999 graduates will have 
our names and degree results 
engraved on a wall to celebrate 
the millennium. It’s amazing to 
think my time at university 
with my friends will be marked 
in this way, and it leaves me 
with a great rush of feelings as ] 
say goodbye to them and the 
city where I’ve had so much fun. 
Off now on a journey to who 
knows what the future will bring. 


*Marigold got a 2:1 in her com- 
bined arts degree with honours. 
She will still write for DN. 


Bounced out 

Fifty-one deaf people en route 
to Brisbane for the World 
Federation of the Deaf 
conference were denied entry to 
Australia by immigration 
officers. “Not being of good 
character” was the reason they 
were given. 

It’s nice to know the 
Australian immigration 
department is so thorough and 
has enough resources and time | 
to assess 51 people individually. 
After all, it’s impossible that 
they would just make a general 
assumption about the possible 
disruptive influence of a group 
of disabled people, isn’t it? 
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7 Ks the new term starts and schools get back into the swing of things, DN puts education under the spotlight 2 


school of thought 


Wendy Crockett has just won the Railtrack Award for Excellence 
in Special Needs. She reveals the secret of her success 


I recently had what, sadly, is 
not an unusual telephone call 
from the parent of a child with 
Down’s syndrome. She was 
enquiring as to whether her 
child “would be allowed” to 
transfer to our school on 
completion of her primary 
education. 

I told her we would be 
delighted to welcome her 
daughter. That answer has 
always been the same at 
Alderman Blaxill School, 
Colchester, and certainly in the 
22 years that I have been special 
needs coordinator. We value all 
children, try to find their 
strengths and do whatever we 
can to improve their academic 
and social skills. Surely a 
school should mirror society in 
general? There are so many 
children, whatever their 
disability, who will be best 
equipped to cope with adult 
life by working in a mainstream 
school alongside their peers. 

The learning support 
department at Blaxill has a 


Although having the appearance 


of any conventional pushchair, 
the 3 Wheeler comes complete 
with adjustable modular pads 
for support and a gas spring 
mechanism which allows the 
seat to be adjusted to a variety 
of positions. 


The 3 Wheeler has large 
diameter wheels and tubing 
thereby giving this pushchair its 


high profile and I am involved 
in much of the school’s 
planning and decision-making. 
Part of the job is to keep staff 
informed about pupils on our 


“We strongly believe in 
partnership with parents” 


special needs register. There’s a 
paperwork overload these days 
with reviews, although I always 
welcome opportunities to meet 
parents. I have found that they 
have not always had an easy 
time prior to coming to us and 
time spent building good 
relationships with parents is 
time well spent. If they trust 
you, the result will be a happy 
family and it is then much 
easier to help the child. We 
strongly believe in partnership 
with parents. 

Another aspect of my job is 
the management role. Financial 
as well as human resources 
need careful planning and 


Folded for 


transport 


robust appeal while adding to 
its strength and durability 


The 3 Wheeler seat, modular 
pads and integral boards are 
fully detachable and all covers 
are machine washable. 


storage and 


organisation. I have a large and 
hardworking team of four other 
teachers and 15 learning 
support assistants. I recently 
formulated and ran a City and 
Guilds accredited course for 
learning support assistants for 
this and other secondary 
schools. 

We have a wide range of 
special needs at Blaxill. We 
have pupils with general 
learning difficulties, dyslexia, 
dyspraxia, Asperger’s 
syndrome, physical difficulties, 
behavioural problems, speech 
and language difficulties — the 
list is endless. The school is 
home to one of the three Essex 
County Council dyslexia units. 
When I started, I wasn’t an 
expert on any of these 
problems; I simply faced the 
challenge and learned as I went 
along. It’s a matter of goodwill 
and attitude and this is 
reflected in the teachers, who 
all welcome the opportunity to 
work with special needs pupils. 

All students have full access 


allows access to various 


terrains for children with 


moderate postural 
problems that other 
pushchairs may find 
restrictive. 


Tendercare Limited 
P.O. Box 3091, 
Littlehampton BN17 5QW 


Telephone: (01903) 726161 
Facsimile: (01903) 734083 


This range of push chairs 


GARY WEASER 


Side by side: Blaxill uses in-class support and one-to-one teaching 


to the national curriculum and 
we try very hard to differentiate 
the work to make it appropriate 
for all types of learners. We 
strike a balance between in- 
class support for pupils who 
need extra help and one-to-one 
withdrawal programmes. 

It is hard work, but we strive 
to keep a sense of humour. We 
have a (confidential) book in 
which we record amusing 
events. One recent entry 
concerned a dyslexic pupil 
sitting a mock science paper. 


RCE FEET er RATT rR Or 


When asked to name a planet, 
the pupil wrote the answer 
“buttercup”. The science 
teacher was more than a bit 
puzzled until we explained that 
“planet” had been misread 

asi plant. 

I was delighted to receive the 
Award for Excellence in Special 
Needs Teaching in a Secondary 
School. At the presentation I 
said that my motto was “only 
the best will do”. This is also 
my staff’s philosophy for the 
young people they teach. 


E-mail: tendercareltd @btinternet.com 
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Classroom kit 


®& A computer programme 
s that reads web pages 


aloud isn’t new, but this one 
does it without the usual 
annoying mechanical American 


accent. The Talk Back 2000 can 
read e-mails and essays back to 
you and can be customised if 
you need to use specialist 
vocabulary. Technical support 


comes as part of the package. 
Talk Back 2000, £59 plus VAT, 
customizer, £15 plus VAT. 

Tel: 0207-602 4107; website: 
www.talking.co.uk 


The Big-Keys keyboard from Tools for the Computer-Enabled 


| 

® {wen for educational or | 
leisure listening, the | 

Prelude radio CD cassette 
recorder is available for hire 
from the British Wireless for | 
the Blind Fund. Brightly | 
coloured buttons with bold 
markings against a darker 
I 


European Institute of Transport Manag 
and heralded as “one 
the UK automotive industry”. _ 
_ When we design and build like 
Hyundai Atoz, who are we to disagree? _ 
According to Autocar, the Hyundai Atoz L) 
represents a “potentially class-bustin . facility can help in lectures if 
combination of packaging, perfo nance note-taking is a problem. | 
nt e oe The Prelude is available on | 
free permanent loan for blind 
i 
| 


HYUNDAI 


UK Automotive Company 
“of the Year #999 


background make it easier to 
use than most, and the record 


and visually impaired people. 
British Wireless for the Blind 
Fund, tel: (01634) 832501. 


BWVBQBBsosas 


The Hyundai Atoz. | 


Power assisted steering. Automatic transmission. 


A imed at people with a 


visual impairment, the 
Europress Encyclopaedia CD- 
ROM has features including 
text enlargement and the ability, 
to change the colour of text 
and background. It comprises 
the Cambridge Encyclopaedia 
plus 34 other reference works. | 
Europress Encylopaedia, £30, 
tel: (01625) 855000. 


BVQAGQeaQas 


he Tools for the | 
eT | 


But no initial payment. 


Open wide and say “wow”. 


SSS SSS 


Computer-Enabled | 
catalogue contains dozens of 
handy, easy-to-manage ideas 
for disabled computer users, 
including trackerballs, touch- . 
sensitive mice, large-size 
keyboards and even a laptop 
with a built-in cushion. Tools | 
for the Computer-Enabled | 


catalogue, free, tel: 
(01703) 584314; website: 
www.keytools.com 


& Mc: lessons needn’t 


be a battle of wits if 
you use the Cobolt Systems 
talking calculator. Each 
number is spoken aloud as you 
press it and the calculator then- 
reads out the entire display. 
And the special earpiece means| 
you can keep all those right 
answers to yourself! The 


. | calculator costs £20.85. Cobolt 
“This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 SMotabili ty Systems tel: (01493) 700172. 
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HYUNDAI ATOZ. WHEN ALL YOU WANT IS EVERYTHING 


Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. 
“Hyundai Atoz (manual) at £6,949 and Atoz+ (manual) at £7,949, on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to recipients 
of the Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). Optional 5-speed semi-automatic transmission £470, 3-speed automatic transmission £699. 
tSubject to status. 12,000 miles per annum. Written details on request. 
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Course of action 


The Government is trying to get more post-16s to stay on at 
schools and colleges. Rod Hermeston looks at the measures | 


oo many disabled and 
other young people are 
dropping out of school 


after their GCSEs, according to 
a report* published by the 
Government’s Social Exclusion 
Unit in July. 

About 11 per cent of 
disabled school-leavers were 
not in education, work or 
training in 1998, according to 
the report, compared with six 
per cent of non-disabled 
school-leavers. 

The Government sees 
learning as a way of getting 
young people ready for work. 

To help encourage more 
teenagers to stay in education, 
a massive shake-up of post-16 
education is planned, including 
the introduction of a Personal 
Advisor Service, Educational 
Maintenance Allowances 
(EMAs) and a new Learning 
and Skills Council (LSC), 
which will help simplify post- 
16 education provision. A 
consultation white paper, 
Learning to Succeed**, 
published in June, outlined 
some of these changes. 

The new LSC is due to be up 
and running by April 2001. It 
will oversee both education and 
training with a budget of £5bn, 
and potential employers are to 
play a major role. David Boyer, 
a researcher at the 
Unemployment Unit and 


| 7 On course @ 
Wheelchair 


user Lani 
Parker, 17, 
of Coventry, 
attends 
Hereward 
College, a 
A specialist 
| establishment in her home 
town. Lani, who has cere- 
bral palsy and dyslexia, is 
doing an access course in 
media which could get her 
_ into university. She has 
someone to take notes for 
her in lectures and to read 
| for her. 

“T chose to stay in 
education because it is hard 
to get a job anyway, but if 
you’re disabled it is even 
trickier. Staying on at 
college seemed like a good 
idea to get some academic 
qualifications behind me.” 

Lani praises the help she 

| has received. “I wouldn’t . 
have thought about going to 
university if I hadn’t come 
to college,” she says. 


Designs on learning: a graphics class at Hereward —HEREWARD COLLEGE 


Youthaid, is concerned that 
employers will be more 
interested in preparing the most 
work-ready students for jobs 
rather than helping disabled 
people get a good education. 

“In theory, special needs 
provision should get more 
money not less,” he said. “But 
the aim of plugging the skills 
gap is in danger of taking 
precedence over the aim of 
widening participation.” 

The white paper does stress 
that disabled people’s needs 
must be catered for. Liz 
Maudslay, policy director for 
further education at Skill: 


National Bureau for Students 
with Disabilities, hopes it may 
lead to improved funding for 
the education of people with 
more complex learning 
disabilities. 

One of the Government’s 
main proposals is the 
introduction of EMAs. These 
will mean that post-16 students 
could qualify for funding of up 
to £40 a week. Pilot schemes 
are to be introduced in 15 areas 
this month, while pilots aimed 
specifically at disabled people 
are planned for next year. 

A personal support service 
for 13- to 19-year-olds is also 


proposed. Disabled students 
and others at most risk of 
dropping out of post-16 
education or training will be 
targeted in particular. 

According to Liz Maudstlay, 
the effectiveness of this service 
will depend on how well the 
advisors are trained. “The 
personal advisors will need 
skills of assessment and 
diagnosis and a knowledge of 
disability,” she told DN. 

And while Nick Goss, 
education, employment and 
training officer at the disability 
charity RADAR, welcomes 
attempts to get rid of 
bureaucracy through the LSC, 
he is concerned that the 
education side of it may not be 
subject to the Disability 
Discrimination Act. “This will 
decrease the ability of the LSC 
to provide an effective service 
to disabled people,” he said. 

He is also concerned about 
the educational standards 
proposed by the Social 
Exclusion Unit paper. The 
paper proposes that all 19-year- 
olds should gain at least five 
GCSEs or their equivalent. For 
some disabled people, he 


argues, this target might be 
unreasonable. 
: » eet 
We welcome any initiative 
which drives up standards. But 
we don’t want that to become 
the be-all and end-all, because 


“We welcome any 
initiative which drives up 
standards. But we don’t 
want that to become the 
be-all and end-all” 


then perception of failure 
could become more explicit,” 
he said. 

The Government is 
obviously trying to address the 
problems. It says it wants all 
disabled people to reach their 
educational potential, but 
campaigners will wait to see 
the outcome of changes before 
passing final judgement. 


* Bridging the Gap: New 
Opportunities for 16-18-Year- 
Olds Not in Education, 
Employment or Training, 
£13.75, tel: 0345-023 474. 

** Tearning to Succeed, £9.70, 
tel: 0345-023 474. 


Qualification quest 2 


Helen Gosling, 17, of Newcastle, who is visual- 
ly impaired, attends Gosforth High School, a 
mainstream school which provides special sup- 
port for visually impaired and blind pupils. She 
is about to start her final year of A-levels in 
psychology and biology. 

“T thought that going out and getting a job 
was not realistic,” Helen told DN. “If you can 


say you’ve got qualifications then you’re much better off. 1 am 
hoping to do a degree in psychology at Northumbria University 


after A levels.” 


UNIQUE 


. .. Because as the national college for 
disabled students we also welcome 
people who are not disabled... 
because at Hereward all students enjoy 
equal access to a broad range of 
academic and vocational courses .. . 
because individual students need an 
individual approach. 


At Hereward we unlock everyone’s 
unique potential by providing 
residential enabling and medical 
services, in an accessible and supportive 


environment. 


To find out more, arrange a visit or to 
discuss your hopes for the future, 
contact: Admissions, Hereward College, 
Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, 
Coventry CV4 9SW. Tel: 024 7646 1231. 
Fax: 024 7669 4305. 

Minicom facility available. 


Visit our Website on: 
www.hereward.ac.uk 


HEREWARD COLLEGE ... 


Hereward College 

exists to provide 

education and training to its 
community of customers. 


# 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


o 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE 


Training 
Packs for 


ref: 073.99 


Jaws 


City College Manchester has produced 
Packs for blind/partially sighted students 
learning computers with Jaws speech output. 


4 packs * Word processing * Databases ° 
e Spreadsheets * Further word processing ° 


Beginner level to RSA CLAIT or 
OCR Text /Word Processing Stage 2 
For college or individual student use 


In clear print with tape and tactile diagram. 
The diagrams help clarify the concepts behind 
Windows. Sheets from ring - bound clear print 

version can be used with CCTV. 


Developed and trialled with blind students 
at City College Manchester. 


Prices: one pack £40 - set of 4 £150 
Braille version £15 extra per pack 


For more details/order form 
phone David Gaskill on: 


0161 957 8529 
City College Manchester 


Pursuing excellence in education and training 


Manchester 


Principal Willie Mills 
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More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 
Volkswagen seatbelts 
Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 
free no obligation home trial 
and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


Tei, AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


More Capacity 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 

Telescopic side steps 

Choice of wheelchair ramps 
Choice of wheelchair securing 
Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value for Money 
Fully adapted from 


EMRE ER, 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 


Disability NOW display advertising 


tel: 0171-619 7336 or 0171-619 7320 


THERAPY FoR ADULTS 
WitTH CEREBRAL PALSY 


Has your walking deteriorated? 

Do you feel that you have ability you are 
unable to use? 

Has a recent minor injury affected your 
ability to carry out your daily routine? 

Have your spasms increased? 

Do you feel stiffer? 

Was your therapy discontinued on reaching 
adulthood? 


Our experienced team of specialist therapists 
may be able to help you. 


People from all parts of the country can benefit. 


Our programmes of.care are designed to meet 
each person’s individual needs, eg intensive 
two- week courses of outpatient treatment / 
treatment consultations / regular ongoing 
treatment. 


@ THE RIGHTS STUFF 


Who are the big names in the new Disability 
Rights Commision? 


©@ THE GREAT OUTDOORS 


Get out and enjoy it before the bad weather sets in. 


MOTOR SHOW AT EARL’S COURT 


Preview time with David Griffiths. 


PARALYMPIC PROSPECTS 


How members of the British team are preparing 
for Sydney. 


Plus the best news, views, jobs and offers. On 
sale 29 September. 


© 
© 
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GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
Please reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice 
Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address 


Funding for treatment is either private, obtained w inenotocoassagnspasshcnesteplinnte Skeet eda eM ee, ct Ak 2 ee AA ae ee 
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Phone us to see if we can help you. 
Tel: 0208 444 3355 Fax: 0208 444 3399 


THE BOBATH CENTRE For ADULTS WITH 


NEUROLOGICAL DISABILITY 
250 East Enb Roap, EAST FINCHLEY, 
LONDON N2 8AU. 
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6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, 
White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 
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New lease of life 


Spencer Arnott was in his forties when he went back into 
education. It's never too late to get the learning bug, he says 


n 1988, aged 43, I became 
disabled virtually overnight 
as a result of multiple scle- 
rosis. All of a sudden the carpet 
was pulled from under me. 
From being self-employed as 
a motor mechanic, I could no 
longer drive a car, let alone 
repair one. I had no income 
and did not expect to live long. 
After two months in hospital 
and time at home, I realised 
this was a chance to retrain. 
Working with computers 


with his degree certificate 


seemed logical because it 
required minimum mobility. 

~ I took basic computer 
courses and then read about 
the Open University (OU). I 
sent off for an information 
pack, then took a couple of 
courses — and got the OU bug. 

I started working for a 
degree in computer technology. 
The OU’s financial awards 
committee met my tuition and 
summer school fees. It also 
provided a 24-hour helper at 
the three summer schools I 
went to at Bath and Reading 
Universities. 

The distance learning 
method suited me very well. As 
a school boy I always sat at the 
back of the class and didn’t like 
opening my mouth. 

I could contact my tutor at 
any time and the OU also paid 
for a face-to-face tutorial once 
a term, which was a great help 
as I panic close to exam time. 

Exams can be taken at home 
— the invigilator comes to you, 
free of charge — and with my 
disability I was given extra time 
and a couple of breaks. It all 
worked brilliantly for me and 
now I have a BSc hons. 

Thad a helper again at the 
graduation ceremony. I insisted 
on going on stage to receive my 
degree, but then I couldn’t get 
off again and caused quite a 
traffic jam of graduates! 

It is more difficult to find 


funding for a higher degree, but 


this year I’ve got help from the 
OU students’ educational trust, 
the MS Society and an industry 


a job? I have a vision of 
working from home as a 
consultant. But even if I never 


# Factfile 2 


e Your council will run an adult education programme and will 
be able to provide details of courses, charges and access. 

@ Open University (all enquiries), tel: (01908) 653231. OU Office 
for Students with Disabilities, tel: (01908) 653745. 


The OU has developed a wide range of services for students 
with disabilities, including telephone tutorials and equipment 
loans, and the Government introduced a scheme in May waiving 
fees for part-time higher education students on benefits. The 


Proud moment: Spencer Arnott 


charity. I am now working 

towards an MSc in 

environmental decision-making. 
Will all this studying end in 


work again I have regained my 
self-confidence, broadened my 
outlook and kept myself 

from stagnating. 


OU website gives more details about help with money, 
Www.open.ac.uk 
e MS Society, tel: 0171-610 7171. 


Wee car gives us all freedom. The power to go where we choose, when we choose. It 
gives us independence and of course it gives us mobility. For wheelchair users though 
just getting in and out of an average four door saloon is not only difficult, it is sometimes 

nigh on impossible. 


Gownngs Mobility has been building high quality Chairman car conversions for over 30 years so 
we understand the value of mobility. But don’t just take our word for it, you can see what Mr T C 
Reason of West Glamorgan had to say: 


“Its given not only me the freedom to go 
anywhere, but also my whole family benefit. 

No more lifting me and my wheelchair. It 

makes life what it should be - hassle free.” 


Mr T. C. REASON, W. GLAM (CHAIRMAN EXPERT) 


To find out how you can experience the pleasures of easy motoring call the Freephone number 
below for your free full colour Chairman information pack, or if you prefer complete the coupon. 


EDIRNE 


Please return this coupon to Please send me further information regarding the Gowrings Mobility Chairman range. 


us at: 


Name: 
Gowrings Mobility i 
FREEPOST 
Newbury 
Berks RG14 5ZW Postcode: Tel No.: 


DN9/99 
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0, you’re a trendy young 

thing, with a love of all 

that’s cool, chic and 
expensive, but there’s one thing 
stopping you splashing out on 
Ralph Lauren or Gucci — an 
empty pocket! Don’t worry, the 
posh stores may be out, but 
how about a charity shop? 

Don’t feel embarrassed — 
give it a try. Look closely and 
you could pull off the look you 
desire at a fraction of the usual 
price. And these days there’s 
no need to end up looking like 
Austin Powers either — there’s 
plenty of up-to-date fashion to 
choose from. 

DN challenged two 
fashion-conscious readers to 
find a couple of dream outfits 
each in north London’s trendy 
Camden shopping area for just 
a few pounds. 

Our first model-on-a-budget 
was Eddie MacDonagh, 18, 
who is an acting student at 
London’s City and Islington 
College and has learning 
difficulties. Eddie confesses to 
a love of designer sportswear 
and denim, and generally goes 
for a street image. Our other 
budget shopper was Clare 


Bonny in blue: checked shirt (£2.25) and blue corduroy 
jacket (£4.50), both from Scope; trousers model’s own. 
Under a tenner — well done! 


GIVE YOURSELF THE FREEDOM YOU DESERV 


or 


ESCAPE TO A NEW LIFE WITH AN 'INDEPENDENT' CONVERSI 
FROM INTERBILITY 


THE 'DRIVE-IN' MERCEDES INCLUDES RADIO CONTROLLED TAIL-GATE, FOLDING RAMP AND 
LOWERING SUSPENSION. AN IDEAL BASE FOR THE WHEELCHAIR DRIVER. 
ALTERNATIVELY, THE 'INDEPENDENT' PEUGEOT EXPERT, RENAULT TRAFIC OR FORD 
TRANSIT MAY SUIT YOUR NEEDS BETTER 


ON 


WHY NOT PHONE FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT WITH 


RON or BOB 
EB. sian 


eh => ot <> ee ee 
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UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK STEVENAGE HERTS SG1 2BH 
TEL 01438 747448 FAX 01438 750319 
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Shoestr 


You’re a student in need of some cool gi 
Can it be done? Dan Batten and Laura & 


McNamara, 19, a volunteer 
administrative assistant for 
Action for Kids Charitable 
Trust. Clare mainly wears 
casual tops and smart trousers 
as her disability, dystonia, 
means skirts and dresses are 
impractical. 

Our first stop was the 
Imperial Cancer Research 
shop, where Eddie made his 
first foray into budget fashion 
—a smart, pea-green shirt for 
£4.50. Despite not usually 
wearing shirts, he gave it an 
enthusiastic thumbs-up. “It’s 
cool,” he said. “It’s good to try 
something different.” 

A figure-hugging stripey 
vest top — ideal for evening 
wear — got Clare’s fashion 
challenge off to a flying start, a 
surprising choice for someone 
who usually goes for pastels. “I 
like the colour and the fit,” she 
said. “This is my style, and is 
something I would buy.” True 
to her word, she stumped up 
the king’s ransom, £2.50, for 
the top. 

In Oxfam further up the 
road Eddie indulged his newly 
found liking for shirts with a 
mustard corduroy number, 


Supported by 


BOLTON 


PROMBZ 


--Focusing 


Celebrity Appearances..... 


WARNER ll) 
VILLAGE v =f 


MIDDLEBROOK 


£3.50. Then he tried a red 
denim jacket. “I like the jacket. 
I wouldn’t mind trying a blue 
one in this style.” Your wish is 
our command Eddie. We 
managed to find him a super 
cool Levi’s blue denim jacket 
at a knock-down price of 
£7.50. “I love this,” he said. 
“T’d wear it anywhere and 
everywhere.” 

In the Scope shop a blue 
checked shirt caught Clare’s 
attention, a bargain at £2.25. It 


working with... 


on OUR Childrer 


Disabled Living Advice and Help Desk 
Free Training and Education Seminars 
Santa’s Grotto (free gift for every child) 
Competitions and Fun Activities 

And Much More 


..in Association with Bolton Evening News 
Thursday 11th 
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For further information and/or free advance ticket: 


Tel 01282 455528 Fax 0128: 
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The following charity trading departments will be able to tell 
you where you can find your nearest branch: 

Imperial Cancer Research Fund, tel: (01403) 210585 

Marie Curie, tel: (01793) 863400 

Mind, tel: 0345-660 163 

Oxfam, tel: (01865) 313600 

Scope Trading, tel: 0181-680 4000 


) the cheap for the start of the new term. 
put two trendy teenagers to the test 


da great match with a pale blue 
jacket at £4.50 —a top outfit for 
- £7. “This really is me,” she 
“The colours are perfect, and the 
t goes really well with the shirt.” 
suits you, madam. 

th our models were pleasantly 
ised by the standard of stock in 
arity shops we visited. But we 
yme across a few stinkers from 
ardrobe of Austin Powers. A 

y tie found for Eddie was met 

1 disapproving shake of the head, 
a simple “yuck” said it all for 

’s wonderfully dated pink hat. 

t getting the look you want for 
, clearly, not a case of mission 
ssible. Just picture your pals’ 
when you turn up in that 

in jacket they paid a small for- 
or last month. Who’ll be 

ing then? 
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| fancy the chance of being a 

1 on one of DN’s fashion 

res, send your name, contact 

s and a photograph to DN at 
idress on page 3, marking your 
ope “model”. 


lent 
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Ready for a night on the town: Eddie wears a mustard corduroy shirt 
(£3.50) and denim jacket (£7.50), both from Oxfam. Clare’s stripey 
Clare snapped up this top (£2.50, Imperial Cancer) T-shirt (£2.50) came from Imperial Cancer Research. 
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NEW MONEY SAVING 


© FREE 2 Xpress-On Covers £29.98 
nk402 | FREE Carry Case £14.99 
Standby: 5 days Bebe © FREE In-Car Charger £19.99 
Talk 30 Talk 120 Talktime: 3 hours ® FREE In-Car Holder £6.99 
30 | ; 120 a Sonwact ena © FREE Personal HandsFree £24.99 
MINS (NCIUSIVE Calis MINS INCIUSIVE Calls 
easy to use ® FREE Nationwide Delivery £15.00 
£14.90 | £21. 28 : 
Peak ‘30p eer min Peak D4p ae min Unique Navi key 
. Off Peak 5p per min | Off Peak 5p per min 
Games feature 
A, } ee @ 3 years manufacturers warranty @ Per second billing | 
x Includes 2 free ; | 
® One years insurance (24 hr replacement) 
16 ‘ V Dedicated to P RIC E PROMI S E ibaa ® Cost effective answerphone @ Free tariff switching 
Paediatric Car (RAP £29.90) e All the standard Orange services 


as seen on TV 


Above care package worth over £60 


le to Everyday 50-Tariff, JustTalk, Boxed & Ready and OVP tariff 
d on Everyday 50, Just Talk and OVP tariff 
NOT available on Boxed & Ready 


DOUBLE the DIFFERENCE* § 


prone ay 


SWITCH TO ORANGE NOW & KEEP YOUR MOBILE NUMBER 


The Venue: 


STADIUM (Bolton Wanderers F.C) 
er 1999 10.00am - 8.00pm 


CALL NOW FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


ariety Club ioacrmee Theta S: 195 112171 


ubition Centro The Greatest Children’s Charity in the World 2 4 
Ae See Opening Times: Mon-Thur 8am-10pm_ Fri 8am-8.30pm Sat 9am-7pm Sun 10am-6pm 


LARGEST ORANGE DEALER This offer is sul ailability and connection to a 12 month Orange contract. Connection to the Orange network depends on a credit status check and a small deposit may be required. Connection charge 
Pe is iccessories dependent on promotion, phone model and tariff and carry a 12 month warranty. All offers.correct at 
Mobile Telecoms | Specialists t availat orde efore 4:30pm. #Applies to certain contract phones. “Off Peak calls. Line rental prices exclude VAT, All prices inc VAT. E2OE. DMPWdonoct hutchison telecom 


e Kid-E-Quip Hotline on 


for over 10 years ept y forlat P / their couriers. es calls may be recorded and monitored. 20p administration charge on all credit card transactions. nk402 RRP: £19.99. 
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IT'S EASIER TO GET 
YOUR FOOT iN THE DOOR 
WHEN THE BOSS 
HAS OPENED iT FOR YOU. 


Modern Apprenticeships offer you a 
real chance to set your career started. | 
They're available in around eighty — 
sectors of business and industry. 

You ll be paid, trained and qualified. 

And because Modern Apprenticeships are 
designed and run by employers, youll 
become exactly the type of highly skilled 
employee they Il need in the future. | 

According to an Ernst & Young survey, 
90% of employers involved in Modern 
Apprenticeships would recommend them — 
to other companies in their sector. 

For details call 0345 66 55 88 quoting 
MA/DN/8/99, contact your local Careers Service, 
fill in the coupon below or visit our website at 
www.open.sov.uk/dfee/mapintro.htm 
And soon it could be you opening the door. 
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Brief encounter 


Being a lawyer is not all Kavanagh QC -— it takes years of training 
and it’s not always easy to find work, Rod Hermeston discovers 


D> ecoming a barrister or 
=, solicitor is a long and 
B difficult process. But if 
you fancy becoming a legal 
eagle, keep at it. The law pays. 
It can also be a career that is 
suited to disabled people as the 
work tends to require mental 
ability rather than mobility. 
There are two areas of 
employment. Solicitors deal 


Solicitor Eleanor Williams 


with anything from buying a 
house or getting a divorce but 
do not usually represent clients 
in the higher courts; barristers 
advise on detailed matters and 
represent people in court. 
Becoming a solicitor takes at 
least six years. You need a law 
degree, or a degree in another 
subject followed by a 
conversion course. Then you 
must do a one-year Legal 
Practice Course (LPC), 
undertake a two-year Training 
Contract with a firm and pass 


| CHARTWELL €, 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established Over 30 Years 


Competitive rates for motor and 
household insurance. Cover also 
arranged for powerchairs, 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
Accidental damage, fire, theft, 
public liability and mechanical 
breakdown cover for £100. 


For a no obligation quote contact us on: 


0181 - 958 0900 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, 
Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 


the Professional Skills Course 
(PSC). Alternatively, you can 
study with the Institute of 
Legal Executives while in legal 
employment and, after five 
years, do the LPC and PSC. 

Solicitor Eleanor Williams 
works for disability employment 
firm Remploy and the Cardiff 
solicitors Thomas Graham. 

Eleanor, who has mobility, 
speech and writing problems 
after a stroke, applied for 
hundreds of places before being 
accepted on a Training 
Contract. She advises would-be 
solicitors to get as much work 
experience as possible. 

The scheme LEGABLE, she 
says, helps disabled graduates 
and students to do just that. 

Eleanor usually arranges for 
someone to help her carry 
documents when she goes to 
court. In general, however, her 
disability does not cause too 


No regrets: Liz Marshall 


many difficulties: “In practice 
we all dictate our work and 
then it is typed up. In that way, 
the law is very conducive to 
disabled people.” 

Once you’ve qualified, it’s 
still not easy — as unemployed 
solicitor Liz Marshall found. 


BCDC chair Garry Flather 


She qualified in 1993 and has 
since worked in various posts. 
Liz, who has cerebral palsy, 
feels she has been forced into 
short-term contracts because of 
a combination of her disability 
and fierce competition for jobs. 

“But I have not given up yet 
and I do not regret going into 
law,” she says. 

Becoming a barrister can be 
even harder. You need at least a 
second-class law degree, or 
another subject plus a 
conversion course. Then comes 


CARLTON TELEVISION 


Bigwig barrister: John Thaw in Carlton Television’s Kavanagh OC 


a one-year Bar Vocational 
Course and, usually, two 
six-month pupillages 
(apprenticeships) at a chambers 
(a group of barristers) before 
you can become a tenant, ie a 
fully qualified barrister in a 
chambers. 

Wheelchair user Zoe 
Johnson is a barrister, working 
in criminal law. One of her 
difficulties was finding 
accessible chambers. 

Her cases range from 
murder and child abuse to 
fraud and drug trafficking: 
“While you do get crimes that 
are horrific, generally it is just a 
job and you do not get 
emotionally involved. But when 
you get an acquittal, you get a 
sense of professional pride.” 

For disabled people thinking 
of becoming a barrister there 
are a number of sources of 


help, including grants. The Bar 
Council Disability Committee 
(BCDC) can also give advice. 

But competition for 
pupillages is high and Garry 
Flather, chair of the BCDC, 
warns that disability can count 
against you. Yet, he says, law is 
ideal for some disabled people: 
“You need no manual dexterity. 
It is your head you are using.” 

One drawback for anyone 
wishing to enter the law is the 
cost of training. The academic 
stages after a first degree are 
not normally funded by local 
authorities, but other grants or 
loans may be available. 


LEGABLE, tel: 0171-608 3161. 
Group for Solicitors with 
Disabilities, tel: 0171-320 5793. 
The Bar Council, equal 
opportunities officer, tel: 
0171-242 0082. 
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Oh my: Austin Powers’ Mini-Me has every stereotype in the book 


Dan Batten 
ESS a ee ee) 


There’s nothing worse than 
when a cracking idea falls flat 
on its face. Sadly, Austin 
Powers: The Spy Who Shagged 
Me, does just that. 

This is the second in the 
series. I was convinced that I 
was watching the first one’s 
outtakes. The plot is essentially 
the same as the original, with 
Dr Evil planning to destroy 
Washington DC by launching a 
missile at it from space. 

Disability comes in the form 
of Mini-Me (Verne Troyer), 
whom Evil has cloned in his 
own image, played by an actor 
of restricted growth. A more 
negative portrayal of disability 
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would be hard to find, with 
Mini-Me encapsulating every 
stereotype in the book. 

Besides the old chestnut of 
disabled people being products 
of bad karma, Mini-Me’s 
behaviour is completely anti- 
social. His demise is far from 
what you’d expect for a serious 
villain — he is flushed down a 
loo. Disabled people as waste 
to be disposed of is not an idea 
that should be broadcast. 

e But Wild Wild West, based on 
a comedy western series from 
the 1960s, is this year’s big 
disability stinker. Starring Will 
Smith, it also features Kenneth 
Branagh as a wheelchair-using 
bad guy. It is another ill- 
informed Hollywood portrayal 
of a disabled person as maniac 
with mental health problems. 
This really is more offensive 
than Austin Powers’ Mini-Me. 


Dougie Herd 


For the last 
time this 
millennium, 
Edinburgh’s 
festivals 
descended 
on Scotland 
like a swarm 
of hungry bees. I took time to 
consider how disabled people 
fit into the wonderful chaos of 
Edinburgh in August. 

The signs suggest we’re not 
regarded as aliens from another 
galaxy anymore. Programme 
guides give access information 
as if such knowledge was as 
necessary as show times and 
prices. Disabled people’s 
interests are finally being 
mainstreamed. The fringe 
programme even lists the 
Lothian Coalition of Disabled 
People as an essential contact. 
So, two cheers for that. 

Helpful staff at most venues 
treat you like any other 
member of the public. No fuss, 
no panic, no “cotton wool” 
special treatment. So, hooray 
for normalisation. (Although 
that does mean we have to 
queue like everyone else.) 

The bewildering Fringe 
Sunday, attracting 150,000 
participants, includes 
wheelchair accessible portaloos 
as a matter of course. And the 
new heart of the festival, the 
Hub, is as accessible as 
anywhere can be. So, praise be 
for building regulations. 

Artistically, it’s significant 


that two companies of disabled 
performers appeared at major 
venues — the superb Graeae 
(DN, August) was on at the 
Pleasance and the Shysters 
(DN, July) at Theatre 
Workshop. 

But moving around the city 
is a nightmare. Cars are as 
welcome as Geri Halliwell at 
Posh and Becks’ wedding. 
Getting commuters out of gas 
guzzlers is commendable, but if 
there’s no accessible public 
transport and the council 
closes off roads to all vehicles, 
it does become tricky for 
some of us. 

Some of the writers have a 
lot to learn, too. Like the 
“black comedy” Cooking with 
Elvis. It’s about “sex, food and 
a paralysed Elvis”, according to 
the blurb. A “provocative and 
hilarious look at disability”, 
allegedly. 

Acclaimed writer Lee Hall 
gives us a caricature of what 
family life might be like if your 
dad was disabled. From the 
first appearance of the 
dysfunctional father figure in a 
wheelchair, anyone who knows 
arfything about disabled people 
knows we’re in trouble. 

The play reduces disability 
to nothing. Ending with a big 
production number — an Elvis 
classic — all the characters 
emerge on stage to “gie it 
laldie” (as we say in Scotland). 
But who happens to be absent 
at the climax of this provocative 
look at disability? You guessed 
it. The poor crip. 

So roll on next millennium. 
Access and attitude are 
improving all the time, but 
some things can only get better. 


Kevin White 
[PNEHE ESS CA 7 RN ee 


are back 
with a new 
album and 
tour and, 
fortunately, 


changed their spots. 

The new album, Euphoria, 
comes three years after Slang. 
The group went off in a new 
direction for the last release. I 
am pleased to say the Leps, 


with one-armed drummer Rick | 


Allen, have now gone back to 
their trademark sound — 
schoolboy stadium chant and 
harmonised background vocals 
—and it works well. 

Euphoria is full of potential 
classics. Promises, the first 
track, is surely destined to 
become a live classic, while 
other highlights include 
Demolition Man, featuring 
Formula One driver Damon 
Hill on guitar. 

The album captures the 
layered, clean sound that Def 
Leppard fans have come to 
expect and, with proper 
support from radio and 
television, Euphoria should go 
on to sell as many copies as its 
predecessors. 

Bludgeon Riffola/Mercury 
Records. Def Leppard will be 
playing a full UK tour from 
October, including Wembley 
Arena on 14 October. Wembley 
Arena box office, tel: 0181-902 
0902. Full tour information on 
teletext page 486/487. 


Look out for} 


e Three audio-described 
performances of Oscar Wilde’s 
The Importance of Being 
Earnest are on at the 
Nottingham Playhouse, 18, 

21 and 22 September. 

Tel: 0115-941 9419. 

e English National Opera has 
published a guide about access 
to its facilities in print, Braille 
or audio cassette. Tel: 0171-632 
8300, minicom: 0171-836 7666. 
e A touch tour of late Italian 
renaissance art for blind and 


partially sighted people will be i 


held on 30 September at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London. A signed talk on the 
paintings of John Constable 
will be given at the V&A on 31 
October. Tel: 0171-938 8500. 

© Disabled and In? It’s an 
access thing! is a video about 
accessibility of London 
nightlife for young disabled 
people. A subtitled version and 
audio description of the video 
are available. £5 from Artsline, 
tel: 0171-388 2227, minicom: 
0171-388 7373. 
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Paul Darke 


Television 
often 
reveals 
more about 
society 
than it does 
about its 
intended 
subject. A good example of this 
was The Secret Life of Twins 
(BBC1, 14/21/28 July), | 
presented by Professor Robert 
Winston. The series itself said 
very little about twins but, 
unintentionally, said much 
about the nature of medicine 
and its disregard for all people 
as equals. Its pre-transmission 
advertising use of Siamese 
twins was crass and typical of 
the medically obsessed shows 
that Winston and the BBC 
seem to be keen on. 

Thankfully, the arts 
documentary TX: Dancing 
Inside (BBC2, 22 July) about 
former dancer Jane Dudley and 
her life now as an elderly 
person with arthritis was 
infinitely better. It was a 
documentary made with 
imagination and an 
engagement with its subject. 

The return of Third Rock 
from the Sun (BBC2, 20 July), 
the weekly tales of aliens 
passing themselves off as 
human beings, was welcome 
relief from the usual daily 
television. Its irreverent use of 
impairment (in a truly 
disability-conscious way) is 
surprisingly refreshing. It says 
something when it takes aliens 
to get people to see the true 
nature of oppression. 

If only aliens would take 
away That's Esther (ITV, 8 
August). Last month saw a 
show in which Will Carling 
asked a Paralympian of short 
stature if she was a short or tall 
_ “dwarf” — need I say more? 

Channel 4 outdid itself again 
with its dyslexic season — 
Dyslexic Genius (25 July), 
Dyslexic Criminals (26 July), 
Dyslexic Children (29 July) and 
The Slot: Dyslexic Vision (27- 
30 July), a daily five-minute 
section after the news. I found 
it rather disappointing, and 
Channel 4’s view that there are 
52 seasons in a year is 
beginning to wear a bit thin. 

The surprise of the month 
was IT V’s Greatest Hits (BBC1, 
6 August) which looked at the 
history of Vision On, how it 
evolved out of an arts 
programme for deaf children 
(in an oralist tradition) and 
then moved on to include sign 
language. Unfortunately, this 
item was not advertised and I 
suspect many deaf people who 
would have loved to see it 
would have missed it. 


Ap 
7 


_Simon Minty 


Pity. That 
sums up Star 
Wars: 
Episode 1 — 
The 
Phantom 
Menace. It’s 
a pity that, 
after such a long wait, we get a 
messy storyline and a film lack- 
ing in excitement. It is a pity 
that George Lucas’ offspring 
displays a limited and archaic 
imagination, particularly for 


» 


ELLEN PAGE WILSON/PACE WILDENSTEIN 


disabled people, in conjuring 
up a world where perceived 
beauty and perfection is good 
and difference and evil are one 
and the same. 

The disabled actors were 
heavily made up or in some 
form of rubber character 
costumes or inside R2D2. I 
could overlook the ingrained 
beauty/monster assumption if 
the film had grabbed me, but it 
didn’t. It was a bit like a lecture 
that you feel you have to attend 
to benefit later — we apparently 
need this film to understand 
future developments. 

If this had been released 
first, would the sequels have 
been so popular? 


Adam Reynolds 


In 1960s New 
York young 
artists were 
seeking ways 
to develop 
beyond 
abstract 
expressionism. In contrast to 
the rapid, intuitive way in 
which, for example, Jackson 
Pollock worked, many of them 
devised a rigid system of rules. 
This produced a range of 
minimal and conceptual art, 
such as Carl Andre’s Equivalent 
VIII (The Tate Bricks). 

Chuck Close, perhaps 
through natural contrariness, 
chose not only to adopt a 
systematic approach but also to 
apply it to the conventional 
portrait, which had been 
declared irrelevant for 
“serious” artists. He has 
painted portraits ever since, not 
of the rich and famous, but of 
himself, his family, and artist 
friends. This exhibition at the 
Hayward Gallery includes a 
substantial proportion of his 
work over the last 30 years. 

All his paintings are based 
on photographs, which are 
reproduced on a large scale, 
many of them over eight feet 
high. The earliest are mostly air 
brushed, like photographic 
moments under a microscope. 

Close works by using a grid, 
allowing him to “copy” the 
photo square by square, much 
like in a child’s puzzle book. 
Evidence of this technique is 


seen in the finished work. In a 
series of five paintings of 
Robert done in 1974, each 
made up of inch squares in 
shades of grey; we see the 
photograph emerge into ever- 
sharper focus as the painting’s 
size increases. The first of the 
series is made up of just 154 
squares, the last 104,072. 

Close experiments with a 
variety of techniques in his 
works, including fingerprints, 
collage and coloured paper 
pulp. There is a strange tension 
between the instant nature of 
the original photograph and 
the meticulous paintings. With 
each one you are drawn in to 
see how it is made until the 
image itself disintegrates. 

Recent works see Close ever 
more in control of his system, 
working in increasingly vibrant 
colours, pushing legibility to 
the limit. From a distance, you 
see a slightly blurred photo. As 
you approach it looks like 
someone standing just behind a 
sheet of distorting glass, and 
then it becomes a pattern of 
abstract squares and rectangles 
rather like liquorice allsorts. 

Close became paralysed in 
1988. He himself says he can 
find “no discernible difference” 
between the paintings before 
and after this event. But he feels 
that knowing he wanted to 
paint had a marked effect on 
his rehabilitation. He was 
helped by knowing it was 
possible, and then, as is own 
boss, by only having to prove to 
himself that he could do it. 
There is no doubt that he can. 
Hayward Gallery, London, 
until September 19, tel: 

0171 960 4242. 


quality of life. 


Standing makes life easier. 


If you use a wheelchair you face 
inconvenience and difficulties - just 
from being forced to sit. The ability 
to stand means you can do more for 
yourself and greatly enhance your 


Standing is good for your health. It 


MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS 
POWERED WHEELCHAIRS 


WHEELCHAIR SEATING 
SYSTEMS 


- WALKING AIDS 
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS 


STAND EASY 


improves your circulation and helps 

you to breathe better. It can help you 

to maintain muscle elasticity; to reduce 

spasticity; to avoid the problems that 

lead to bone degeneration and skin 

breakdown, and it can aid digestion and AK  S 

bladder function. ” " > . ¥ — A Lee ‘ 


The LEVO’ range of stand-up wheel- 
chairs from Gerald Simonds includes 
both powered and lightweight, manually 
propelled models, with a choice of 
powered or mechanically operated 
stand-up. Whichever model is right for 
you, it will help you in everything you do 
- at home, at work, at school or college, 
and in your social life. It may even make 
alterations to your home or workplace 
unnecessary. LEVO’s smooth stand-up 
action means you can benefit from 
standing wherever you are - the office, 
the workshop, the kitchen, the 
supermarket, a party. 


GERALD SIMONDS 
HEALTHCARE LTD. 

9 March Place, Gatehouse Way, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3UG 


Tel: 01296 436557 
Fax: 01296 433273 


Email: sales@gerald-simonds.co.uk 


Contact us now and find out more about LEVO. 


Stand up for yourself. Look the world right 
in the eye. 


Stand up for yourself. 
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28 Special offers 


team, have spent the whole 


I: you, like most of the DN 


day sitting in an office chair, 


all you really want to do when 
you get home is to slump into a 
comfy chair and relax. 


But not every chair is that 
comfy, and your friends and 
relatives may not appreciate 
you taking up the whole of the 


sofa! 
So here’s the answer — these 


The best resource 
for your course 


goto tie in with the Back to 
school feature in this 

Mm issue (pages 17-21), 
here’s a great offer that will 
help you get ahead. Indeed, it 


Information, education, 


action & products 
for disabled people 


In partnership with 


was used by the Government in 
the Laptops in Schools initiative. 

Thanks to Europress we 
have six copies of their 
Encyclopedia 1999 on CDROM 
for PC, at £30 each, to give away. 

Called “your home 
university”, it contains a wealth 
of information including 
catagories such as history, 
medicine, astronomy and 
archaeology. It has a staggering 
12,000 pictures, 50 video clips, 
150,000 definitions, 20,000 
biographies and over 52,000 
individual articles. 

The program links directly 
to the internet to give you 
monthly news and science 
updates, the Fast Facts facility 


7/eGuardian 


wonderful bean bag sofas and 

chairs from Jools International. 

What’s more, we 
have one of 

. each to 

give 

away, 


worth about £200 and £130 
respectively. 

These bags are ideal for 
people with sore joints, tired 


has over 575 tables ready for 
printing, and the unique project 
creator is ideal for school or 
university research projects. 

A real bonus is that pictures 
can be viewed full screen and 
the text can easily be enlarged 
for visually impaired viewers. 

To enter, send your name 
and address on a postcard 
marked Encyclopedia, to DN, 
address on page 3. 

If you don’t happen to win a 
one, but you would like to 
order a copy of the CDROM, 
visit the Europress website at 
www.europress.co.uk, or tel: 
(01625) 855000. 


e System requirements: 
Minimum: IBM PC compatible 
with Windows 95/98, optimized 
for Pentium processor, double 
speed CDROM drive, Windows 
compatible soundcard and 
mouse, 256-colour display, 
16Mb RAM, 20Mb hard disk. 


Just lie back and Aa/a.. 


limbs or for those who need 
extra support. They mould to 
your shape, giving a snug but 
supportive position, absorbing 
your body weight. They are 
lightweight, easy to lift and 
can be hung vertically to keep 
out of the way. They can even 
be wiped clean with a damp 
cloth. 

To enter, send you name and 
address on a postcard, stating 
either “sofa” or “chair”, to 
Disability Now at the address 
on page 3. 

Unlucky entrants who also 


and bustle, there are many 

people who find themselves, 
through work or play, with 
reduced hearing. However, it 
may not be bad enough for a 
proper hearing aid. 


[: a world where all is noise 


Visit All Round Ability 


The third All Round Ability 
Exhibition will be better than ever. 
There'll be live entertainment and 
celebrity appearances throughout the 


three days. 


Exhibitors and sponsors include the 
Football Association, Tesco, Midland 
Bank, British Telecom, the Department 
for Education and Employment and 
the Benefits Agency. Entry is FREE, 
so come along and enjoy yourself. 


ALL ROUND ABILITY 
IS AT NORCALYMPIA, 
BLACKPOOL, ON 

4,5 & 6 NOVEMBER 1999 


For more information, call the Exhibition organisers, Maria Adderley & Associates, on 0181 293 5903. 
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want to lie 
back and relax, should order a 
catalogue, tel: (01279) 465000, | 


fax: (01279) 465444, e-mail: 
joolsint|@compuserve.com 


If this sounds like you, the 
ReSound Avance hearing 
enhancer could be what you’re | 
looking for. We have one, | 
worth £200, to give away. 

This highly discreet device is] 
ready to wear and can be popped 
on as required — in meetings, | 
the pub, cinema and so on. 

The digital processor gives 
great sound because the device 
fits behind your ear, not in it. It) 
also has the advantage of 
having four volume settings, so 
it can be adjusted according to | 
the amount of background 
noise, or if the user’s hearing 
gradually deteriorates. 

To enter, send your name 
and address on a postcard ) 
marked Avance, to DN, address 
on page 3. | 

Non-winners can get ari 
information from Max Cliffor. 
Associates, tel: 0171-408 2350, | 
fax: 0171-409 2294. . 


Terms and conditions 
¢ Closing date: 1/10/99 " 
e Entrants must be over 18 \ 
¢ No proof of purchase — 
required i 
¢ UK entrants only i 
© No cash alternatives 
e Winners notified by post | 

e DN reserves the right” 


i 


to use winners for future 
publicity | 
© Editor’s decision is final | 
e Special offers not open to 

DN staff or associates. 


control. 


“If it’s leather, 
| have to have it.’ 


If you’re passionate about leather, 
the best thing in the world is trying it on 
for size. 

The next phase of the Disability 
Discrimination Act is designed to ensure 
that Kathy can do this to her heart’s 
content. 

From October ist people who provide 

a service to the public have to meet new 

obligations. In Kathy’s case, it can be as simple 

my as spending just a few minutes bringing 

a selection of outfits to the changing 

rooms, and making sure she has access 
to the service she wants. 

Information is available from the 
Disability Discrimination Act Helpline. 


Call 0345 622 633 to find out more. 
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Jubilee Automotive Group 
3 * Stylish * Brace 
THE" Mobility car builders for 


CENTRAL ENGLAND 


New MPV ‘Liberty’ Range 


Super luxury MPV's 
5 seated + wheelchair 
Air conditioning 


Jtisth Se : ; Power steering 


Electric windows 


Just two examples of RS 


our extensive range of ‘ eS @ 7 tes 
stylish wheelchair accessible a S 
mohility vehicles available U Z U 


right now. 


Ultra modern town car | 
Compact & spacious || 
Lowered rear floor 
Extra easy access 


Brand new Amazingly economical | 


from only f | aI 
id 


On the road fully adapted 


Loads of options, inc. | 
Power steering i 
Electric windows | 
4 seater upgrade 


Brand new 
from only 


Automatic gear box 
Air-conditioning. 


| 2 Plus 


_ Up to 30 days (,,Surea) tal 
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| 
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j For full details call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 or »¢ Ss NAME. 


end the completed coupon to DAYTIME TEL NO. 
WiNTelvet', i 3 ADDRESS 
2 RAINBOW REHAB - FREEPOST \ 
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Fun and games 31 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


VIRGO (24 Aug-23 Sept) 
The sun, conjuncted by 
the moon on the 9th, 


eee talking with a loved one. 
Follow your instincts, take any 
good advice that comes your 


way and take action! 
SCORPIO (24 O v) 
Argumen someone 


close go hand-in-hand 
with a feeling that you are being 
restricted by circumstances. Get 


You can, though, affo 
someone into your confidence. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
It’s a great time to start 
studying or to start an 


AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

WY Don’t bite the hand that 
feeds you. Control your 

anger — your frustrations are 


just irritations. Things may be 
trying at home b n’t last. 
PISCES (20 Feb-2 ch) 


Your energy levels are 

low, you’re confused and 
lacking direction, so use this 
time to reflect rather than act. 


into a fruitful discussion. 
TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
After the tensions of the 
solar eclipse, arguments 
at home are i Si 
square of Venus. 
GEMINI (22 Ma 
Mars squaring the sun 
may make you question 
yourself. Reflect rather than 
act, as you might see things 


CANCER (23 J 

(ee) ood idea 
ady to 

explain it. t if others 

are slow r potential 


LEO (24 
As the solar eclipse moves 
away Venus brings 

romance. Don’t wait for love; 

tell that person how you feel. 


qu tors, 


Candid Dan 


Beer and batchelordom are on our 
dynamic columnist’s mind this month 


A nother month, another round of mayhem 
_and gluttony. I shouldn’t complain, but 
hanging out with pals, mistaking pavements 

| for beds and laughing to the point of losing 

_| control of bodily functions is becoming a 

}| habit. Oh, the strain. 

| The latest gathering of the clans occurred 
at Denise’s chalet on the Kent coast where we 
held Jon’s birthday celebrations and emptied the EC beer lake. 

Non-stop nonsense chat prevailed. Especially “Why is Dan 
still single?”-type questions. Friends suggested names of 
potential partners. But my arguement as to why I should stay 
single was worthy of O.J’s defence team. 

“A move to ‘couplesville’ would hinder my dynamic 
lifestyle.” I told them. “Hedonism and beer consumption would 
have to be reduced. Music purchases would dwindle.” Brows 
furrowed when I reached the crux of my case “I wouldn’t be able 
to spend so much time with the gang.” Maybe they’re trying to 
tell me something? 

All this concern about my 
single status was surely 
prompted by our hostess 
finding a new man. Whenever 
her phone rang, a beaming 
grin meant that “he” was on the other end — our cue to make 
sweeping hearts and vomiting gestures. She retaliated with some 
gestures of her own. 

Whilst relaxing in our bunks late at night, Windsor, our 
resident media expert, proffered an idea for a twist on the 
Parkinson-esque chat show format. A small matter of obscenity 
laws would block its transmission over here, so a licensing deal 
for the continent is being considered. 

Then there was the proudest moment of my life; my 
inauguration into the order of the Grand Guinea Pig. 
Membership allows me to fire plastic bows and arrows at fellow 
members, and indulge in duels with the finest swords ever to 
grace a seafront toy shop. I’m so glad to be in such mature and 
forward looking company at the tender age of 27. 

Dan Batten is DN’s editorial assistant and general bon viveur. 


“A move to ‘couplesville’ 
would hinder my 
dynamic lifestyle” 


Four X 


DN’s crossword 


sponsored by 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


ACROSS 

1. Sage lino (anag, 8) 

7. Weighed down (5) 

8. Exit lava (anag, 8) 

9. Fuss (3) 

10. Early prosthesis (6,3) 

12. Spielberg’s soldier (4) 

15. Musical sound (4) 

16. Bad person (7) 

17. Disability organisation 
(1,1,1,1) 

18. Small pointed metal object (4) 

19. Criminal (5) 

20. Used by 16 across, perhaps (7) 


KEEPING THE DREAMS ALIVE 
The Landeez 


DOWN 


1. Grain wrangle — bad 

weather (anag, 4,7) 

2. Church official (6) 

3. Gambling game (7) 

4. Sixth lowest prime number (6) 

5. Mental conception (4) 

6. Tin innocence (anag, 12) 

tivCaren (7) 

12. Repeat or run again (6) 

13. Mythical British 
kingdom (6) 

14. Pen point (3) 

19. Epileptic seizure (3) 


be 
ro he 


Answers on page 37 


Move easily and comfortably in the 
town and across country in the Four X. 
Overcome barriers you now think are 

‘not possible. Positive 4-wheel drive over 
challenging terrain, long grass, sand & 
snow. Adjustable seat for extra comfort 
going up and down hills and kerbs. 
Lights and indicators are standard. Choice 

of seating options for extra comfort. 


Get close to nature with the Landeez all 
terrain wheelchair. Access to beach, over 
shingle or sand. Explore nature trails. 
Winter snow becomes fun not a problem. 
Reduces damage to lawns and gravel 
paths. The rugged stainless steel frame 
gives you choice of beach, country, BBQ, 
picnic or restaurant with quick change 
indoor wheels. 


For ano obligation demonstration, literature or further information on 
these, or any of our products, contact: 


Wheelchair Corporation Limited 
Incmoor House 
Chelmarsh, Bridgnorth 
oes Shropshire WV16 6AZ = 
tel: (01746) 861940 Fax: (01746) 862085, an 
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32 Books 


Remind Me Who I Am, Again 
/\ Linda Grant 


Linda Grant’s compassionate 
account of her mother’s 
dementia, Remind Me Who I 
Am Again, is written in a vivid, 
readable style, laced with dry 
humour. But its fascination lies 
in the multiple layers of the 
story she tells. 

On one level, there unfolds 
the moving chronicle of her 
mother’s memory loss. On 
another level lies the sisters’ 
struggle to cater for her needs 
at a distance. 

Stonewalling tactics and 
inflexible systems within the 


NHS and social services form a 
third layer — we carers have been 
there, bought that particular T- 
shirt and will readily empathise 
with the sisters’ guilt when they 
put their mother in a home. 
Important as these layers 
are, it is what sandwiches them 
together that makes this book 
special. We are who we are 
because of our history and 
experiences. Memory shapes 
identity. So while her mother 
forgets who she is and who 
she’s related to, Linda strives to 
establish her own identity from 


story you won’t forget 


documents and photographs of 
her intriguing family. She finds 
that parents do not tell their 
children the whole truth; there 
are skeletons in the cupboard 
and memory distorts the real 
picture. 

Reading this book, many 
carers may feel less alone. But 
every reader will muse on the 
role of memory. What family 
memories should we pass on to 
our children? And what will 
they remember about us? 

Barbara Pointon 
Granta, £7.99. 


Journal of self-discovery 


Pretending to be Normal is the 
story of a woman who has 
learned to accept and value the 
traits of her Asperger’s 
syndrome after many years of 
confusion and unease. 
Asperger’s syndrome can 
mean that someone has 
difficulty speaking and acting 
calmly and rationally, 
particularly in stressful 
circumstances. It alters the way 
those with it perceive the world 
and others’ communications. 


Liane Holliday Willey is 
pragmatic about being an 
“Aspie”. She has developed 
coping mechanisms to allow 
her more closely to “fit in the 
circle of normal”, yet wonders 
what parts of herself she has 
had to leave behind to do this. 

For families and friends of 
those with Asperger’s, the book 
offers invaluable insight into 
the minds of such individuals, 
for whom social skills are like 


“a foreign language” and 


motives for others’ comments 
or facial expressions are often 
unreadable. 

People like Willey, a lecturer, 
writer, wife and mother, have 
brought some of their quirks 
into the circle of the normal 
and have friends and relatives 
who support and embrace their 
idiosyncrasies. She argues for 
greater social awareness, so 
that others can find an 
opportunity to share “their 
brilliant differences”. 


With an excellent 
introduction by renowned 
Asperger’s expert Tony 
Attwood and useful 
appendices, this book offers 
something for all. The journal 
of struggle and self-discovery 
will be of interest to most and 
will surely engage any disabled 
person who has fought and 
“gotten used to me”. 

Agnes Fletcher 
Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 
£12,952 


Book news 


© In Disability Politics and 
Community Care, Mark 
Priestley looks at the contradic- 
tion between the ideas behind 
social policy (integration, par- 
ticipation) and reality (depen- 
dence and segregation). The 
book argues the need for an 
end to boundaries between 
providers and users, and for 
professionals and policymakers 
to work more closely with dis- 
abled people — only then, 
Priestley says, will real integrat- 
ed living come about. Jessica 
Kingsley Publishers, £15.95. 
e Caring for a Disabled Child 
is a very straightforward guide. 
Its strength is the wealth of 
addresses; its weakness is its 
attempt to cover everything — 
the first section tries to describe 
the emotions that parents will 
feel, and there is simply not 
enough space to do the subject 
justice. Straightforward 
Publishing, £7.99. 
e The Association for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
(ASBAH) has compiled a wide- 
ranging selection of articles 
aimed at the general reader. 
Hydrocephalus and You, 
ASBAH, 42 Park Road, 
Peterborough PE1 2UQ, £10.99. 
Cheques payable to ASBAH. 
Laura Strong 


run business. 


new models. 


e No VAT. 


on request. 


and Re 


Powerchairs promise you: 
e A caring service from a family 


e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

e Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

e Free 12 months insurance on 


¢ No driving license required. 
¢ Low deposit finance available 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


0800 0746834 
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Freedom, Independence 

liability. 

e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 


10-35 miles on one charge 
e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 
We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


Powerchair 


Est 1982 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


The most successful Multispace in Europe 
Be lng? Now with AUTOMATIC & DIESEL option 


Petrol injection 1.8 engine/5 speed x ; . | 
£16,846.00 : | | em 
Diesel 1.9 engine/5 speed : eg 


£17,375.00 


A discreet conversion 
whatever your lifestyle 


- our vehicles will carry almost any size of 
wheelchair and passenger as 
one of the family. 


Brotherwood's quality conversion of the 
: Volkswagen Sharan is the only adapted 
vehicle in the U.K. with V.C.A. Type 
Approval No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for the 
wheelchair passenger, have been 
tested and approved to the 
highest European 

M1 standard. 


Brotherwood conversion 
of the Volkswagen 
Sharan from 


£25,204.835 


It's the. 
conversion that coun 


New cars supplied fully converted °¢ 
Comprehensive range of refurbished second hand vehicles ° 
Customer after sales support and buy-back service ° Short & long term Hire or Contract Lease 


Ask for details on our full range of vehicles 


Tey, LE teMe ls Foes 


BROTHERWOOD 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 
Telephone: 01935 8726035 ° Fax: 01935 872853 
° e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com °¢ 


OMOBIL 


! 
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34 Share your problems 


= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Send your letters to Ann Darnbrough at Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
or e-mail editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


Live and 


I read the letter about the man who wants to cut off a leg (DN, 
January) and wanted to reply. I understand why someone would 
want to do this, as I felt like this when I first became disabled. 
One reason was the lack of support from my GP, insufficient 
help from my specialist and the fact that I was told I would never 
work again. I believe, like suicide, the wish to lose a limb is a cry 
for help, so, please DN readers, think how we can help people 
who feel like this. I believe we, as disabled people, should be 
exemplary in matters of discrimination. If we discriminate 
against someone who has this feeling, we shouldn’t expect to be 


treated any differently ourselves. 


By the way, Mary of London (DN, June), who is a lesbian, 
should not be condemned either for being different. 


Niki, Surrey 


I much appreciated your thoughtful comments about tolerating 
those who have different needs to our own. I am sure there is 
much we can do to help each other. 


Hygiene help 

I always read your column, but 
can’t recall you dealing with 
female intimate hygiene when 
in a wheelchair. 

In case there are other 
readers who have the same 
problem, I pass on two 
solutions. The first is a wash 
cream called Clinisan, which is 
available from chemists. The 
second is a multi-purpose 
odour control product called 


Eliminator. It is very gentle and 
is available by mail order. 
Maggi, Nottingham 
I am sure your tips will be a 
boon to any readers with the 
same problem. Not something 
we women usually talk about, 
but our private parts need care. 


©0080 80808068080888 
Keep smiling 


I must write again in answer to 
Will of Merseyside (DN, July). 


amputee... 


Y Security 


When I ran out of finances for 
all the alterations needed to my 
new home, I applied for a 
disabled facilities grant and ’'m 
keeping my fingers crossed that 
I’ll be awarded that. So good 
luck, Will. 

However, I got a little cross 
about Will’s comments on the 
garden. Why doesn’t he get out 
there and get on with it? It 
seems as though he’s feeling a 
little sorry for himself. 

I have found that if you are 
helping yourself then others 
will also come and help. The 
secret is to keep smiling and 
accept any help offered, and 
people come back time 
after time. 

My garden is the love of my 
life. My new home has a 
garden that is not particularly 
suitable for wheelchairs, so my 
aim is to show others we can 
still do it. The BBC 2 disability 
programme From the Edge is 
filming me achieving this. 

I have no finance, but I have 
already raised £2,000 in money 
and goods. I went to local 
charities who were very good, 
and others have given me plants 
and helped me with equipment 


Endolite Compact SAKL and 
Super SACH Foot 


The combination of the Endolite 


to do the groundwork and set 
up a raised flower bed by a 
small pond. 

I don’t moan or whinge or 
expect too much, and the 
response has been 
overwhelming. I hope to show 
what a disabled person can do 
by completing my garden. I will 
open it twice a year in aid 
of charity. 

I mention in passing that I 
am a very disabled person and 
am still able to have a very 
nice garden. 

Sue, Thame 
I was so glad to hear from you 
again. Your new life is 
obviously working out well. 
Your house name, “Free 
Spirit”, continues to be a great 
description of your 
determination. There is a lot to 
be said for announcing this at 
the entrance to your home. 


0000000800080 0808 
Buyer beware 


I wonder if you know of any 
organisation that would help 
me to get a mortgage, because I 
would like to buy my own 
house and have a decent place 
to live. It would also be cheaper 
in a way because of the high 
rent I pay for my flat at the 
moment. I am on disability 
living allowance and I am 
not working. 

Anthony, Preston 
Iam really sorry that I cannot 
suggest any company which 
may consider arranging a 
mortgage for you. It is the case 
that they all require mortgage 
applicants to have, in their 
opinion, a sufficient and secure 
income throughout the whole 
period of the loan. 


Two exciting new products for the less active 


Indeed, it can be said that, in 
refusing a loan on these 
grounds, the mortgage 
company is acting responsibly 
— not only in its own interests, 
but in the interests of the 
borrower. Failure to keep up 
the payments means the 
property would be repossessed. 

It is worth remembering that 
owning a property can be very 
expensive when you take into 
account all the costs involved 
for repairs, insurance and so 
on. Many people have found 
that it is not as wonderful as 
they dreamt. 

Have you thought of finding 
alternative accommodation 
with your local council? A 
change of this sort could lift 
your spirits. 


Seeking support 

I have recently been diagnosed 
as having familial spastic 
paraparesis (or paraplegia), 
also known as Strumpell’s 
disease or fsp. My GP is very 
supportive but said she didn’t 
know very much about this 
condition. 

Do you know if there is a 
support group that could give 
me information? 

Jeanie, Nateby 
lam glad to hear your GP is 
sympathetic. Such news comes 
as a great shock and I am sure 
you will benefit from being in 
touch with others having the 
same condition. I have been 
informed by Contact a Family 
that the Fsp Group is run from 
37 Alexander Road, Great 
Wakering, Southend-on-Sea 
SS3 OHN, tel: (01702) 218184. I 
found them very helpful. 


Eliminator is available from 

Collective Ability, 194 Cator 
Lane, Chilwell, Nottingham 
NG9 4BE. 


Contact a Family, 170 
Tottenham Court Road, 
London W1P OHA, 

tel: 0171-383 3555. 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


Compact SAKL and Super DN’s | 

VY Lightweight SACH Foot is ideal for low telephone — 
activity users who require counsellor 
maximum security as it is Lin 

VY Comfort impossible to lock the knee Berwick 
inadvertently. can give 
provides heute eee is eae 

VY Control Ys Beople 


compact, simple and low 
maintenance. 


é } and carers 
advice and support on 
personal and spiritual 
problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, and has a 
postgraduate diploma in 
homeopathic medicine. 
Speak to her on (01787) 
882111, Mondays 
6pm-10pm and Thursdays 
1lpm-Spm. 


Y Simplicity 


All Endolite products are available on NHS 
prescription in the UK. Refer to your 
prosthetist or Consultant in Rehabilitation 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG22 4AH 
Telephone: 01256 465771 Facsimile: 01256 479705 


SJL UWCGINS! 
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From seats to phones, Dan Batten brings you 
ee latest useful products 


cenl ‘planning a UK 
— t. holiday, and don’t 
\ want to lug your 

wheelchair with you? 
Why not hire one instead? 
Worcester-based Mobility Hire 
will drop off a manual chair 
anywhere in the UK — within 24 
hours if necessary. They will 
also deliver a powered chair 
within the Midlands area, 
along with a personal instructor, 
to show you how the chariot 
of your choice works. Hire 
periods last from a day toa 
month, or longer if you smile 
nicely. 

Helpfully, Mobility Hire will 
also let you try out chairs and 
scooters before you buy from 


your local dealer or supplier. 
Tel: 0800-592 436. 


operation. 


s your standard- 
ee wheelchair not 
quite up to carrying, 
you in 
comfort? Then RJ 
Mobility may have 
the answer to your 
prayers. They have 
two new Maxi 
wheelchairs. First up 
is the powered 
version (top right), 
capable of carrying 
up to 25 stones 
(159kg). The manual 
version Is even 
sturdier, with a limit 
of 28 stones (178kg). 
If all this gets you 
wheel-y carried 
away, why not tel: 
(01934) 628151. 


CARAVELLE 


Various options of wheelchair access available on the 
Caravelle people carrier. Underfloor ramps or hydraulic lifts 
for side access. Ramps or lifts for rear access, including 
lowering rear suspension. Prices from £17,950 on the road. 
Full conversions for disabled driver independence, which can 
include: 6-way driver’s seat base, infra-red door and lift 


[i your wheelchair 
seat is giving you 
grief, then take a 
look at the Sit-Easy 
Frame (left). Rather than a 
conventional solid cushion, it 
consists of eight flexible slats. 
Because there are gaps between 
the slats, no sweat or heat is 
trapped beneath you — this 
could be the ideal way to 
soothe those sore bits away. 
The Sit-Easy costs £65 plus 
VAT. Call Dennis Walker at 
CRIMP Hydraulic Services, 
tel: (01279) 871611. 


|,  Yodafone mobile 

= Tyne have 
introduced a new 
package, recently on 
display at the Queen Alexandra 


College Sight 
Village exhibition, 
that makes using a 
mobile phone 
easier for people 
with visual 
impairments. The 
package includes 
free connection to 
a Vodafone tariff, 
which normally 
costs £35. All bills 
and monthly 
information, as 
well as phone 
instructions, is 
sent in Braille and 
large print. The 
only initial outlay 
is £9.99 fora 
Nokia 5110 phone, with large 
shaped keys and a backlit 
screen. You can order from 
Vodafone, tel: 0800-101 112, 
mentioning that you are 
interested in the Queen 
Alexandra College offer. 


. Ysa it be 

— VW great if your 
‘kettle could be boiled 
in the morning 
without you leaving your bed, 
ready for that first cuppa? 
Three new Home Control kits 
(left) can now make this dream 
reality. The most advanced is 
the PC control kit, which, 
amongst its many features lets 
you dim lights without needing 
to fit dimmer switches, and lets 


Come and 
see us at 
Independent 
Living, 
Wembley 
15-16 September 


Stand 9 


CADDY KOMBI 


This stylish and compact estate car has such a lot to offer. 
Power steering, electric windows, remote central locking, tinted 
glass, stereo/radio cassette player, driver’s airbag, 1.6 petrol or 
1.9 diesel engines. Lowered floor with assisted ramp and 
restraints for wheelchair, including seating for four people. 

Prices from £13,495 “S” model. “SE” model includes air 


you create your own small 
programmes to carry out a 
sequence of tasks. With the 
remote kit, you could turn on 
your kettle, stereo and lights in 
one go, and the timer kit can 
turn on the lights while you’re 
out to scare off burglars. The 
kits cost between £90 and £120, 
and are available from Maplin 
Electronics, PC World and 
Homebase, or check out the 
Home Control website at 
www.homecontrol.co.uk 


Disability Now cannot 
guarantee the quality, 
availability or price of any 
of the products described in 
the Checkout column. 


conditioning and metallic paintwork, £14,390. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel is a long 
established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people with disabilities. 
Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design and are recognised converters for VW. 


INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 © Fax: 01704 506607 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 


http://www.scoot.co.uk/invatravel_conversions/ 
Established 1983 
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¢ Information 


The National 
Deaf Children’s 
Society have 

The National Deaf ~— Launched The 
Children ? Future’s Theirs: 
Education and Your Deaf 
Child, a new education video 
for parents of deaf children. 
Giving advice on special 
educational needs, it has on- 
screen BSL and subtitles. £15 
from The National Deaf 
Children’s Society, 15 Dufferin 
Street, London EC1Y 8UR, tel: 
0171-490 8656. There is free 
loan to parents of deaf children. 


¢ What’s on 


Independent Living 


Wembley, London 


15 September: 10am-5.30pm 
16 September: 10am-4.00pm 


Mind will host Mental Health Advocacy —a 
> service for the future, 9 September, London. 
Mirtd Bringing together service users, professionals and 

The Menai Hea Coarty 4 Advocacy groups, the conference will look at 
professionalisation, service quality, collaboration with user 
groups, and national and regional networks. Full details from 


Mind Conference and Training Unit, Granta House, 15-19 
Broadway, London E15 4BQ, tel: 0181-221 9672. 


This year’s Wembley show looks to be 
the biggest rehabilitation exhibition to 
date, with over 10,000 visitors expected and over 190 exhibitors 
lined up. 

Many established companies will be there, such as Sunrise 
Medical, Invacare, Otto Bock and Remploy, as well as new ones 

— such as Aston-Barclay — 

all displaying equipment 
| and aids. 
The Lewis Reed Group 
| will be launching a new 
wheelchair carrier. Rifton 
Equipment will be 
launching a new range of 
“tilt in space” seating (left) 
for children with special 
needs that has adjustable 
seat height, angle and 
depth. The chair rests on 
the floor and a footlever 
raises it for moving. Its 
wood/laminated 
construction means it will blend in at home or in the classroom. 

As well as the exhibition there are a whole range of free 
seminars for visitors to attend. There are 28 topics to choose 
from, including the wheelchair voucher scheme, fitness 
provision, involvement in disability organisations and the legal 
aspects of buying equipment. Some seminars will focus on 
product usage including handling, special seating and special 
needs bathing. 

On top of that there’s advice on special needs computing 
from The Computability Centre, a DLF helpdesk and a sensory | 
library from Rompa. vas 


Muscle Power!, the organisation for people with neuromuscular 
impairments, will hold Breaking Down Bureucratic Barriers, 
their 10th AGM and conference, 11 September, Derby. It will 
collate evidence of these barriers, including the lack of co- 
ordinated planning for statutory provision, to present a report 
to Margaret Hodge. Some bursaries are available. Full details 
from Richard Shaw, General Secretary, Muscle Power!, PO Box 
5022, Derby DE21 4ZD, e-mail: rsmp@globalnet.co.uk 


The National Women and 
Mental Health Information 
Line can give information to 
women with mental health 
difficulties or emotional stress. 
They also publish factsheets on 
depression, anxiety, eating 
disorders, treatment, post-natal 
depression, and other topics. 
The line is open 2-S5pm Monday- 
Thursday, tel: 0845-300 0911. 


RNID Wal 
RNID (Cymru) ities 


Cymru nominations from 
the public for the Rebecca 
Awards — a national award for 
members of the public who’s 
work has helped break down 
barriers faced by deaf and hard 
of hearing people. An awards 
ceremony will be held 15 
October in Cardiff. For a 
nomination form contact RNID 
Cymru, 3rd Floor, 33-35 
Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF1 
SHB. Closing date: 6 September. 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


Mencap will hold their National Learning 
*< =~ Disability Conference, Learning for Life, 17-19 
September, Bournemouth. There’s a separate 
conference for professionals, the learning disability 
conference and AGM with seminars and workshops, and an 
exhibition. Full details from Registration Office, Mencap/Gateway, 
National Learning Disability Conference, NG Events, 19 Station 
Road West, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EE tel: (01449) 673723. 


Mencap 


Whitby and District Disablement Action Group will hold the 
Dalby Dawdle, 18 September, Dalby Forest near Pickering. 
Following last year’s popular Percival Push, the Dawdle will 
follow the Dalby Forest Drive, which has a tarmac surface, 
around Staindale Lake. Including a barbecue, it costs £5.50 per 
adult, £2.50 children aged 3-10. All proceeds to the Barrier Free 
Access programme. Full details and booking, tel: (01947) 
821001, fax: (01947) 820002, e-mail: whitbydag@onyxnet.co.uk 


The St Piers Epilepsy Resource Centre, in Surrey, 
is holding two training days on the needs of 

Zier children and young people with epilepsy. The _ 
mammeee |) M/ti-Disciplinary Approach will be held 23 
September and Understanding the Special Needs of Children 
with Epilepsy will be held 14 October. For full details and costs 
contact Marian Birks, Centre Co-ordinator, St Piers, St Piers _ 
Lane, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6PW, tel: (01342) 832243 ext. 261. 


Get your tickets in advance from the hotline, tel: (01275) 836465. 
Nearest train: Wembley Station (unmanned) — call National 
Rail Enquiries, tel: 0345-484 950. Regular shuttle bus from 
Wembley Park Tube to the Show, every 30mins, 9.30am-4pm. 
Courtesy bus from Euston Station to the show 9.30am and 
11.45am, returning 3pm and 4pm. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS © HIATUS HERNIA | 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


= arthritis/ 
SE ee eA? Soatavatici 

« high & low 
Sit up at the touch of a button back pain 


« hiatus hernia 


® swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
< tight 
Relieve pressure . shoulders 
on aching joints ne respiratory 
Improve circulation problems 
: Stress & 

\ So neaee - renee OE Fetttineet aaercet tension 

_ Pence —— on. — ities =3 


? 


Relax 
tired . 
muscles 


AN 
4 


Kangoo Conversion 


The new Renault Kangoo with 4 seats and generous 
98” internal headroom from only £13,258. 


Renault Kangoo, Peugeot Expert, Ford Courier and Ni 
wheelchair accessible venice nd Nissan:Cargo 


ba 
Get in and out of bed Put your feet up, Sleep in a comfortable 
more easily unwind and relax natural position 


$m Lecomeee 


concen for comronT Ra **) | 
-..the rest comes naturally , 4 
Re 
FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


DN9/99 


Other equipment for disabled drivers and passen 

| gers includes: hand control 
left foot accelerators, infra-red steering spinners, ramps and hydraulic lifts : 
wheelchair hoists, swivel seats, information and advice. : 


For a no obligation demonstration, literature or further informati 
any of our other vehicles contact: mation on this or 


POYNTING CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST., 
SALISBURY SP2 7NR 
TEL: 01722 336048 FAX: 01722 416241 


b 


Name(Title) 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT « FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 


a 


’, el 
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The Stroke Association is hosting the LET 
Moving On Conference, 24 September, 
London, looking at leisure, employment and 
aining opportunities for Londoners in relation to disability 
nd rehabilitation. Full details from Sandra Field, South London 
egional Manager, 37 Bromley Road, St Laurence Community 
entre, London SE6 27S, tel: 0181-697 1636. 


—_—_____ Association 
saey « Ameacicg, fe Saverio 


ialability, the Oxfordshire disability information line will hold 
’s 3rd Information Fair, 2-3 October, Wheatley. There will be 
quipment to try out, advice groups to talk to and a mock-up 
ouse demonstrating different equipment available for daily 

| independence. For full details, tel: (01865) 792419, minicom: 
(01865) 203636. 


q sALo The Signalong Group national conference will be 
es % held 18 October, Gillingham. Discussing the 
(? client-centered approach of “total communication”, 
it aims to empower children and adults with 
Be caine disabilities to make, and express, their own choices. 
| Full details and applications from The Signalong Group, 
Communication & Language Centre, North Pondside, Historic 
| Dockyard, Chatham, Kent MEF4 4TY, tel: (01634) 819915. 


a : The National Autistic Society, The Shirley 
: autism 99 Foundation and RMR Design are jointly 
— holding Autism99, the first worldwide 
Fe abilicy conference free on the internet. If you register now 
| your can gain information on autism, therapies and 
| interventions, access to abstracts and a monthly e-mail 
| newsletter. The conference goes live on 2 November. Autism99 
| can be found at www.autism99.org 


Scope will hold its national conference, 
Working Together to Remove the Barriers 
— moving the disability agenda forward, 
and the All Round Ability Exhibition, 4-6 
E November, Blackpool. Seminars are: Early years, looking at 
| diagnosis and pre-school/primary education; Teenage, including 
- secondary/further education, leisure and community 
| involvement; Young adult, covering career development and 
‘ housing; Mature adult, tackling work and relationships; and 
| Older people, covering ageing disabled people and carers. For 
| full details, tel: 0171-619 7373, e-mail: conference@scope.org.uk 
- Scope’s 13 national Partnership Committees will hold 
| Education Forums as part of their Area Conference, during 
‘ September and October. These events are open to the public, 
and are free. Each one will have an education theme associated 
| to Lifelong Learning, and will debate the process of identifying 
| good practice in inclusive education. For full details call the 
| cerebral palsy helpline, tel: 0800-626 216. 


—— 
SCOPE 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


emPOWER will host the Orthotics in the new NHS conference, 
8 November, Westminster. There will be a review of the report 
of a Working Party of the British Society of Rehabilitation 
Medicine as well as a discussion on priorities for additional 

| resources for centres of excellence and research and 
development. Full details from David Sinclair, The Limbless 
Association, The Rehabilitation Centre, Roehampton Lane, 

| London SW15 STR, tel: 0181-788 9464. 


Disabled Living and Promex will be holding 
P ROMBZ Kid-E-Quip, the UK’s largest paediatric 
exhibition, 11 November, Bolton. 
Concentrating on the needs of children aged upto 18, there will 
be equipment and education stands, a test track, sensory play 
room and various seminars. For your free tickets and full details 
call Promex, tel: (01282) 455528, or Disabled Living, tel: 0161- 
| 832 3678. 


DPI Europe are organising the millennium conference Disabled 
People — Bioethics and Human Rights, 11-13 February 2000, 
Solihull. An open debate will be followed by 15 workshops 

| including genetic engineering, euthanasia and pre-natal 
screening. For full details contact The Secretariat, DPI Bioethics 

| Conference, DPI Europe, 11 Belgrave Road, London SW1V 1RB, 
fax: 0171-821 9539. 


rcs Please ensure that details are sent as far in advance as 
possible to avoid being missed out due to print 
deadlines. DN cannot guarantee the inclusion of information. 
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¢ Information — 


AGE Age Concern has 
(ye published The Arts 

and Older People, a 
new book aimed at those who 
work with older people ant 
those involved in community 
arts. It gives examples, tips and 
advice on finding resources, 
starting work and implementing 
your plans. £15 from Age 
Concern Mail Order, 1268 
London Road, London SW16 
4ER, tel: 0181-765 7203. ISBN 
0 86242 222 1. 


The Give it a Go Millennium 
Awards are open for people 
wishing to do something 
practical for themselves and the 
community. If you are over 16, 
have a physical, sensory or 
learning disability, live in the 
UK and have a project that 
would take a year or less, write 
to Give ita Go Millennium 
Award Scheme, PO Box 833, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks MK12 
SNY, or tel: 0800-626 216. 


Stoke-on-Trent 
City Council has 
published an 
Access Guide to 
the Potteries, 
including 26 attractions and 
hotels, with information on 
wheelchair access, parking, 
toilet facilities and low 
counters. For a copy, tel: 
(01782) 236000, minicom: 
(01782) 236004. 


The Highways 
Agency’s Road 
Users’ Charter, 
describing their work and how 
to make suggestions on 
improving the motorway/trunk 
road system, is now available in 
Braille, large print and on 
cassette. For a copy write to the 
PR Department, The Highways 
Agency, Room13/8, St 
Christopher House, Southwark 
Street, London SE1 OTE, ora 
look at their website at 
www-.highways.gov.uk 


Video top five 


1. ENEMY OF THE STATE a) 
(Buena Vista): Will Smith in 
Big Brother FBI action flick. 

2. STAR TREK: INSURRECTION 
(CIC): Latest installment 
for the Enterprise on its never 
ending journey home. 

3. PRACTICAL MAGIC | 
(Warner): Romantic comedy 
starring two witches with 
unfortunate love lives. 

4. THE SIEGE (Fox Pathe): 
Bruce Willis and Denzel 
Washington conflict over trying 
to save New York. 

5. SAVING PRIVATERYAN @ 
(CIC): Spielberg’s war epic still 
moves the viewers. 


Chart supplied by MIRB. 


WM Includes pre-recorded 
word-for-word captions. 
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¢ Look out for CROSSWORD ANSWERS 


ACROSS: 1. Gasoline 

7. Laden 8. Laxative 9. Ado 
10. Wooden leg 12. Ryan 
15. Note 16. Villain 

17. Phab 18. Nail 19. Felon 


The RNIB are supporting an 
exhibition of paintings by 
Khaled Alvi, a deafblind artist, 
9-25 September, Diorama Arts, 
34 Osnaburgh Street, London 
NW 13ND. Alvi had his first 
exhibition in 1994, and draws 
inspiration from landscape, 
people and animals. Using 
various aids, guides and CCTV 
the event aims to show how 
exhibitions can be accessible to 
sensory impaired people. 


20. Bayonet 

DOWN: 1. Gale warning 
2. Sexton 3. Lottery 

4. Eleven 5. Idea 

6. Incontinence 11. Enabler 
12. Replay 13. Avalon 

14. Nib 19. Fit 


® 


INTERNATIONAL 


November 3-6, 1999 sear eas 
i 
Dusseldorf, Germany 5, 


: Disabled 

People. 
Reha- 
bilitation 
Equipment 

Important Event for the Trade 

Over 800 international exhibitors will offer an 

overview of the newest products, equipment 

and services for rehabilitation and home Care 


care. 


The extensive program will be complemented Battapreiintion 


7 


Finland 


by a congress and special exhibits as well 
as several trade forums, organizations and 


associations. 


. . International Trade Shows 

Meeting Point No. 1 ite 
Ramsay House, Marchmont Farm 

Worldwide for the Link Road, Piccotts End 
Hemel Hempstead 

er x Hertfordshire HP2 63H 

Rehabilitation Industry Gimp Messe 
Fax (01442) 230012 a 
e-mail: info@itsluk.com Diisseldorf 


www.reha-international.de 


Ce 
Ses 

Order more REHA information from us. 

Fax (014 42) 23 0012 


Name 


Prename 


Company 


Street 


City/State/Zip 


Industry 


COUPON 
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38 Classified 


DisabilityNOW linage 


If you want to 
sell something, 
fill out the form 
below. For 
personal ads, 


follow the 
instructions 
bottom right 


¢ Personal 


RECOVERING CHOCAHOLIC, MALE gradu- 
ate, young 40, attractive, slim and cheer- 
ful, slightly disabled, seeks lady. Loves 
“New Age” and cats. Box No. 406 


EDUCATED, ROMANTIC MALE. 29, burst- 
ing with life, seeks sincere, fun loving 
female with no hang-ups about his lack 
of height. Box No. 407 


HI, | AM a disabled man in my 20s. I 
am seeking disabled girls for friendship, 
having fun, making love and enjoying 
our bodies as much as we like. Life is 
too short to waste it, so write back if 
you feel the same way. No time-wasters 
please, only fun loving girls. Box No. 408 


MALE, 39, 5FT 41N, wheelchair user due 
to polio. Likes sports, music and cinema. 
I’m a sincere, caring person seeking an 
attractive, reliable female, 20-40, for rela- 
tionship in London area. Box No. 409 


GAY GUY, 40s, slight build but mobile. 
Wltm other disabled guys for fun and 
friendship. Own home, car and job. 
I enjoy travel, music and socialising 
and am easy-going and friendly. Box 
No. 410 


THERE MUST BE an unattached, intelli- 
gent, kind, positive-thinking man out 
there, who understands the social model 
of disability and doesn’t carry baggage 
about who he is. Because there’s a warm- 
hearted, lively-minded fifty-year-old 
professional woman here, who is waiting 
to hear from him. Box No. 411 


RELIABLE, AFFECTIONATE MAN wanted 
by woman, 40s, with slight mobility dis- 
ability. I’m kind, like to laugh, into 
world music, arts, nature and travel, and 
would like some romance and adventure 
in my life. Box No. 412 


ARTIST, 40, AFFECTIONATE, sensitive, 
tactile. Enjoys travel, countryside and the 
company of creative people. Has vari- 
able, invisible, physical disability. 
Looking for a soul mate with compatible 
interests. SW England. Box No. 413 


GAY MALE, 40, amputee from North 
West, with slight disability. Wltm simi- 
lar, aged 25-55, for friendship and to 
share good times. I like theatre, music, 
dining out and holidays. Box No. 414 


DISABLED LADY, 30, likes music, pets, 
cinema, socialising, pubs and sport. 
Looking for a caring, able-bodied male, 
preferably a George Clooney or Rowan 
Keating lookalike, 30-32 years old. Box 
No. 415 


CITROEN BX ESTATE, 1989. Kempf hand- 
controls, petrol, 76k miles, MOT until 
September, good service record. £850. 
Tel: (01865) 558837. 


CHAIRMAN ASTRA 1.6. F reg, 28k miles, 
MOT. Automatic lowering system on 
one side seat. £4,500. Tel (01926) 420201. 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE. 1996, N reg, 2.3 
diesel, 32k miles, fsh, MOT to March 
2000. 5 seats plus wheelchair, Ricon rear 
hydraulic lift, twin sunroofs, radio/cas- 
sette. Vgc, £7,000 ono. Tel (01709) 
516423 (after 6pm, S. Yorks). 


ELAP DISABLED PASSENGER car seat fitted 
to Renault 19. Little used, as new. Accept 
£200. Tel: 0121-357 2580. 


ELAP ROTATING/SLIDING passenger seat 
for Golf or Mondeo. £250 ono. Tel: 
0181-850 4518. 


CHAIRMAN GRAND VOYAGER LE with rear 
conversion. 11 months old, top of the 
range. Sale due to bereavement. Only 
8,500 miles. Superb condition through- 
out. Cost £34,500, will sell for £26,000 
ono. Tel: 0958-994 939 (mobile). 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT € REG, 70k miles. Vgc 
in view of age. £3,000 ono. Tel: (01923) 
680349 (Watford area). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1800. D reg, good condi- 
tion, metallic blue, 57k miles. Constables 
electric carchair and hoist passenger side. 


£4,500. Tel: (01189) 722559. 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.4. Dec 93. Ramp for 
wheelchair, 5 seats, vgc. £5,000. Tel: 
(01495) 764446. 


FIAT FIORINO J REG. 1300cc, electric 
winch, ramp, 60k miles. 3 seats and 
wheelchair. £2,000. Tel (01708) 451781. 


DAIHATSU HIJET MPV. P reg, Universal 
Mobility conversion, 3 seats, wheelchair 
straps and winch, ramp, stereo, alarmed. 
Sk miles, excellent condition. £6,200. 
Tel: (01923) 771146 (Herts). 


ROVER 213 S, E REG, clean and reliable. 
Present owner since ’95. MOT just out. 
Bargain at £90. Tel: (01472) 827706. 


VOLVO 3400 L. 1.4, 1987, 34k miles, fsh. 
Constables electric carchair nearside. 
Owned from new. Bargain at £2,900. 
Tel: (01483) 420069 (Guildford), or 0831- 
896 760 (mobile). 


RENAULT CLIO RT. 3-door, J reg, automat- 
ic, hatchback, white, pas, electric win- 
dows, central locking, sunroof, 84k 
miles. Fitted with hand controls. MOT 
May 2000. Immaculate, well maintained. 
£2,250. Tel: (01483) 233640 (Guildford). 


NISSAN SERENA N REG. Brotherwood 
conversion, ramp, wheelchair anchor 
points, excellent condition, low mileage. 


£11,500, Tel: (01865) 775465. 


FORD TRANSIT AUTO. L reg, 16k miles, 


pas, electric windows, Braun side lift. 


Wheelchair driver and passenger or able- 
bodied driver and two wheelchair pas- 
sengers. £8,000 ono. Tel: 0181-203 5953 


(not Saturdays). 


SEAT ALHAMBRA 1.9 TDI. Sept °98, S reg, 
11k miles, 110 bhp, automatic, metallic 
grey, full Brotherwood conversion. 
4 seats and wheelchair, winch, pas, abs. 
Air conditioning, front electric windows, 
stereo radio cassette, fsh. 1 owner, condi- 
tion as new. £23,950 ono Tel: (01452) 
770465 (Gloucestershire). 


VW SHARAN P REG. 2 litre, automatic, 
low mileage, alloys. Brotherwood con- 
version, immaculate condition. £18,000 
ono. Tel: (01902) 457728. 


NISSAN VANETTE VERSA. G reg, 94k 
miles, MOT May 2000. Automatic Ricon 
tail lift. £2,100 ono. Tel: (01744) 851224. 


PEUGEOT 806 2.0 SR. S reg, petrol, 
5 seats. Constables carchair system fitted, 
passenger attendant chair. As new, 7,900 
miles. £16,500. Tel: (01842) 811255 or 
(07957) 872632 (mobile). 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE. P reg, 1996, diesel, 
wheelchair accessible, MOT, 36k miles. 
£7,500. Tel: (07957) 371081 (Herts). 


RENAULT EXTRA VAN. Wheelchair access 
via ramp, 1 rear seat, MOT March 2000. 
Good condition. £2,125 ono. Tel: (01934) 
626927 (Bristol area). 


NISSAN VANETTE CARGO conversion. 
R reg, 2.5 diesel, raised roof, dropped floor, 
ramp, alarm, 14k miles, excellent condition. 
£10,500. Tel: (01563) 572896 (Scotland). 


VW CARAVELLE 2.5 GL, N reg, auto, blue, 
12k miles. Becker hand controls, 6-way 
motorised driver’s seat, motorised sliding 
door, side lift with remote control. 
£15,000. Also, Cyclone tracker handcycle, 
£600. Tel: (01964) 532503 (East Yorks). 


SEAT TERRE KOMBI, K reg, 31k miles, 
winch ramp bracket, fold-up seat, 
clamps, rails, belts, MOT 28 October. 
£3,000 ono. Tel: (01323) 899609 (Sussex). 


VAUXHALL ASTROMAX K REG, adapted for 
wheelchair, with ramp, new MOT. 
30,500 miles. £5,500 ono. Tel: (01903) 
260310 (Worthing, Sussex). 


VW CARAVELLE GL, G reg, petrol, MOT 
July 2000, automatic side lift. £4,500 
ono. Tel: (01495) 312582. 


FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM. L reg, automatic, 
pas, Ricon tail lift, electric 6-way driver’s 
seat, handbrake, front windows. 57k 
miles, fsh, long MOT, 1 year warranty. 
Hire purchase available, many extras. 
£10,000. Tel: 0191-496 7722 or 0191- 
296 0850. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MK2 OLX, automatic, 
G reg, 66k miles. Brotherwood raised 
roof conversion for wheelchair. Electric 
windows, 2 rear seats (1 wider). One 
year’s MOT. Reg’ service, excellent con- 
dition. £12,900. Tel: (01435) 873868. 


FORD ESCORT 1.4 LX, 1997, P reg, 6k 


miles only. Fitted with Constables car 


tel: 0171-619 7320, fax: 0171-619 7331, 
minicom: 0171-619 7332, 
e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


chair system passenger seat, including 
electric wheelchair. All immaculate. 
£10,750 ono. Tel: (01787) 374605 (6-8pm). 


RENAULT TRAFIC M REG, blue, 66k miles. 
Seats 5 plus wheelchair user. Rear ramp, 
tracking, straps and clamps. Renault ser- 
viced. £5,350 ono. Tel: (01454) 314730. 


CHAIRMAN TERRA, 1991, white, 51k 
miles, new MOT. Rear access for wheel- 
chair via ramp, one rear seat, Gowrings 
conversion, £2,950. Also Merlin bath lift, 
hardly used, £199. Tel: (01483) 836480. 


¢ Wheelchairs/scoot 


SUNRISE POWERTEC F40 outdoor electric 
wheelchair, 1995. £1,900. Tel: (01926) 
420201 (Warwick area). 


INVACARE THREE-WHEEL scooter in excel- 
lent condition. One year ago cost £1,495, 
accept £575. Tel: (01291) 424936. 


BATRICAR WITH CANOPY, new batteries 
and battery charger. Reg’ serviced, vgc. 
£900. Tel: 0161-682 6697. 


GO ANYWHERE IN your wheelchair. 
Honda Nippy, 50cc, droptail, 3-wheeler, 
hand controls: £575. For details, tel: 
(01454) 776205. 


LIBERTY ELECTRIC CHAIR. £400 ono. Tel: 
0114-235 3309 (Sheffield). 


CARTERS ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. 1992, 
batteries, charger, electric footplate. £200 
ono. Tel: (01705) 732332 (Portsmouth). 


ORTHOKINETICS LARK 8 four-wheel scoot- 
er and battery charger for sale. Vgc, near- 
ly new. £950. Tel: (01702) 342110. 


CTM 3-WHEEL SCOOTER with battery 
charger and cover. All brand new, cost 
£2,195, will accept £1,900. Tel: (01708) 
344375. 


HOME AND AWAY popular 4-year-old 
electric wheelchair, 17in seat, standard 
model, puncture proof tyres, elevating leg 
rests, with charger. £250. Tel: (01923) 
671588. 


STERLING 4 ELITE SCOOTER. Excellent 
condition. Only 2 hours total running 
time from new. Cost £3,140, accept 
£2,500. Tel: (01480) 860834, e-mail: 
andrew.pooley@btinternet.com 


SUNRISE POWERTEC F40 electric wheel- 
chair. Puncture proof tyres, as new, hard- 
ly used. £1,800. Tel: 0181-866 5197. 


AW SCOOTER IN good condition. Cost 
£2,000. Will accept £1,000 ono. Tel: 
0181-488 5495. 


SCANDINAVIAN SPECTRE WHEELCHAIR. 
Hand built, dual controls, kerb climbers. 
1 year old, as new. Cost £3,050, will sell 
for £1,800 ono. Tel 0114-232 3148. 


QUICKIE TS WHEELCHAIR. 20in reclining/ 
tilting seat, combi-cushion and solid seat 
insert. Seat depth 18in, 20in Jay back, 
midnight purple, height adjustable 
footrests, aluminium hand rims, quick 
release wheel locks, width rim to rim 
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Classified linage advertisements (For Sale adverts only — not for Personal adverts) 
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28in. New cost £2,400. Is still as new, so 
accept £1,100. Tel: (01452) 770465 
(Gloucestershire). 


SUNRISE MEDICAL SPRINT. Kerb climber, 
puncture proof tyres, new batteries. 
Recently overhauled, excellent condition. 
£650 ono. Also, matching manual wheel- 
chair, £250 ono. Both would suit a 
teenager. Tel: (01923) 772681. 


SUNRISE STERLING DIPLOMAT 408, 
4-wheel scooter, luxury seat, lights, indi- 
cators, mirror. Used for 1 week only. 
Cost £3,600, will accept £2,500 ono. Tel: 
(01790) 754541 (Lincs). 


CARTERS ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR with 
charger, £350. In-car hoist, £400. Tel: 
(01606) 594143 (Cheshire). 


SHOPRIDER DELUXE SCOOTER, dark red, 
new batteries. Hardly used. £1,000 ono. 
Tel: (01634) 719908 (Rochester area). 


SUNRISE MEDICAL CLASSIC, 4-wheel 
scooter. 8mph, red, 2 years old. £850. 
Tel: (01934) 863302 (North Somerset). 


¢ Household/family 


TALKING BOOKS, BRAND new, complete 
set, all by world acclaimed authors. Cost 
£325, for sale at £150 ono. Tel: (01752) 
367643. 


ACORN STAIRLIFT, SEVEN months old. 
Left handed fitting covering 13 steps. As 
new, £6,000 ono. Tel: 0171-226 9843 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT, EXCELLENT condi- 
tion. Over £2,000 when new, accept £545 
ono. For full details, tel: (01923) 229653. 


ARJO BATH WITH hydrotherapy unit plus 
matching hydraulic stretcher. One 
owner, Champagne colour. Cost £8,000, 
accept £3,900 ono. Tel: (01435) 873868. 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw linage adverts 
without prior notice. All adverts must 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 


Telephone numbers and addresses will 
not be placed in personal adverts, } 
instead Box Numbers will be provided. | 
Box Numbers cannot be used for the 
sale of documents or goods. 


Linage adverts can only be used 
by private individuals. All commercial } 
enquiries must be addressed to the J 
Advertising Manager (see imprint on 
page 3). 

DN cannot except responsibility for } 


loss or damage of adverts or letters 
during forwarding. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big 
impression. Small ads in DN 
reach over 65,000 people for 


just £5.50 a line. All small 
ads must be paid for in 
advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the 
form provided. Send it with a 
cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW. 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send 
a cheque or postal order 
for £6 payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This is 
to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 3. 


Classified 39 


e Tenders 


Directorate of Social Services 


Select List of Tenderers for 
Direct Payments Advice Service. 


Voluntary organisations, registered charities (and not-for-profit 
Organisations or suitably qualified individuals) are invited to submit 
expressions of interest in providing advice and support to people who 
receive or are about to receive a direct cash payment of Community 
Care Services from Greenwich Social Services. 


Applicants need to demonstrate their ability to meet the service 
specification. A business plan including service provision and costs is 
required. 


A successful track record of partnership work with statutory 
organisations and disabled people is essential. 


Interested parties are invited to declare an interest and to provide details 
of their relevant skills and experientce to: 


John Dowers - Head of Corporate Procurement Services, Room 003, 
Peggy Middleton House, 50 Woolwich New Road, London SEI8 6HQ. 


Closing date for the receipt of expressions of interest: Noon 22nd 
September 1999. 


Shortlisted applicants will be notified by | 3th October 1999 and will then 
have four weeks to prepare a detailed written submission of their 
proposals. Applicants may be required to make a presentation to a panel. 


Visit Greenwich at www.greenwich.gov.uk 


GREENWICH COUNCIL WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


(“= Greenwich 3,7 


Council 


says 


[Courses 
Scope National Conference 
& All Round Ability Exhibition ’99 


4-6 November 1999 


Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool 


Working Together to 
Remove the Barriers 


Disabled people, parents, carers and professionals 
explore some of the underlying issues from their own 
perspective in the move towards a truly inclusive society. 


For details, fax this coupon to 020 7619 7380 or post 
to Scope Conference, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


Conference Hotline: 0207 619 7373 
Email: conference@scope.org.uk 


Postcode 


Telephone 


in partnership with 


TheGuardian 


-— 4 
SCOPE 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


DN 


To advertise your vacancies or courses please contact Richard Gresham, 
tel: 0171-619 7336, or Patrick Durham Matthews, tel: 0171-619 7320 at 
Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, or fax: 0171-619 7331. 


¢ Recruitment (also on pages 40, 41 & 42) 


Disability in Camden Disability in Camden (DISC) is a local organisation of 
disabled peopie. With an active management 
committee and a hard working staff team of 7, DISC 
runs a well respected advice service, supports local 
disability groups and represents the interests of 


disabled people in Camden to service providers. 


“94 oy 
* far Disabted A 


Chief Executive Officer 


Salary: £25,608 to £27,654pa 
A pension scheme is currently being investigated 


DISC is seeking to recruit a Chief Executive who has the 
vision, commitment and skills to successfully steer DISC 
through its transition to a thriving Centre for Independent 
Living, which will have at least 20 staff and provide a range 
of quality and empowering independent living services. 


You will need proven all round management skills, together 
with knowledge and experience of project and service 
development, voluntary sector funding, working to deadlines 
and collaborative working with staff, management 
committee, users and other service providers. You will also 
have direct experience of disability discrimination, a 
commitment to the principles of the social mouel of disability, 
and substantial knowledge of the disability sector. 


For job application and information pack please write to: 
Disability in Camden (DISC), Peckwater Centre, Peckwater 
Street, London NW5 2TX. Fax: 0171-530 6479, or contact 
Gill Hall, tel: 0171-387 7603. 


DISC strives to be an equal opportunities employer and 
welcomes applications from all sectors of the community. 
Our offices are wheelchair accessible and DISC is 
committed to working with its employees to secure access 
equipment they may need to do their job. 


Closing date: 59m, Wednesday 22 September 
Funded by Camden Council and Social Services 


¢ Grants 


NATIONAL DISABILITY FILM 
AND VIDEO PROJECT 


This scheme (formerly an Arts Council of England’s 
Disability Arts Video Project) is aimed at established 
and emergent disabled film/video makers and artists 
from around England. The project will commission two 
or three projects (of between £10,000 - £20,000) and 
provide 2-3 development grants of up to £2,000 from an 
open submission. 


@ Film and video art works by disabled artists that are 
experimental, artistically challenging, and innovative 
in method and formal approach; 


@ Documentary works by disabled fimivides: makers 
that deal creatively with issues arising from the 
experiences of disabled people, and/or the work of 
disabled artists; 


@ Multimedia and internet projects by disabled artists : 

that employ moving images. 
Closing date for receipt of completed application . 
4 October 1999. 


Eros! guidelines and application ‘puns fall ormats) 
cpvauere from: Zoe or mks 
tity 


¢ For sale (also on page 41) 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 
Mercedes Vito 2.3, diesel, 1998 R, turquoise, 17k miles. Wheelchair pass’ sits alongside 
driver. Lowered rear floor access, Portaramp, 2 M1 tested. Tip up forward facing rear 
seats. Many extras £16,950 
Chairman Escort 1.3, petrol, 1993 L, fsh, red. Lowering suspension & lowered floor £6,995 
Renault Extra 1.9, diesel, 1997 R, white, 20k miles. Lowered floor, lightweight vision 
style ramp, new conversion £8,695 
Renault Extra 1.6, diesel, 1993 L, 35k miles, white. Economical WAV £4,995 
Skoda Cube 1.3, petrol, 1997 R, only 2k miles, white. Lowered floor, lightweight vision 
style ramp, new conversion. Big saving on new price at _ £10,995 
Citroen Berlingo 1.9, diesel, 1997 P, pas, white. Lowered floor, lightweight vision style 
ramp, new conversion £11,895 
Renault Kangoo 1.8, diesel, 1998 R, 12k miles, white. New WAV conversion £12,995 
Skoda Cube 1.6, petrol, 1999 T. Delivery mileage only. WAV conversion £12,995 
Fiat Fiorino 1.7 diesel, 1994 L. Lowered floor. WAV conversion £6,995 


All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 
WG leneagles Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711 


¢ Holidays 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


BRYN MEIRION GUEST HOUSE, Amiwch Road, 
Benllech, Anglesey, Gwynedd, LL74 8SR 
Tel: 01248 853118 
Family run guest house, situated on a superb coastal 
site with panoramic views. Has been adapted along 
with the landscape gardens to cater for wheelchair 
user. TV lounge, dining room and en-suite bedrooms 
on the ground floor. Two new additional specialised 
units with electric beds and hoists. Special diets 
catered for. Winter breaks Oct-Nov/Jan-Feb, 3 nights 

for the price of 2. 


There is always a warm welcome at Bryn Meirion 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


HOME WITH A HEART FOR 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 


SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW 
SITUATED ON GOLF COURSE. 

3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), 
CABLE TV, FREE LOCAL TELEPHONE CALLS, 
FREE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 

24 HR 'ON CALL' MANAGEMENT COMPANY. 
15 mins ORLANDO AIRPORT. 20 mins DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER. 


SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
NEAR NORWICH, NORFOLK 


Beautiful Elizabethan manor house in 11 acres 
of natural grounds. Wheelchair accessible 
throughout. Electric hoists etc. Minibus. 
Aug/Sept special from only £195 pw 
Call 01508 489324 


Continued on page 40 


¢ Workshops : - = : 


The Institute of Family Therapy 
One-day training events 

Disability, The Family & The Wider Networks 

Date: 1 November 1999 Cost: £79.00 


Judith Lask, Assistant Director, Institute of 
Family Therapy & Joelle Leader, “Kids” and a 
parent of a child with disabilities. 


This workshop is for all professionals working 
with disability issues. It will use frameworks 
from systemic, narrative and family life-cycle 
theory to look at ways of helping individuals 
and their families. 
For further information please contact: 
The Institute of Family Therapy, 
24-32 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HX, 
tel: 0171 391 9150, fax: 0171 391 9169. 


Registered Charity No. 284858 


DN’s 
website 
adverts 


Missed the print deadline 
for this issue? 


You can still get your 
advert on to the DN 
website for a small fee. 


Contact Richard Gresham, 
tel: 0171-619 7336 
fax: 0171-619 7331 
minicom: 0171-619 7332 
e-mail: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Disabilitynow September 1999 
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40 Classified 


* Holidays 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quaters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 454300. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 
Book now for 1999. 
For more information tel: 0181 885 4971 evenings. 


SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK 
Downton, Hampshire: 
Award winning coastal site with 
indoor/outdoor pools; sports/leisure 
facilities; restaurants and bars. 
Wheelchair accessible, fully equipped 
1/2 bedroom chalets, sleep 4-6. 
Call: K. Pepper on 01590 642866 
New Forest Mencap Charity No. 1038962. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwail border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


ORANGE BADGE 


MACHINE S.L. 


Wheelchair Hire 
Manual & Electric Chairs 
Electronic Scooters « Walking Aids 
Bathroom & Toilet Aids 
Edificio Arco Iris, Cristian Sur, 
No 9 Av. Penetracion, 
38650 Los Cristianos, 
Arona, Tenerife 


TEL/FAX: (0034) 922 797355 
E-mail us at orange@interbook.net 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, INS 4_ 
bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire <“eso. 
with hand controls, adapted a 
vans and plenty to see and do. 
Contact: David Player 

Tel: 00 351 89 393636 

Fax: 00 351 89 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 


GAER COTTAGES 


“HOLIDAY CARE AWARD WINNERS” 
Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family 
with an emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 
6 of the 9 traditional Welsh stone cottages are 
single storey, easily accessible from the car park. 
WTB Top Grading 5 Dragons. Luxurious indoor 
heated swimming pool with hoist. Games room. 
Open ALL YEAR. Groups welcome. For colour 
brochure telephone: 


RICHARD & LINDA BURGESS 
01570 470275 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 
3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 
central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming poo! now being built. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


Disability Now is also available 
on tape. For details, contact 
Subscriptions at 6 Market 
Road, London, N7 9PW or 
telephone 0171-619 7317. 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on 

editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


¢ Recruitment (also on pages 39, 41 & 42) 


FULL TIME (JOB SHARE CONSIDERED) 


Essex County Council wishes to continue a partnership 
with disabled people in Essex by ensuring that all its 
activities and responsibilities are responsive to their needs. 
The County Council will take a lead in its dealings with 
other councils in Essex and with other organisations, 
statutory, private, voluntary and commercial, to ensure a 
high profile for disability awareness and disability equality. 
We now require someone to continue to embrace and 
promote this philosophy within this key post. 


This role is primarily concerned with advising and 
supporting the Directorates/Divisions, helping them 
surpass the requirements of the Disability Discrimination 
Act 1995 and improve all aspects of their relationships 
with disabled people. By encouraging disabled people to 
develop their skills and giving them the confidence to 
become actively involved with decision making, this is an 
excellent opportunity for them to influence policy and 
practice. It will be essential to establish networks with 
other related initiatives in Essex, including National and 
Local Disability Groups, District and Borough Councils and 
Primary Care Groups. Furthermore, the postholder will 
evaluate the experiences of those employed by the 
Council and monitor the Council’s employment standards 
in light of our use of the ‘two tick’ symbol. 


This involved and influential role presents a unique 
opportunity for an assertive and focused person to 
prepare recommendations for Directorates and 


Hammersmith & Fulham 
Action For Disability 


HAFAD works towards the empowerment of disabled people in the 
borough and offers a range of services and activities. 


Independent Living Scheme Worker 
(Part-time job share, 18 hours a week) 
£20,415pa prorata 


The Independent Living Scheme Worker provides support and 
advice to disabled people in receipt of Direct Payments and to 
people who are interested in receiving them. 


The successful candidate will have personal experience of disability, 
experience of providing advice to disabled people and knowledge 
of the relevant legislation. 


Independent Living Scheme Finance Worker 
Part-time (18 hours a week) 
£20,415pa prorata 


| The Finance Worker provides a comprehensive financial support 
service to disabled people employing their own personal assistants. 
This includes running a payroll service and giving support to 
monitor expenditure. 


The successful candidate will have experience of payroll procedures 
and using Sage Payroll v4 or Instant. 


Both positions are offered on a one year contract initially. 


Application packs are available from the Administrator, 
HAFAD, Greswell Centre, Greswell Street, London SW6 6PX, 
tel: 0171 610 9666 (voice and minicom). 


Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 24 September. 


HAFAD is working towards becoming an equal opportunities employer. 
Charities Act 1960 No. 285934 


. Community Care Advocacy Worker 
ae Salary: £19,990 
SSS Funded by the National Lotteries Charity Board 
We seek a disabled person with experience of advocating on community care issues. 


We are an organisation of disabled people committed to the social model of 
disability which informs advocacy work throughout the organisation. 


HIN Brent Advocacy Concerns (BAC 
/ A y ( ) 


For further information about this post contact: ) 
Brent Advocacy Concerns, 154 Harlesden Road, 

London NW10 3Rx, or tel: 0181-459 1493. ae: 
Closing date: 22 September 1999. BOARD 


DisabilityNow September 1999 


£23,217 - £25,332 TEMPORARY/SECONDMENT OPPORTUNITY CHELMSFORD 23 MONTHS CONTRACT 


Committees designed to improve the culture, 
procedures, communications and environment of the 
County Council and so make a real difference for 
disabled people in Essex. Obviously, this requires suitably 
experienced candidates but also a person whose 
decisiveness is governed by a clear understanding of 
disability issues. 


Applications are _ particularly welcomed 
from disabled people. Applicants must be 
able to travel independently. Flexible working 
arrangements can be negotiated. 


For an informal discussion, please call Mike Hay on 01206 
714600, fax 01206 369 0113, textphone 01206 578847. 
Application packs are available from the Personnel Team, 
Rose House, St Albrights, | London Road, Colchester, 
Essex CO3 5NS. Telephone (24 hr answerphone) 01206 
369267. For application packs in a format other than 
print, please call 01206 714614. Please quote reference 
no. PS/DN/785. Closing date: 24 September 1999. 
Interviews: late October 1999. 


To find out more about Essex and its 
County Council, visit our 
web site www.essexcc.gov.uk 


M) 


ae, 


NS 


205/p, 


we WORKING TOWARDS #4 


“MaN® EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY  2™mes Essex County Council 


FAIR is an advice and information service for people with : 
learning disabilities and carers in Edinburgh. | <\ P 


Information Officer 

£17,323 ; ; > ; \ 
| We-seek.someone with a substantial ’experience of information/ «= aa 

advice work. Ideally they will be a qualified librarian or information 

scientist and have good IT skills. 


Development Worker 

£17,323, 1 year contract 

We have funding from the NLCB for a project to promote the inclusion of 
people with learning disabilities in churches and places of worship. We seek 
an experienced Development Worker who has a live church connection and 
an ability to work across all faiths. 


Applicants for both posts must be aware of the issues that face 
people with learning disabilities and carers. 


Full details from Maureen McElroy, tel: 0131 662 1962. pee 
Closing date: 17 September 1999. oma 


BOARD 


ae 
ull & Holderness 


ommunity Health 
NHS TRUST 


DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 


Hull Healthy Living Centre 
Salary: £24,366 pa 


(12 Months Fixed Term Contract) 

Do you want to make a positive difference in the lives of Disabled People? - 
The Hull Healthy Living Centre is a new Hull & East Riding Health Action Zone Project 
to bring together Disabled People and service providers. 
The Challenge:- 
¢ To enable the empowerment and involvement of Disabled People in the Healthy 

Living Centre. 
* To develop a combination of new and existing services. 
We need a dynamic person who is a skilled project manager, an excellent communicator at 
all levels and who has a good understanding of the social model of disability and personal 
experience of disability. 
The Hull Healthy Living Centre is part of the Hull & East Riding Health Action 
Zone Programme. Partners include:- 
* Using Our Abilities Consortium — * Choices & Rights Disability Coalition 
* Hull Council of Disabled People — * Kingston upon Hull City Council 
¢ East Riding Health * Hull & Holderness Community Health NHS Trust 
Further information is available from: Anne Crick, Business Development Manager, Hull 
and Holderness Community Health, Tel: (01482) 223191 or Liesel Dickinson, 
Using Our Abilities Consortium Chair, Choices & Rights, Arthur Richardson Centre, 
Tel: (01482) 789320. 
Application package available from Human Resources, Victoria House, Park Street, Hull 
HU2 8TD, Tel: (01482) 617744, quoting name, address and the job 
reference number P894. For minicom users Choices & Rights, C ) 
Arthur Richardson Centre, Tel: (01482) 788668. ts. 
Closing date: 10.00 am 13th September 1999. abeia trea 


We positively encourage applications from people with a disability. 
If you experience difficulty in making an application, please let sv 


us know. 


q 
Mey 
S 
- < 
say 


We are an equal opportunities employer. 


r= 


] 
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_ ¢ Recruitment (also on pages 39, 40 & 42) 


ESTOFENGLAND CENTRE =) 
OR INTEGRATED LIVING f= WECIL 


“requires a Disabled Person for the post of: 


‘Manager of Finance and Administration 
| Salary: £21,999 - £23,217 (AP T & C, pt. 35-37) 


| To provide financial management and supervision to the 
| Core Team of WECIL, and to manage the WECIL building 
and facilities. 


| Closing date: Friday 24 September 1999. 


|For further information please contact: Sarah Bryson, 
WECIL Ltd., Leinster Avenue, Knowle, Bristol BS4 1AR. 
| Tel: 0117-983 9839 (voice and minicom). 


| WECIL particularly encourages applications from under- 
| represented groups (eg Black Disabled People, Disabled 
_Lesbians and Gay Men). 


_— 


i& North West Disability Arts Forum 
eaieeT> 


wishes to recruit a 


FUNDRAISER / FINANCE OFFICER 


North West Disability Arts Forum is a thriving disabled people’s arts organisation 
based in the heart of Liverpool. We have an excellent track record of developing arts 
projects both locally and regionally and are looking to recruit a new team member to 
continue our development. 


Salary NJC scale SO1: £18,546 - £19,770 
Pro rata: 4 days per week. 
Initial 18-month contract. 
Disabled people need only apply. 
Closing date for applications Friday 1 October 1999. 


For an information pack contact our Information Officer at: 
NWDAF, 2A Franceys Street, Liverpool, L3 5YQ 
Tel/Minicom: 0151 707 1733, Fax: 0151 708 9355 
E-mail: danny@nwdaf.mersinet.co.uk 


NWDAF is funded by North West Arts Board and Llverpool City Council. W.0%%t2 Bean 


Calderdale Community Services Directorate 


Museums and Arts Division 


DISABILITY ARTS OFFICER 


Scale 5/6 £14,766 - £17,838 
(Two year fixed term contract) 


We are seeking an experienced and committed person to organise, co- 
ordinate and implement a wide ranging Millennium Festival Fund ‘Access 
To Arts’ Programme, which is intended to create permanent improvements 
in access to the arts in Calderdale for disabled people. 

You will have a minimum of two years experience in a community arts or 
arts development role, as well as understanding of and commitment to the 
Social Model of Disability. Personal, direct experience of disability is highly 
desirable. 

For further information and an application pack please contact 
the Administration Officer, Museums and Arts Division, The 
Piece Hall, Halifax HX1 1RE. Tel. 01422 358087 Fax: 01422 349310. 
Minicom: 01422 393082. 

(Application packs are available in Braille, large print, audio-tape 
or computer disc on request). 


Closing date for applications: 17 September 1999. 
Interviews will be held on: 12 October 1999. 


This Council is committed to being an equal opportunities 
employer and service provider 


Shopmobility Waltham Forest 


Full-time CO-ORDINATOR, up to £21,042 
(equivalent to SO2, including OLW) 


We seek a friendly, organised self-starter, with experience of 
working with disabled people, to manage and develop the 
recently opened Shopmobility in Walthamstow town centre. 
You will be an excellent communicator, able to involve our 
users and volunteers, and work with the local authority, 
businesses and other-organisations. 


Closing date: 20 September 
Interviews: week of 27 September 


Further details and application form: Richard Mundy, Shopmobility 
Waltham Forest, Selborne Walk, London E17 7JR. 
Tel/Typetalk: 0181 520 3366, Fax: 0181 521 7203 


Operated by Waltham Forest Association of Disabled People 
Charity No. 296054 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


a 


Leonard : 3 ; 
alae Appeal Fundraiser 
Britain’s BRISTOL £23,000-£27,000 


leading disability 

L d ire i ing i i 

pareieborieyanabling corp Cheshite is now expanding into Bristol where 
; our first service opens next year. If you have the skills and 

over 10,000 service fundraising track record to lead a major fundraising appeal in 

Bristol, telephone 01823 698470 for a job pack. Previous 


applicants need not apply. 


users to lead a full 
life of their own 


choice. Closing date: 24th September 1999. 


Hamara Family Project is committed to empowering young people and their 
Parents. A new post has arisen working in partnership with local agencies in 
the development and maintenance of a self-advocacy training programme for 
disabled young people. Your experience of advocacy and group work with 
young people in a multi-cultured setting will be critical to developing a 
resource base and creating the networks that will promote inclusion to 
develop a resource base and creating the networks that will promote inclusion 
across the community. 


You will be qualified in youth and community work, teaching, counselling, health 
or social work. You also need an understanding of the issues that affect 
disabled young people - ideally through personal experience. Sound 
knowledge of different advocacy models, disability rights and health and safety 
issues are essential. 


So, if you would like the challenge of developing a new piece of work we 
would like to hear from you. 


For an information pack for this position, on tape if requested, including a statement of 
Barnardo's Basis and Values and Equal Opportunities Policy and the specific commitments 
we make to disabled job applicants, contact, Tanners Lane, Barkingside, 

Iiford, Essex IG6 1QG.Tel: 0181 503 9833 (answerphone). ' 

Minicom number for people with a hearing 
impairment only: 0181 551 3234. 

Please quote reference: 2 | 8. 

Closing date: | 7 September 1999. 


syve Barnardos 


“saps Giving children a chance 


WILTSHIRE 


xswinpon Wiltshire & Swindon Users’ Network 


Manager £24,594 - £26,535 


We require a ‘Manager to take-overall responsibility for 

managing our user-controlled organisation, which has a 

“erwo®® staff team of 25 and an annual turnover of £450,000. 

Our activities are a mix of core community development to enable 

users’ views to influence services and projects related to Independent 
Living Support and Advocacy. 


You will have had at least two years management experience, 
including project and finance management. You will have experience 
of working with disabled people as colleagues and it is desirable 
that you are a disabled person/long-term user of services. Above all, 
you must be committed to enabling and supporting all aspects of 
user-control. 


Application packs available after 6/9/99 from Wiltshire & Swindon 
Users’ Network, 7 Prince Maurice Court, Hambleton Avenue, Devizes, 
Wilts SN10 2RT. 


Closing date for applications: 24/9/99. 


National Centre For Independent Living 
(NCIL) 


seeks a disabled person as 


Information Officer 


The National Centre for Independent 
Living (NCIL), based in Vauxhall, 
South London, is the nationally 
recognised source of expertise on 
direct payments and personal 
assistance. 


We require you to provide information 
on various aspects of Independent 
Living, personal assistance and direct 
payments and to develop new ways of 
delivering such information. 


You must be computer literate,a good 
communicator, and essentially 
committed to the principles of 
independent living. 


For an application pack please contact: 
Diane Leigh, NCIL, 250 Kennington 
Lane, London SE11 5RD 

Tel: 0171 587 1663 

Fax: 0171 582 2469 

Minicom: 0171 587 1177 

E-mail: ncil@ncil.demon.co.uk 


Closing date: Monday 27 Sept ’99 
Interviews: Wednesday 6 Oct ’99 


Classified 41 


For disabled 
people — able 


bodied welcome 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


New era, new logo, 50 weddings on. 
To find out more about Handidate 
write, phone, fax or e-mail: 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich IP1 2BR 
E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
A member of ABIA 


RY Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


COTSWOLD COTS 
Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guc® Extra Strong Playpens. 
° Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


Fair prices 


pew PE 


High Quality 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 
We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


for lifting wheeichairs, 
scooters and people into cars... 


WE HAVE 
THE ANSWER! 


Freephone 
0800 214045 


for brochure 
or free demo. 


Agents throughout 
the UK. 


PLUS 
New Range of easy 
to fold Wheelchairs 
and Scooters - 
New Towbar 
Mounted Platform Lift 


www.autochalr.co.uk 


Autochair Ltd Milford Lane Bakewell DE45 1DX 


Polartec fleece 
and ankle socks. 
Details from Island Glen. 
Tel: (01253) 838880. 


Z\POLARTEC 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 

Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES 


Selection of one owner, 
low mileage 
vehicles available 
Details (01634) 243596 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Tel: 0171 619 7336 
Tel: 0171 619 7320 


Disabilitynow September 1999 


OO 
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¢ Recruitment (also on pages 39, 40 & 41) 


RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS GROUP 


2 London Wall Buildings, London Wall, London EC2M 5UX 
Tel: 020-7588 3588 or 020-7588 3576 


Fax: 020 7256 8501 


E-mail: cja@cjagroup.com 


Opportunity for experienced residential care managers to develop a commitment for facilitating 


performing arts with disabled people 


CENTRE DIRECTOR 


GODSTONE, SURREY 


£32,000 - £40,000 p.a. 


THE ORPHEUS CENTRE IS A CHARITABLE RESIDENTIAL PERFORMING ARTS ORGANISATION 
We invite applications from individuals who must have had at least three years’ experience of residential care at a 
senior management level.An understanding and warmth towards performing arts and disability will be key. Reporting 
to the Management Board you will be responsible for the effective direction, marketing and running of the Centre 
which offers daily and weekly courses for young people with physical and/or sensory impairment as well as one to 
three year fully residential apprenticeships for young disabled students. This responsibility will include running systems 
for financial, human resources and health and safety aspects, developing budgeting management and monitoring 
systems as well as identifying areas and strategies for income generation: Essential qualities are a blend of a strong finan- 
cial and commercial approach with an empathy towards the charity’s aims and aspirations in the development of 
everyone at the centre. Our client, an equal opportunities employer, welcomes applications from all sectors of the 


community. 


Applications in strict confidence under reference CD8997/DN to the Managing Director, CJA. 


NEWHAM™M 
COLLEGE 


OF FURTHER 


EDUCATION 


The college is committed and positive about employing 
disabled people. We advertise vacancies regularly in the National 


and Local press. 


If you would like further information on our current vacancies, 
please telephone our Human Resources Department on the 


number below. 


Tel: 0181 257 4372 


©) 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Please note that Newham College is ano smoking employer 


Hammersmith & Fulham 
Action For Disability 


Director 
(Salary c£E26-£28k pa, including ILW depending on 
skills and experience) 


| As an organisation of disabled people, HAFAD provides a wide 
range of services to disabled people in the borough. We now seek 
a Director who can take HAFAD into the 21st century. 


The successful applicant will be a disabled person with: 


¢ excellent skills in leading and managing a strong team of staff 
and volunteers 

* proven experience in financial management and fundraising 

* commitment to the rights of disabled people 

¢ excellent communication skills 

* an understanding of the voluntary and statutory local government 
and health sectors. 


Application packs in print, large print or on tape are available 
from the Administrator, HAFAD, Greswell Centre, Greswell 
Street, London SW6 6PX, 
tel: 0171 610 9666 (voice and minicom), fax: 0171 610 9786. 


Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 24 September. 


HAFAD is working towards becoming an equal opportunities employer. 
Charities Act 1960 No. 285934 


Disabilitynow September 1999 


World Poverty, 
Human Rights 


& the Environment 


People & Planet (previously Third World 
First) campaigns with students. We need 
an ambitious 


Campaigner £14-20K 


to join our fast growing team. Campaigns 
experience essential, knowledge of arms 
issues an advantage. For details send 49p 
A4 SAE to: People & Planet, 4A East 
Avenue, Oxford OX4 1XW. Closing date 
Monday 13 September. This position is 
funded by The Diana, Princess of Wales 
Memorial Fund. 


people & planet 


ee 
Expanding international company 
looking for people to work from 
home — full-time/part-time. 
Good earning potential. 
Call for further details on 


017! 864 6524 


Disability Now is not 
responsible for claims made 
in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims 
with the advertisers before 
relying on them. 


(Ee 

Ip Brent Advocacy Concerns (BAC) 

Self-Advocacy Development Worker 

Salary: £10,530 - 21 hours per week 

Funded by Brent Joint Finance (disabled person preferred) 

We seek someone experienced at developing groups of people with learning 

disabilities. 

BAC is an organisation of disabled people witha clear commitment to the social 

model of disability which informs work throughout the organisation. 


For further information about this post contact: Rich, BAC, 154 Harlesden Road, 
London NW10 3RxX, tel: 0181-459 1493. 


Closing date: 22 September 1999. 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE CHESHIRE 


Leonard 


National Information 


: Cheshire is 


Officer 


c£21,500 


Britain’s 


leading disability care 
charity. In 140 Cheshire 


LONDON 


This is an exciting opportunity to join our Public Affairs 
Department. As National Information Officer you will play a 
leading role in providing information about our wide-ranging 
services to the general public, statutory agencies, staff and 
volunteers. 


Homes, Day Centres, 
Respite Units and Care 
at Home Services, 6,000 
staff supported by 
You will need to respond to diverse enquiries, create and 


maintain databases, produce reports and communicate 
effectively with people at all levels in the organisation. 


thousands of volunteers 
help enable over 10,000 
Gsabled people, to Eve a For an application form please contact the Personnel 
full life of their own Department, Leonard Cheshire, 30 Millbank, London, 
choice. SWIP 4QD. Fax: 0171 802 8270. 


Closing date for applications to be returned is 10th September 1999. 


The Talking Newspaper Association 
of the United Kingdom 
(TNAUK) 

Chief Executive 


c. £35,000 based in East Sussex 


TNAUK is the premier national charity for the supply of audio 
transcriptions of newspapers, magazines and periodicals for 
visually impaired people and others who experience difficulties in 
reading print. 


The Association is a membership organisation of over 400 local 
talking newspapers and provides a National Service with direct 
mailing of 200 audio publications to more than 12,000 visually 
impaired subscribers throughout the UK. Currently it is pioneering 
the on-line supply of these publications via e-mail, bulletin 
board and CDROM. A subsidiary trading arm, Talking Newspaper 
Enterprises Limited, exists to generate income for the Association. 


A dynamic Chief Executive is sought who has the appropriate 
skills, knowledge, business acumen and experience to head the 
organisation, manage and develop all operations at the National 
Recording Centre, promote the National Service, and foster and 
support the activities of local talking newspapers. 


Application pack and further details are available from: 
Andrew Ledward, BSc ACA Company Secretary, TNAUK, National 
Recording Centre, 10 Browning Road, Heathfield, 

East Sussex TN21 8DB. Tel: 01435 866102, fax: 01435 865422, 
e-mail: info@tnauk.globalnet.co.uk 


Closing date for applications 17 September. 
Interviews: w/c 27 September. 


In promoting equal opportunities we welcome applications from 
all sections of the community 


IDEAL TRAINING 


Administrator 


27.75 hours pw, salary £14,754pa pro rata 

Ideal Training, a disabled people’s disability equality training organisation 
seeks an Administrator to fill a 2 year NLCB funded post. 

Disabled people are encouraged to apply. Closing date for applications 
Friday 17 September. Interviews will be held on Monday 4 October. 
For an application pack, contact: 

IDEAL Training, Norton Park Centre, 57 Albion Road, 

Edinburgh EH7 5QY. 

Tel: 0131-475 2541, 

Minicom: 0131-475 2540, Fax: 0131-475 2392, 

E-mail: idealtraining@cableinet.co.uk 


IDEAL Training: challenging attitudes, changing practice 


Deadlines for the October issue of Disability Now: 
Booking deadline is 10 September 
Copy deadline is 14 September 


he 


Information 43 


| e What’s on 
Mobility Opportunities Via Education will hold mobility and independence. It will have product presentations, 
av ewe © me. two Basic Provider courses: 27-28 September, demonstrations, free entry and free parking. For full details, tel: 
(EUROPE) Walsall, and 18-19 October, Nottingham. The (01508) 470200. 
| MOVE curriculum helps children and adults with disabilities to 
sit, stand and walk, and so gain greater independence. These ““s.  'The National Children’s Bureau will hold the 
courses will include planning programmes, monitoring and f ‘conference Are Some Children Too Disturbed To 
evaluating clients’ progress and developing team work. For Onin, Help? The challenge of the aggressive and threatening 
| further details contact MOVE International (Europe), University BUREAU child, 29 September, London. The event will look at 
of Wolverhampton, Gorway Road, Walsall WS1 3BD, tel: (01902) the difficulties facing carers, teachers and social workers when 
323066. children with mental health and behaviour problems are 
aggressive or threatening. For complete details contact the 
The East Anglian Disability Equipment Exhibition will be held Conference Office, tel: 0171-843 6009, fax: 0171-843 6039, 
at Leisure World, Colchester, 29-30 September, focusing on e-mail: cbrabin@ncb.org.uk 


THE NEW 
“VIVA” 
STATE OF 
THE ART 
THERAPEUTIC 
EXERCISER. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE AND 
GENTLE CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


Designed specifically for M.S. and C.P. patients 
and used extensively Worldwide for 
Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy. 


SUITABLE FOR 
multiple sclerosis ‘stroke’ patients 
paralysis (paraplegia and non-inflammatory illness of 
tetraplegia) the peripheral nerves 
spastic and rheumatic illnesses (polyneuropathy) 
blood circulation disorders insufficient physical exercise 
(prophylaxis of thrombosis) oedemas 
Parkinson's disease osteoporosis 
muscular dystrophy stiffness of the joints 


arthrosis 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP YOUR CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS 


AND IMPROVE THE FLEXIBILITY OF YOUR JOINTS 


CONTACT US FOR A BROCHURE: MEDIMOTION Ltd, PENCADER, CARMARTHENSHIRE. SA39 9AZ. 
TEL: 01559 384 097 « FAX: 01559 384 814 « E-mail: medimotion@hotmail.com 


¢ Information — 


ca The Weston Spirit, 
GS a young person’s 
Ne charity set up by 
Falklands veteran 
Simon Weston, is inviting 
applications for an IT project 
called DecAid that aims to give 
youth voluntary organisations, 
their members and 
communities access to state-of- 
the-art IT. Full details and 


_application pack fromTony 


McGuirk, tel: 0151-709 6620, 
fax: 0151-707 0577. Closing 
date: 24 September 1999. 


Deafworks, the deaf advice/ 
consultancy company, has 
published a new guide for 
people learning British Sign 
Language in classes with deaf 
tutors (up to Stage 2). It 
contains over 50 exercises to 
help BSL students improve 
through their own study. The 
three sections are BSL 
linguistics, deaf culture and 
physical dexterity. £7.50 (inc. 
p&p, cheques payable to 
Nicholas Callow), from 
Deafworks, 3rd Floor, 6-12 
Emerald Street, Bloomsbury, 
London WCIN 3QA. 


A The RNIB has 
RNIB added two Walt 
Disney classics to 
their talking videos collection, 
that have audio description to 
describe actions and emotions. 
The Little Mermaid (Cert U) 
and The Lady and the Tramp 
(Cert U). To purchase or rent a 
video call RNIB’s Customer 
Services, tel: 0345-456 457. 


ee 
es ew The Access 
ea Tourism 


Network has released a 20- 


minute video giving advice for 
service providers on training 
and employment initiatives for 
disabled people in the travel/ 
tourism sector. There’s also a 
publication called Development 
Guidelines for Guesthouses and 
Small Hotels. The video costs 
£13.50 (inc. p&p), and the 
guidelines are free. For more 
details contact Sally Reynolds, 
tel: (01737) 281020, e-mail: 
SREYNOLDS@cqm.co.uk 


The Computer 
g Skills Centres have 
set up Personal 


Tutor Assisted Training 
(PTAT). Aimed at those unable 
to leave home, or those who 
live too far from training 
centres, these are tailor-made 
computer training programmes 
that can be accessed through 
the internet. There’s backup 
from a personal tutor who can 
“read” the screen as the person 
is training, and who can also 
give on-line help. For 
information on PTAT courses 
contact CSC, tel: 0171-404 
3636, or visit their website at 
www.computerskillscentres.co.uk 


Disabilitynow September 1999 


ti jeg ama a TS ayISqam 
eioads uoneon jc 
il LT [P! Heonpy JOOYIS 0} yIeg ‘ Jno uo pue 
<60 


¢] a010a squared — san ng ay} Buraesg 
PI ayoid }Ip uo JayIg Jeaqg = Cv-6¢ sobed 


929h-@S5b0 NSSI ZI wods UIM S9}a] Ye dd 
LT Sn90} sMaN ul sy1y [I] Wed yaa 


77d =: 3UIIsdOYs B UO 
uorysey 01 pnd 8.NC 


JTALS GNVHGNOIAS 
if of as 


¢[d — aal] pynoys uos 
Aut AYM :sse[s [OTeD 


LOW SSV19 


,2d09s jo sjuapisel 
ae yjog “uawabebua seeh-G) e aye youy ay} par Ajjeuy ‘99 ‘uebsow piaeq pue ‘G9 ‘anojs Ajag 


[ a8vd aag ‘pakoiduis-jJas oq 01 paMmoyye Jasuoy 


OU Ie SIIYLIOM ITP UI-IATT fl JeOS p[Nos SJSOD IIE") prom Ba 


yOYs S09 Gey Bee 


666) Jequiaydas 09°13 


106 FEL SLIO)X¥d 006 FEL BLIOIAL 
MfOOTML 4971NS - WeYysy| 
UIdIH pjayoisuq « proy asvuosseg ‘7¢ 
peItTWIT WHA AIO 0110 


Zuluolysn> IWoUucsI7z @ 
spiy Arayes 

pue quoddns wooiyieg @ 

spy A[!GOW SUe4PIIYD @ 

SHIEYIISUAA @ 
squauodwo7) 

MOYO pue WeyIsoig @ 


Jaisea oyi] anoA 
ayeu 0} s32npoid 
Ajiyenb jo osues apim 


djay 0} 49Y BSAA __- 


